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The Fort Pclly District.

A DESCRIPTION BY A CORRESPONDENT OF A
WESTERN PAPER OF THIS FINK SECTION
OF TNE NORTHWEST.

Fort Pelly—from which this district takes its
namo was established by the Hudson’s Bay
Company in the year 1824, by a Mr. Robinson,
and used to be a very busy place in the good
old days of monopoly, when thero used to be a
stafl of 20 or 23 in connection with the Fort.
‘The present Fort is not on tho site of the origi-
nal Fort Polly. The present buildings were
built in the year 1358 by V. J. Christie, who
is well known throughout the N. W, T. The
trade now done at Pelly is very small as com-
pared ~ith a fow years ago. The fur trade
noever was under systematic and judicious
management and it naturally tends to exhaust
itself. The H. B, Co. at a post of this descrip-
tion depends for its trade with Indians (aud as
this has fallen off so has the staff, until to-day
thore is no one liviog at Port Pelly but the
clerk in charge and one or two house ser
vauts) and tho Indians, though they love the
wandering life of hunters and hate to settle
down as agricultarists, but forcad to ob ac-
count of game gotting so 3cavce, are begin-
ning to feel that only by doing what the Gov-
ernment want, i. e., live on a reserve, farm and
keep cattle, can they hope to make a
iiving in the near future, therefore Fort Pelly
is only an old landmark in the history of the
Northwest Territory.

The Fort is niccly situated on the banks of
the Assiniboiae, on the east side, and one ob-
tains a good view of the surrounding country.
The valley ie very beautiful at this point; at
one’s feet is stretched a panorama of hill and
dale, chequered with the variouy tiuts of the
pine, the aspen and the poplar, while through
tlre middle there wanders the silvery stream of
the Assiniboine, often doubling and iurning as
if williog to linger forever on so lovely a apot.

Swan River Barracks, the site of the first
government of the N. W. T., was up on the
Swan River, about 11 miles from Fort Pelly,
but they were burnt to the ground some years
ago, and nothing now rvemains but the old
“‘Snake Deer” to mark the spot.

The Assiniboine is at present about ten yards
wide, but at high water in the spring it must
be quite a big stream. The banks are thickly
clothed with willows of different sorts, and are
very steep in some placcs. There is alarge
lumbering outfit about 20 miles up stream from
Fort Pelly takiog out logs, which will in the
spring be floated duwa to Brandon; so one must
not judge by present appcarances of the As
siniboine.

There are a fow fish of inferior quality, such
assuckers and small Jackfish caught during
high water in tho spring, at which time the
Indiansmake basket nets (something after the
pattern of a lobster pot), and they also dam the
river in shallow places aud as the fish go over
the dam they fall on a wicker-work stage,
which leaves them high and dry and ecasy to
capture. Just now when the water is low
there are no fish to be caught. Ia fact fish
and all natural food grows scarcer every year,
and the day is not far distaut when the moose,
red deer and bear will be, like the buffalo, &

thing of the past, and only live in memory and
be somnothing for the Indian to look forward to
whon the time comes for him to go to the
“happy huoting grounds,” for they think all
the good times of tho past “beforo the white
man came to the country, boy,” are still wait-
ing for thom. Poor people ! It isa pity such
is not tho case.

Tho country between File Hills and Fort
Pelly is perfect for stock raising. Thoreis any
amount of hay, and splendid shelter for cattle,
and Ithiok in & season that was not too dry
one could raise good crops of all kinds. There
is quite u differenco between it and the R-gina
district. From about 12 miles on this side of
Fort Qu'Appelle the prairio gives place to a
succession of hills, which are genorally covered
with brush and emall poplar, Some places
along tha road from Qu’Appelle to Polly are
almost, one is inclined to think, as pretty as
artificial shrubberies.  This district is finoly
watered. Creeks flow along nearly every mile
or 50, and I am told this has been a dry season.
Prairie fires burnt overthe whole country last
September and part of October, and destroyed
hundreds of tonsof hay belooging to the settlers,
some of whom ¥ill be short of hay this winter.

There are many ftine lakes in the vicinity of
Fort Pelly, many of them with fish ia them,
and on the shores of all are very fine pieces of
land for farms. The shores aro generally well
wooded. There is one part of this district that
is especially worthy of mention—that is the
Swan River Valley. This valley is bounded on
the south and east by ths Duck Mouuntains,
2nd on the northwest by Porcupine Mountains.
It is about 125 miles long aad from 10 to 40
miles wide; well watered, well timbered, and
the richest of soil, and not to be excelled in the
Territories for stock raising (this isin the dis-
trict that the Wood Mountaia and Qu’Appelle
railroad have beeu granted by the Government)
and mixed farming. The valley is bounded on
the north by part of Winnipeggoosis, and the
large body of water so near at hand getting
warmed up in the summer does away with the
early frosts which are felt €0 mach in parts of
the Territories. Tomatoes, pumpkie, cucum-
bers, etc., grow to pecfection in the open air,
and all the wild fruit of this district cannot be
beaten by any other locality in the Territories.
All kinds of wild fruit grow here. Raspber-
rics, strawberries, currant, gooseberry, high
and low-bash cranberry,and also the saskatoon,
\ild pea and hops grow ull through the woods,
and then the different kinds of timber in this
district (wero it for nothing else) are well
worth the settler’s thought. Spruce, pine, ash,
birch, poplar, maple and elm all grow to per-
fection. One could get good timber fiftcen or
sixteen inches ip diameter 20 to 30 feet long,
and even more, The Swan River Valley is
also well adapted for sheep raising, and on the
whole 1 do not think any other district in the
Northwest could beat it for a stock raising
country. Thousands of tons of hay can be
obtained every year with little trouble. Thero
is good shelter for stock, good timber for houses
and stables, and above all good water, which is
one of the principal things to bo thought of in
a stock raising country. I hearda cattle buyer
say a short time ago when up here, that “he

nover went to look at cattlo where tho water
was not good."”

Ouao cannot pass through this country with.
out feeling that it is destined soouner or later to
become the happy home of thousands of aettlers
from tho older provineces ancé the old couatry,
with their fl)cks and herds, with their schools
and churchey, with their full garnors and their

social heartas.

United States Farmers in the Cana
dian Northwest.

The Dominion Dopartment of the Intevior
continues to receive from time to time favour-
able veports from delegates from tho United
States who have visited the Cavadian North.
west. Receotly & report was received froma
farmer of Jacksonville, Illinois, who, amongst
other things, says:

1 found that nothioghad been overstated
io regard to the quality of the land in cultiva.
tion, as the samples of grain I brought home
with me and the display of vegetables in the
market show, . . . . found men who,
eight years ago, had not five dollara to their
name, now prosperous farmers, the owners of a
quarter section of good land, well culti-
vated; cattlo and horses around them, snd, of
course, contented and happy. My conclusions
are that for grain raisiog the Regina district
in Assiniboia, and cast of Red Deer and south
and east of Edmonton in Alberta, are as good
ag tho best.  Focranchiog purposes the region
south and west of Calgary, and it may be north
also, cannot be excelled, while for mixed farm.
ing the region north of Olds is said to be un-
excelled. I took good care to tallc to men who
had no land to sell.

* As to the healthfulness of the climate, I
can say this, that for two years I had scarcely
seen awell day from bilious trouble, aad that
from the first week nearly all the sywptoms of
my complaint vanished, and by the end of the
second week I felt like a new muan, This is ths
unanimous verdict of all I met that no region
on earth is healthier than the Canadian North-
west, T think Ponce de Leoan searched in the
wrong place for the fouutain of perpetual
youth, I would not advise old people accus-
tomed to a southerly climate, and who are rea-
gonably well to do, to remove to an extreme
northern country. but young people with a
little capital to start on, and who wish to avail
themselves of theadvantages of a new country,
fertile soil, healthy climate, good markets, ex"
cellent railroads, unobjectionable neighbours,
and nominal taxation has to offer, can find no
better place on the continent of America than
the Canadian Northwest.”

Werld's Agricultural Congress,
1893

Among the many World’s Cingresses to be
held at Chicago during tho Columbian Expo-
sition, the Agricultural Congresses will bold an
important place. TFrom every nation, men will
come together for cooference and discussion,
who from practical and successful expericace,
patient and accurate research, or consequent
official position, are able #o report the condition
of farminog ia their own lands, and to suggest
the wisest and best means of removing obstacles,
securing greater success, and advancing the
conditions of land owners, working farmers and
farm laborers.  Topics of a broad and general
nature will be discussed, concerniog the prin-
ciples rather than the working details of geo-
eral farm culture, animal industry, horti
culture; agricultural organizitions and legis-
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