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only twenty-twvo. Froin the threshold of that humble littie-
homne, where bis father lay dead, hie looked out upon the cold.-
bleak world and wondered xvhat fate the future had in store for
hlim.

A short time before his father's death hie hiad gene to Peru-
broke College, Oxford, but ivant cf rmeans prevented him fromn
completing bis academnie course there and hie neyer graduated
at ail.

In after years, when lie liad mounted the ladder cf faine, lie-
received the degree cf M.A. and LL.D. as honorary distinctions.
After this lie becarne usher cf a schiool in B3oswvorth, Leicester-
sbire, but this proved only detestable drudgery and lie gave it
up and tried wvorking for booksellers in l3irminghamn. Then lie
married a widoiv, Mrs. Porter, and withi lier hie received ,(-8oo.
with which lie comrnenced a school, but without success. So-
that, il' 1737, we find hin startin1g eut for London, the happy
hunting reounds; cf ail adventurous literary characters, il-
comipany with the famous David Garrick, lis friend and former-
pupil.

In Garrick's mind the histrionic muse had already more thart
budded, and aithougli the study cf lav in Lincoln's Inn iras the-
estensible object cf bis mission te the ruetropolis, yet lie wîas..
weavingr for himself a more romantic career. In his busy
brain the orchestra, the footliglts and t1îe dmatis personeze-
ivere beingr more atteritively studied tIen laîvyer's briefs and
pleadings at the bar.

J ehnson's London life was liard and miserablc. He ceuld
scarcely keep the wolf fremi the door. In fact a literary life in
those days was by ne means a sinecure, but full of hardship and
want.

For twenty-six long years he teiled, pen iu band. Vcry often,..
it is said, lie and David Garrick., whose biegraphy lie aftcrwards
ivrote, ivere cernpclled te walk the streets cf London ail niglit,
liaviuig ne meney te lire even the common-st slelterand scarcely
enough te buy a loafof brcad te, keep themnselves from starvation.
This iras, of course, before hie becarne knoîvn te fane. Such,
miiseries and ivant ivere by ne means uncommon aniongr raîv
literary adventurers cf that period. Wlien our hero became-
famous his society -was very niuch soiglit after. R-is Rasselas,.
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