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mically as well as socially, and they are
closely ailied with a political class, which
tili lately engrossed power and made laws in
the interest of the employer. Seldom does
a man in Engiand rise from the ranks, and
when lie does, bis position in an aristocratic
society is equivocal, and lie neyer feels per-
fectly at homne. Caste runs from the peerage
ail down the social scale. The bul of the
land has been engrossed by a few -,vealthy
families, and the comfort and dignity of1
freehold proprietorship are scarcely attaina-
ble by any but the rich. JAverything down
to the railway carrnages, is regulated by
aristocracy: street cars cannot ru» because
they would interfere with carniages, a city
cannot be drained bec-ause a park is in the
way. The labourer has to bear a heavy load
of taxation, laid on by the class wvars of for-
mer days. In this new world oi ours, the
heel taps of old-world flunkeyism are some-1
times poured upon us, no doubt ; as on the;
otherhand, we feel the reaction from old-wvonld
servility, in a rudeness of self assertion on
the part of the democracy wvhich is sometimes
rather discomposing, and which we should;
be glad to see exchanged for the courtesy
of settled self respect. But on the ýwhole,
class distinctions are very faint. Haîf, per-
jiaps t-wo-thirds of the rich me» you meet here
have nisen from the ranks, and they are soci-
alIy quite on a level with the rest. Every-
thing is really open to industry. Every mnan
can at once invest his savings in freehold.
Everything is arranged for the convenience
of the masses. Political power is completely
in the hands of the people. There are no;
fiscal legacies of an oligarchic past. If 1
were one of our emigration agents, I shouldg
flot dwell so much on wages, which in fact
are being rapidly equalized, as on what wages
will buy i» Canada-the general improve-g
ment of condition, the brighter hopes, theg
better social position, the enlarged share ofg
ail the benefits wvhich the community affords. i.
I should show that we have made a step j
here at ail events towards -being a cornmu- î

nity indeed. in such a land I can see that
there may stili be need of occasional combi-
nations among the working me», to make
better bargains wvith their employers, but I
can see no need for the perpetuai arraying
of class against class, or for a standing appa-
ratus of industrial wvar.

Let me add, with regard to, Canada speci-
ally, that we have industrial interests of our
own to guard. An Amnerican agitator cornes
over the lines, makes an eloquent and high-
ly moral appeal to ail the worst and meanest
passions of huma» nature, gets up a quarrel
and a strike, denounices ail attempts at nme-
diation, takes scores of Canadian îvorkmen
from good employnîent and higli pay, packs
them off with railway passes into the States,
smashes a Canadian industry, and goes back
highly satisfied, no doubt, with bis work,
both as a philanthropist and as an American.
But Canada is not the richer or the happier
for what bas been done. Let us settle our
family concerns among ourselves: nobody
else understands themn haîf 50 wvell, or bas
half s0 mucli interest in settling theni riglit.

There is one more point which must be
toucbed with tenderness, but wbiclî cannot
be honestly passed over in silence. It could
nowhere be mentioned less invidiously, thaiî
under the roof of an institution, ivbich is at
once an effort to create higli tastes i» work-
ing men, and a proof that sucli tastes can be
created. The period of transition from high
to low wages, and froni incessant toil to
comparative leisure, must be one of penil to
masses whom no Mecbanics' Institute or
Literary Society, as yet, counts among its
members. It is the more so, because there
is abroad in ail classes a passion for sensual
enjoyment and excitement, produced by thc
vast developmnent of à calth, and at the same
time, as I suspect, by the temporary failure
of those beliefs, wbhich combat the sensual
appetites, and sustain our spiritual life. Col-
liers drinking champagne ! The wonld stands
agbast. Well, I see no reason wbhy a collier
should flot drink champagne if lie can afford
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