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Diseases of Women and Children, and Clinical Midvtifery in the
University of New York. New York: S. S. & W. Wood. Mon-
treal: B. Dawson. 1855. Pp. 563.

Hait ! wayward Gun'
"Parent of vapors and of female wit,
Who gve th' hysterie or poeic fil,
On arious tenpers act 1-y varnous ways,
Make some take physic, others chaiter plays"

Professor Bedford clainis fbr himself the merit of harmng estabhshed
in New York an obstetrie chnique. Intending it Io be an organizationâ
worthy of its founder, it was necessary it shouild present a few distinc-
tive features. It was reserved for extern patients ; these carne regu-
larly once aweek, were prescribed for and descauted upon, they were
reutricted to fernales and to cLildren; muen, students and young practi-
tioners, also came, observed, and went away gratitied. 1 1 hese reunwns
no reserve was manifested, dehlcacv was unregarded. 'ie diseases pe-
culiar to females were those nost desired, and their ocular proof was the
only one of any valne. A central eninene.' was raised; upon tihis the
suffering martyr was conveiently rested ier nakdness exposed ; the
t!7ong of men and boys gathered around the shrne, and bowed them-
selves down in token of assent as the words of guidance fell froma the
lips of their showman. ''ie scene was vivified by colloqmal interlrd--
ings, and the statements, as tlvy were intered, fell like treasures into
the expectant hearts. Infants, tooc, were oilered up as sacrifices; their
baby brows were wreathed with sickly interest. while cries and tears
declared their passage througi the tormiieiting ordeal. 'flic enterprize
thus ventured was shortly fbund nost eciîouraging ; tlie orginul expec-
tations in no wise fell sjort, and the lbunder rejoiced it his rising off-
spring. Patients increased, whil students crowded together. and the
clinique was decidedly the muost ppOIîlar Il the city. Advertisenents
went abroad telling of the alluremenis tiat vere in store, and admis-
sion was for all, without exception, who could spare a lttle fee. RE-
ports followed of the uost liattering kinid ; comnmoin talk enlarged upon
the objects of interest that had been beleld, and upon the knowledge
most recently attained. Even accounts fll into print of the descriptious
given, and these were arranged to resenible lectures. The latter were
fuit sent out to the subscribers of a magazine that was widelydistribut-
ed foia small price. As they came, the hot fire of enthusiasm swelled
the veins of readers, and expressions of admiration were ejaculated.
Deire was not satiated, and now the second time these lectures have


