
OBSERVATIONS ON CANADIAN BIEDS.

The saine cause lias led to considerable confusion arnong our short
winged summer birds, thiese arriving among us about the end of the
first week ini May i their full siimmer plumage, and utteringy their
characteristic notes aire easily identified, but îvhen they returiu agcaini
fromr the uiorth i September, accompanied by their youngi,, the
change they have undergone is SO great that no one unacquainted
with the subject would' be able to recognize rhem. As an instance of
this 1 wvill only mention the maie of the Scarlet Tanager, whose brilliant
pilumage, so conspicuous in the woods e. ring the suimier rnonthis, as
soon-as the breeding scason is over, be' mnes like that of the feunale,
a plain duli green ;it is flot thern surprising that the carlier ivriters
sbi5tld have frequenitly described the sarne species twice under a
a différent name, îndeed, ini the absence of informnationî from those
who liad opportunities of obscrving the birds while thc changes
were progressing, wc (Io iîot sec how it could have been otherwise.

Wilson no doubt t'elt these difficulties keeuly, whien commencing, his
great woik on American birds, anI seerns, iii lis wNritings, to, lonîg for
the opportunitv of solving his doubts, Ix personal observation. Wheii
describing tIc Black-throated Bliie wood-warbler, wlîiclî belongs to
the migratorv class rcferred to, lie takes occasion to reproach tic
Canadiani people for their wvant of' interest ini these subjects ; lie savs,

i know littie of this bird, it is one of those transient visitors which
in the montli of April Ipass tlîrough Pennsvlvaîîia on tie.ir ivav, to the
north ; it is highly probable that thev breed in Canada, but the
summner residents amnong the. featlîered tribes, on tlîat part of the
Continent, are lîttie known or attendcd to; the hiabits of the deer, the
bear, anîd the beaver, are inucli more interesting to these good people,
anid for a go.od substamtial reason too, because more lucrative, and unless
there should arrive froni «England an order for a cargo ôf skins of
.warhlcrs aund flycatchers sufficient t<) make them an object wortb
Specuhlatiou, we are likex- to know a., little of thein Icreafter as at
presenit." Without (Ioubting the truth of Wilson's rernarks at the
time thv vere written, 1 amn satisfied that thcv no longer hold truc,
as tliere are now iianv people ini Canada, devotiir botu tixnc and
menans, ini acquiring the informuation he so mucli desirefl, and there
arc, in some of our Canadian Cities, collect ions wbichi woutd have been
of great service to hiimn wlien arranging thc material l'or the Ainerican

onitiliologi'. XXlhen estirnatimng thc antunt, of'Wln' labors ini
this flel.1 of scienre, ive ýlintilcd mever overlook the pectiliar difliculties


