
FOR LOWER CANADA-.

l'ieo Ptârp)Oseol*ftye Scitool.

1 id that the defcts of conscientious touchers are fur the inost
part to bo traccd to thic waît of' a purpose, botli zas regards the
general objcct of the solhool andi the parti.cular result of spccial
studios.

'l WThat is it that 1 propose to iinyscîf in Sehool kecpin ? " 15
the flrst question whiech a youiig toucher slîould put to, hiiinsclf1
His first duty is ta l'ari a purpose or priaitla ide-il. A 1lcarly
dcfincd purpase is flot only the indispensable condition, bu it is
also the incasure of progress. The question is, as it socms to me,
bcst answered tlius - -The abject wvhicli the Sehoolmaster ouglit
to propose ta hiiînself is the Formation ofOhlaraeter. This is the
ultimate purpaso of tho ].arochini Sehools, as it is of ail educatiori.

It is truc flint the objects of cdueation, and even of such cdu-
cation ns tho paraclîlal sehool affects to give, -ire, iu iiieir details,
various, and Scn nt flrst siglît inadcquateiy suinimet up by the
words 'l Fornmation af Chiar.cter." Thec child, for exaîîîplc, lias
to be taught how bcst ta preserve through lif'o a sount nind ini a
sounti body. In tcaclîing hM this, wve ilitst furnishi hinm iitih
the knowlcedge neccssary for caruin g a livelllîood; ive must pro-
vide Iiiîî with a certain anount of intelleetual f'ood ; andi above
al, ire must instruet hitm iu those moral duuies whielî it behoves
hini ta knowv and practise. The moral teaching, again, ean have
due effmcaey and adequate sanction only if weceonîîcct it withi the
%mill af the Unseen Power whieh subtains aud adîninisters the
Universe: it thus bhomes religious teccling-, andi this long before
it assunmes that more defluite Jari 'oChristiqu faitl Nliilh the
sehool also inculcates. The uccessities of tic case thus demanti
tlîat the pupils' inid shail bo inforrnid as vrcli a.sformed.

But mwhat is the purpose of all this instruction ? It is to niake-
men leati botter Ilves; botter intcllectualiy, by giving greater

.activity, vigour, andi precision ta the poivers by whiclh tliey
know andi do; better, niorally and reiigiously, by eausimîg thin ta
]ive in obedience to the iaws af Goti as rercaîi in the nature of
mnan andi the visible order arount i hum, andi in lharniony ivitlî the
will ofOotias cominunicated lu lus Word. Tie bcttcriing-ofmcn's
iils, and the bctteringoaimcn's intellects, these are the grcat

objectsa whichi 'ie have in vicir.
Accordingl,,y, if askedl to suni up ln a fow vrords the end of

Education, and ta do sa iu îords %vlhicht.vl min luicate its ultimate
aim ut thie saine tiic that tiîey furuislî the practical. touchier wini
a criterion by %Vhiieh to mlensure evcry dotuIai lfuhs wark, I eau
find no botter or more exhaustive anivwr tilan that. wihich bas
bca gven- « The Formation of Cha.raicter."

Butisince the iuvigoratimig of the understauding, and the train-
in- a vil)ii, are opcrations irhieh cannot be conductcd 'ivitliout
Materials, we are bounti, lu doternminin ' the nature o? tiiese ma-
teniais, ta, allow ourselves to be coutrolicti by the nectis andi flets
oflman's daily lufe.

The interials of parochial sehool education thus forceed on us
are at first sighlt sa, humble that it mnay with sanie show af truth
bc contendedti Uat they do uaL admit of a treatuient in relation to
a lar ger purpose outside theniselves. If this be sa, thicy are un-
Suited ta the mark they have ta do, and the Selioahunaster, sice
lia other nîsterial is available, inevitabiy sinks juta a moare nie-
chaule. Thîis aîîtaganismi lîappily does naL exist. The necessities
af the pupils' future life, andi the necessities of Sound training,
can easiiy be sioiva ta harmonize. For, aithouglhin such formnai
matters as arithuîetic anmd granmuar the Mdoat uîay inen oniy a
certain perfection aof acquireti kowicdge lu the pupil, accomnpa-
nicti by a certa:in nmîîount af mental power derelopeti lu the pro-
ce&,; af acquisition; yet, irben even theso subjeets aira ctbically
tauglit - that is ta say, so0 hantiicd as ta bc braîmght juta close
concrete connexion with their ultinate uses ln conîmon life, tlîey
pass luto a ilîihr catcgory, andi contribute their fuai] Slure ta the
attainument af the ultiniate purpose af the sohool. In thie cienien-
tary scliool, if nolvliere cisc, pureiy foarmat studios have, vehen
nig!îtly understaad, a moral Signiflcance.

If thie purpose of the parochial sehoal has been corrcctly stated,
sonmething 4as aiready been donc tamards dcfiiu1l the position

and ivark aof the bc1îooiinster. If it hc truc tlint lie is set apart
by socicety, lu order thiat lie mnny direct lus daily cutergios townards
the formiation a olmricecr la tlo clildren of' tlie people, bce eau-
uat fail ta fuel that lic is engiaget ii an clevating, and iuspiring,
uay, moare, a crcilive task. le is iu trutli, W lia %vili but believe
it, a kinti of morai artist. Rie lias a plastie maork ta da-tîe %ork
oi nîiilding tI..ý rude untutoreti nature af peasait and eity boy-
iîoad iutoa nslmapely form. Nor Nvill auy anc regard tiiis. as au
exa--cration af' the teachcr's office, who lias luati opportunities ai
eontrasting tue uneouuibeti, uutaiued barbarian ai civilisationu, dis-
tinguisîleti for lus loase and insolent carniage, luis lawicss uiner,
liccnt'îous speech, anti vagrant cye, wiith tha saine cld, Sitting
on tic seliool-benèh, 'icll libitei aîîd cai, lis maniner subducd
iato fitncss w'ith the moral artier arouni Iiiiîî, bis tangue uindcr a
sense af Inw, lis countennce suffîîscti iith alvakeuîing tlîoughit-
]lus very body sceuuiîlg ta o lu ivesteti witii renson. Thiat sucli
transformationus are effecteti by the. hast Sc]ioolui.ister, ail kîuaw

iai hlave caule juta direct persanal contact with cducational agen-
oies. And surely the manivhou eau point tc. such resuilts as the
produet af ]lis labour, righly dlainis ta have lu soxue sense a, eca-
tive funetion. 1s uiot luis mark, iii point of faet, ereatire iu alîiglî
anti peculiar ":nse ? Thils at toast is certain, tiîat, cxcept lin sa Etr
as it is fléit by Miin, consciously or unconscoasly, ta have tlîis
cliaracter, iL uîay ho safety said ta lie a drudgery thue îuuost drcmry
and soul tiriug iu the wlîale round af hunian labour-ati oceumn-
tioîî for SI.-ves.

1 speak, exclusively ao' the ceeluiyay teaclier; fùr the dcpart.
mental iustruetar iu this or Llîat science or language stands on a,
lower moral cîninence than tlîat whici is occupieti by tha para.
chiai Sciîoolunster. The formuer makesomîly a partial contribution
ta the flnai resuit of claracter, andi lie docs so at aut age ivien the
pupils' uncousciaus moral tendencies.arc alrcady decinreti, andti Ui
bout of lits intelligence is alreatiy given. The latter, oit the otiier
lint, lias ta rear successive gcucrations of ehilîdren, tiuring tic
years lu wihh tbey are nmust open ta iiîprcssions. These chlîldre,
lie lias, la the %vidcst scase, ta train as mcli as ta instruet. His
duty is ta, operate an their flbculties anti capacities, to, stinîulate
these imita life, anti ta give tlmein their flrst diretioni. The in-
tellect o? tic chlîlt is thus dependeuit an its carliest instructor
more tiuan oi any other-on lus mise understantiing o? the miner
o? iLs naturai aperations, the limnits af iLs legitiiuate exorcise, anti
the abjects îuost rcadily seizeti anti assinîulateti at the ii1orcut
stages ai its. groirt. Stili msore is thc moral dcstiny af the chlîlt
ini bis bîands ; for the extent ta whvlîi the Sentiments and lînugi.
nations are ta ceiter imita the future eharacter, anîd give lu balance
anti hamnny, depenas more on tue way lu vrlieh tbey are res-
pecteti anti judiciously fostere in the Uic ld's eariiest years, tluan
on any future inifluences-wuliatsocvcr.

If' this bie the work otlime natiamnal Selioolmaster-i bis l'une-
tiai bce ta ehliborate out o? rude but not unpliablc umaterial, saine
approimatiomn ta a gooti intellecti"al anti moral habit, hiai indis-
pensable is it timat lie slîouit be guideti as %veli as su:btaincti by
the consciaus possesion of this thec ideal aimai of lis profession I
It is only mlien lie lias a elcar couipircesion af them reai nature
anti thc large bcarings ai lus mark, ulat the littie things ai the
schoolrom-and it 1s preciseiy tiiese thit require bis attention-

assumle th Ir iltfui imiportance. Ail tua dectails af bis arrange.
monts arc tîmen feit ta praniate or retard the realization ao' tic
educative purpose af tie selîool, anti, iu so, far as tlîcy contribute
ta Lime finai re-suit, ta have a. moral value. Smmail things are no
langer pctty. Tbitigs wlhi mouid ho otlierwise considereti tri-
vial -sucli as cicanliuess, orier, liglit, ventilation.- acquire a
nomv significance. Those daily incidents, so apt ta bo regardcd as
nicrcly harassing anti vexatiaus, anti as travcrsing the staty
oumard pragress of lus maork, are non, behelti by lîlai in a noiv
liglît, and wiîat wore fornenrly only obstructions, becoxue trans-
mnuteti inta nauxilianies ai lis gemmerai methati, or inta felicioms
opportunities for applýyin- it. The touchier, aoi tue chler iand,
,who is ignorant of Uic truc nature ai bis funetion, andi is unfur-
nishoti 'vith a practicai Monti, eau at hast take anly a partial andi
teelinical view af his dtues. lis variaus classes anti subjeets


