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Dedicaticn Ode,

‘uther of Windom, bless the dome
T'hie liberal hands have mude

So beautitul, for those who seck
Tustruetion’s fustering aid;

U And geant them here such wealth to gain,

From lemning's priceless love,

A fits the mind ¢Cen hiere below,
On angel wings tosoar,

In grou; 3 they cowe 5 the earnest boy
Fast ¢ % siater's wide 5

And tor g ony with wendeving joy,
The narsuy’s youngest pride;

From 1 i} sl cot they freely come,
A ghodand studious band

The b o of many o parent’s heart
The jewels of our land

Father of Mereics, bless the hand

T That here, in yeuthiul Lloum,

Shall Fanb ike by their teachers stand,
Wheu we arve in cur tombys

And nay they, threugh thy spivit's aid,
That holy knowledge prize

Which wing the soul a glorious home
When this frail bedy dies.

The Period of a Child’s Edu-
cation.

Various opinions prevail as to the most
proper time to commence the education of
children—some claiming that it should be
begun earlier than is usual, while others
mai .tain that it is already entered vpon at
tou early an age. Iixperience, in dis-
cussing this subject,is met by experience,
and observation by ubservation, and the
question—When shal! the education of the
child commencel=-remains unsettled, in
the minds of many earnest inquirers.

It is penerally adinitted shat the earliest
impressivus are the must enduring —this
being sn, then it would seem to be a fair
deduction—1hat 28 soon as the child is
suseeptible of comprehending impressiuns
made upon the mind by words and by
whservation, should his systen.atic training
and education be begun. ‘he capacity
of ehaldren hike that of adults, differs, and
so of necessity will the most suitable
time to heein educating, bhe earlier or
fater according to the ability to under-
s1und and know,

The arts of reading and spelling are
not generally easily acquned. Yet there
ure examples where boye and girls read
and spell well at the age of four and five
vears; it has been remarked by a teacher
ot great ohservation, that if a child who
kas antained the age of six years, cannut
sead easy lessons fluently, the difticulty of
doing so increases with increasing yeats.
1t is very disheartening to acinld who has
attained the age of seven oreight, to he
stlil unable tn read easy lessons with - flu-
eney. 1le feels keenly the odium that
srems quietly to distil upon hine who s
denominated a bad rveader—it is worse
than heing a bad gpeller. Eaily iuferiority
- hen ane istully consvious of it, is almost

ure to prevent future progress, because it
wtgets hatred for bouks and literary sucicty.

OURNAL OI' EDUCATION.
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Lducarion then, as we have often urge
ed, should be commenced in the home
cirele, and the mother should be the first
teacher —fur education of sume sort is
sure to be given and received by the
child while at howe, whether it be sys-
tematic or accidentaj—anch as avrroutid-
ing circumstances are calculated 10 ims
part.  Fvery child should be taught 10
read the letters of the alphabet at home,
'This should not be required of a peblic
teacher except under the most extraordin-
ary ctreumstances. Nou one is so well
adapted to do th” as the muther, in our fae
vored countey—and not only should she
teach the child its letters, but she should
also teach it how to put them together so
as (o form words,and aftc:wards to put the
words together so as to furm sentences,
which constitute the first steps in learning
the art of reading. An old Lnglish
teacher remarked many yesrs since, that
he always found these buys to be the best
readers that had been taught by their
mothers.  Further, he remarked that
bays thus instructed seldom had vulgar
tones, but generally have read with unu-
sual caze and elegance. This teacher says:

* Let then, the child be taught to read
as soon as the infant faculiies begin to
exhibit symptoms of improvable expan.
sion; his altention achive in the extreme,
must fix on a variety of objects, though
by no means the only oue. Let no long
confinement, and no severity ot reprimaud
or correction astend the Jesson, A linle
will be learned at the earliest age, and
with the easiest discipline.  Thot liule
will infallibly lead to further improvement
and the boy will soon, and with lne
pains to himself, or others, learn ta read;
an acquisition considered in its difficulty
and in its consequences, truly great.

e, on the other hand, who is retarded
by the theoretical wisdom of his friends,
till he is seven or ejght years of age, has
this burdensome task to begin, when
habits of idleness have been contracted,
and when he ought to be laying the foun
dation of classical knowledue.-Rur V.Y,
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The Classification, Recitations, and
Government of Schools.

Many teachers are now entering their
schouls for the « nter term, and at this
seasun a few suggestions will be appropri-
ate, relative to the general arrangements
of scheols, and plans for instruction,

The first object of the teacher, on con-
mencing a school term, should be 10 clas-
sify the pupils. The usval time fur
schou] instruction is zhvut zix hours daily,
Lence, generally, not mare than three
hundrcd minutes can be spentin actual in-
structicn, after deducting time tor 1ecess,
changes of classex, &c. Now, if a
schoul contains thirty pepils (which is a
less number than most schouls average),
it Jeaves about scn minutes of instruciion
for each pupil, if not classified.

By airangin; these thirty pupils into

ten clasees, each clays might receive thir-
ty minutes ; awd as many of the pupils
would be in fouror five classes, as spell-
ing, reading, geuvgraphy, arithmetic, and
grammar, they would receive from two to
twoand a hall’ hours' instevetion each day,
Here, then, is a great gain of time to the
scholars fiom classification.  DBesides, the
older pupils would receive much benefit
by cuntact with the miunds ot other pupils
in the ciass, which would otherwise be
lost 10 them.

Intimately connected with classification
are recitations.  For these thers should
be regular and stated times, and the sclio~
lars should understand that when the
time came for any recitation it must take
place, and that un oxcise of the pupil
could delay it. It would be well to adopt
some plan by which all the iessons may
bo learned Oy each pupil in the class,

1n recitations teachers should cndeae
vour by all pussible means to draw out
the mind of ihe scholars, 10 teach them
how te learn, and how to use what they
learn.  In ali schoul instruction it is the
teacher’s dety to develup those faculties
and teach those minciples which will
make uscful citizens and good neighbours,
Probably the future conduct and useful-
ness of many may be dctermined for
life by the influences of the very term of
school which they are now atteuding.
How important, then, that the influence of
that school be such as shall conduct to
paths of usefulness.

The government of a school is of vital
importance 1o its usefulaess. Let it then
receive much careful attention. Have
but few rules, and those of a simple and
univeisal character. Do Ricur, is the
all-important one, and it wiil apply to all
the multitudinous cases of discipline which
way come belore the teacher. Jmpress
the importance of a just and  strict obs2re
vance of this rule vpon the winds of
every pupil. Make them feel they have
a personal interest in all that relates to
good conduct, order and improvement in
the whole schoul.

By remarks upon genera) conducs, and
by applying adrsitted principles of right
and wrong to individual action. create a
public sentimeny in your sehonl, which
will frown upon cverything bad, and ap-
prove of what is right in the econduct of
the pupils. ‘Phis accomplished, you will
have a moral governor tv regulate your
school, whose influence will be tenfuld
more potent than any physical guvernment
which could be devised.~—The Student.

NOTICE.

TO CLERKS OF COMMISSIONERS.

These clerks who have not yet forwarded
to the Saperintendent acknowledgements of
the receipt of theiv supplies ot Scliool and
Library books for 1852, are requested to do
sn as goon as possible. If not received up to
the present date, infurmation to that cffect is
requested  Invoices hutve been forwarded by
mail to the clerks of all the districts,

Jany. 20th, 1853, J. W. DAWSON,




