
Credilitu and Scepticisit.

Wlien this reckless spirit invades
our mioral. reasoings, and sets the
heart loose froin ail the dlaimis of'
duty, and all the pteadings of con-
r-nonce, how mielanclioly the resuit.
Whiat a wreck of evcry thing valqable
in the hopes of inan-what desolatioîi
oit the shores of a liniifless eteriiity.
Onec mastcr-iiind lias described the
sad catastrophe, aîid aîiother lias
traced it to its more :wývý'ul conse-
qucncc's. IlAs I ku~not whence 1
camne,' says Pascal, pci'sonatîng a
iniiserable sceptie, Ilso neitlieî' do 1I
know whither 1 ami going. I only
kniow that, upon leavitig this Nworld,
I fali for lover into a state of aniliii-
lation, or into the biauds of an inens-
ed God ; withiout coiprelîending te
which of these twNo states 1 arn to
look forward,.>, iny eteýrial lieritage.
Beliold, then, niy condition ; replcte
with %vretcliedncss, weakness, anîd
obseurityl Ncverýtheless,uplon thier-
view of ail this, I conclude thiat 1
have nothing to do but to pass iny
days without giving myseif any con-i
cern about nîy future dc-stiny." Il But ;
wvhat," enquires 'Mr. Hall, Ilif it be
lawful to indlulge sucli a thoulht,
what would be thc funcral obsequies
of a lost soul ? Wlicre shial wc tind
the tears fit to be wept at sucli a
spectacle,-or, covld -we reafize tic
calamity in ail its extent, ýý,hat tokens 1
of coininiscration and conceru wiould
lie deemed equal tiu the oecasion ?
\Vould it suffice for th- suni to veil
his iglit, and the rûoon lier brighît-
ness ; te cover Lice ocean withi mourn-
ing, and the licavens with sackclotli;
or, wIrc the whiole fabric of nature
f-, becorne afiîîiatc<l and vocal, would
it be possible for lier to utcer a (rroan
too deep, or a cry too piercinig, to
express the magnitude and extent of
sticli a catastrophe é"

Froîxi this couiparison, whicli miglit
have been iiel extendcd, between
the two evils of creduhfity and scepti-
cism, it will not be dîfficult tol decide
whý-ic'h is the more injurious to the

iridividual and te society. Every
thiiîking and couscientieus marn wilI
be desirous te be delivered from both
extremes, and te Ilpossess bis soul
in patience" as to %vliat lie adiiiits and
wliat lie (lisbOlicvOs. It is wise and(
important s0 to culti%-ate tlîe mental
powers as to beave the mind open to
conviction ; to enable it to (liscerti
the quality and weight of evîdence,
and te yield to its force; to receive
nothing upon trust which is capable
of prooi, or wlîierc it eau bL' ohtaiu-
ed; and in cvery case to liesitate no
longrer than te deterininie on whichîi
si<le the levidence preponderates. Of
the two, liowever, it appears that
sccpticisrn is far more daiigerous and
pernicious tlian credrîlity, w itl ail its
weakness and frivolitv, arnd ouglit to
be guarded against wýith the tuitîniost
care. Thougli it is probable tlrnt
Pyrrlio, the flounder of' the sceptical
sy'steii in tIhe scliools of pliibosopliv,
f .oî'saw nottlie absurd extent to wliich
it Nvould be carricd, it is irot reason-
able to suppose tlîat a svystem. tliiis
founded on doubt and cloudcd %witli
uncortaînty, could eithier teacli teîîeti
of any importance, or prescrîbe a
certain mile of conduet; and accord-
ingly we find that its followers wvcre
entirely guidod by chance and feel-
Sn g. Credulity inay believe too
inucl,-nay imbibe many errers te.
getheci with important truthi-ulav
disq niet hierself with, un nccessai '
tèears,-and soinetimies deprive lier-
self of periiiitted pleasures. Sct'pti*
cisni believes nothing, rcalizes notliin)g,
enjoys notlning ; equally destitute of
fcars that deter from vice, and of
liopes tlîat allure te virtue,--la%iig
ne true en.joyment of thîe lîfe tînat
now is, and no promise of blcssüd'
ness in the lifie tlîat is to corne. B3.

THE HEART.-In the worsýt of
tiînes there is still more cause to com,
plain of an evil heart, than of an evil
and cerrîîpt world. Proi'. xxx. 2.


