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with hie hood hanging down in his sap.  Ons class of!
his choice spirits, hud dishonorably loft him, while the
ather, even more dishonorably, continued to stay with
him. [ went with Alick, the boy who paolished plates
for ue, to take him up stairs and loy him away more
comfortably in a litile room oft the gallery where we
kupt boxes ard other rubbish, that he might not be
»cor in his degradation by unkind eyes.

An idea struck me that T would like if pasible to got
a picturo of him whilo he was drunk. If I could get
him up stairs without so stariling him as that he might
keow what T was doing and where he was, I theught 1
could succoed. T resolved, however, to try. Accord-
ingly, 1 tied my handkerchiei'suftly down over his eyes,
»0 that if hic opened them he could not sec light, and
Alick and I carried him owt through the back door of the
saloon 1nto the vard, thence to go up an iron stair-case
on the outside of the building which led to u rear doer
that opened into a room of the gallery,

By the time, hawever, we were on the first step, he
began (o mumble some thing to signify that ho was dis-
contented with his situation. We stopped a moment to
lull him to tleep again, and then -vent on carefully, 1
=ent up backwards, pulling him by the shoeulders, while
Alick followed with his feet, Weo unavaidably half
awskened hiu,, and he considerably amnused us by his
equally incoherent and unconscious remarks, When we
were on the top flight lie began to sing © Such a gittin up
stairg,” which, perhapz, gentle reader, you may have
simg vourself, theugh, I hope, not in a like situation.

I was surprised to find my aunt in the room when
wu entered with our jolly load. 48 2oon as she saw him
aho started up and exelaimed : “ Oh, Chasles! Chsrles!
vou will break my heart,” and as she saw the bandage
around his head that 1 had put on to blindfold his eyes,
she turned pale, and asked with terrib'e fearfulness of
the answer—< Is ho hurt 7

“78h,” said i, « Aunt Elsie. Don’t be alarmed.
Notising’s the matter more than common.”

[ briefiy explained to her my purpose, and her excit-
ed feeling was considerably soothed, aithough the beast-
ty coadition of her noble nephew—she called him no-
tle in apite of hie great favltz—ifilled her eyes with tears.

We carried bim in ard doubled him up on a sofa be-
fore the instrument.

s« Watcher doon t he asked, relling over at the risk
of falling off upon the foor.

“Go to sleep ! goto sloep!” =aid §, holding dewn
the bandage over hiis eyes. ¢ This ia a respoctable time
of night for you to como home afier your spres—and
besides you porsist in keeping the rest of us awake by
vour eonfounded nojea ! ¥

“Eh? hic ! said he loudly with 3 wide gapo.

* Pve put out the light,” said I, ¢ aow lie atill.?

" Ye.c-s —hic ! oozed out from his throat through
uis mouth in dwindling drawl, liko ropy molasses from
85poon,

) “ll':i put you wa the piliow first,”” smd 1 eccommoda-
agly.

“Thauk yousit—hic ! hie,” said he with unavoidable
emphasis on the first hic.

I pulied him up against the side of the sofe to axpose
i3 face to full view, shoved up his logs in as ludicrous
& posiiion as I could, braced him ep tight and loft him
to gat o und asleop helora 1 took off the handkerchief.
He soon veconciled himsell with meat delightful un-
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‘canscioiioinoss to his eituation, and hecame snorin ly

slutnborows 1 thon unc: ‘ered his ayes and preparoed to
take a picturd of bim.

I dosired to exaggerate the cireumstances as muck
as possble, so I disarravged his hair, endeavoring 1o
give it & elotted appesarance, sprinkled some lamp.
black on his face to resembls dirt, bloeded one side
sf his forehead with a little red ink, crushed his collae,
partially cntied bis cravat, wrinklod his shirt-hosom,
and laid on his lap an old mashed hraver hat, which {
horrowed for the purpose from tho black man who
sawed wood for us.

My =2unt had not ceased to weep meanwhile, ang
still sat in the corner of the room with her baandkerchief
to her eyes. ldrew n chair tothe head of the sofa, and
ached ber to sit there, that I might include hor in the
picture. She removed from her seat by the wall and
bent down gently over him. A steady expression of
grieved affoction everspread her face, which I wasdo.
sirous to catch in the daguerreotype.

I arranged the instrument at the proper focus, put
in the plate, and calculated the time, Tho duy was
clear, and I gaveit ffiy-five seconds. Ha did nat
stiv during the operation, nor did my aunt. It wasag
pesfoct & picture as I had ever taken. It lacked only
a fine subject, .

1vgilded” it (I presumne you underatand the tcchni-
cality of the term,) with great care, and showed itte
my autt who inquired what [ was going to do with
it,

o] intend,” said I, “ to take out his portrait from
the show-case and put this in its place, that ho may
sec it and bo ashamed of himsell.”

#* No,” said my aunt, ¥ cannot pormit that Lis
vice be so exposed. The picture will necesarily at.
tract greai attention.”

I replied that I svould put it in sn that in the morn.
ing, when I supposed he would ba sober, he might
see It bafore tho caae was sot out at the entrance. My
aunt was willing that 1 should do this, and went her
self to the desk, took out a sheet of paper, and bsgan
to weite. When sho kad finishod sho folded it and
handed it to.me, saying, ** Put that behind the plato
in the caso. He will take out the picture as soon as
he sees it, and [ want him to zead this, I pray Hen
ven ho may not disregard ite It reads thus 3"

My oeaR Nerrew.—How long will yeu persistin
your gelf~degradation? You aie breaking my heatt-
Onco again, I pray you, bscoms & sober man. Call
upon God for help, and he will shield you from temp-
tstion. Sign the plodge that I have written below,
and ask the bleasing of Heaven upon yeur eadeavor
to abide by it. Give it to ms when you have set your
name to it; but if you never do § shall still leve you
and pray for you, though I cannot help grieving ol
my happineas away. Daothisand receivo the blessing
of your aunt. Exsig.

The pledge, which was written on & separate 8ide
of tha shoet, was in thesc words @

“ | golemnly promise that from this day hencoforth
during the remainder of my life, I will sntirviy ab-
xiain from drinking ali intoricating liquors, and in the
tulfilmant of this ebligation, I humbly aad oarneatly
invoke the aid of Almighty God.”

I procured & carrings and convayed my coudld
home. Mo was putto bed where ho romainod unti



