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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

selves pure. It was nuw an ascertained fact, that drunkenncss,
while it was not iteelf a vica punishable by law, was the parent
and the source of tho long train of cruncs that were so pumshable.
If they examined the cgisters of tho police offices—if they inves.
tigated the carcr which came before the Shenff and higher courts
—they found invasiably that, cven where drunkenness lind not
been the primary, 1t had yet been & prmeipal cause of he long”
tramn of disardecs that Jead ultimatoly to run—if not the ongnat.
ng cavso, it had been tho auxibiary, the propelhing cause. They
invanubly found that there was no form of vico with which in.
tempceranc, was not associated. What was st that caused tho
household brawls, the firtondo assnults and murders, the batbanty
and brutality that overwhelmet all the domestic aftectiona? What
was i( that Causcd the ruin of the famlies of the puor, the neglect
and pervorsion of education, the defiance of decency, the nogluct
and abuse of tha Sabbath?  What was 1t that made the demand
for ragged schools—what was 1t that filled therr jads and work-
huuses, that demorahzed and degraded so large a portion of the po-
pulation? Did it not all anse from tlys provailing vice, and from
the innumerable vices associated with 1t 7 No one could deny
that aither directly, or by some intervening link, this degradation
of our people touk its nse from intoxieating hquors.  How came
1t to pass that therc was so many pohce offences comnuttied be-
twixt Saturday night and Monday murning 7 Was 1t not because
this was the timo specially devoted to tlus dobauchery—the time
when ordinary work ccased, and gavoe place to voluntary accupa-
tion and enjoyments—the time when tho lubourer had money in
his hande, and when the call to duty was overborne by the force
of templation 2 In tho city where he remided, he understiod that
somewhers about £100,000 was annually expended in Snbbath
Eubl:c house drinking, It was distressing to think that winlst
read and other provisions must be laudt in on Saturday night, in
order that the shups and stores might bo ghut up on Subbath,
there was an exception in favour of epirituous hquors, It was
found lately, on &n investigation in Edinburgh, that 400 public
houses were on the Sabbath plymng their customary trade, as
if dram-drinking were an ordmance of rehgion, and as if
it were part of the means by which the Sabbath was to be
eanctified, Ilo understood that the city of Glasgow ex~
pended £1,200,000 sterling annually in intoxicating liquors,
Now, a million of this certeinly went out of the pockets of tho
goor. What a histery did this roveal of thic pregent state of things !
low bountful was God, and oh, how ungrateful and perverso
wasman ! Thismoney, rightly cconomised anil properly employed,
would go far to fced and clothe, to housc and cducato, to relicve
and render comforiable all the poor of tho city, und change =
mass of corruption and abomination into a well.conducted,
peacsful, and happy community.  What measures wete they (o
take for the repression of thisevil, and fur it ultinate extirpation ?
No single panacca could bo found to cure the discase in all its
phaecs.  ‘They advocated to the full the bencfits of cducation, of
moral discipline, of Christian mstruction, of cconomic mcasures
for giving employment to the poor, and the means of subsistence,
of improving the dwclings of 1he poor, and making them such as
would contribute (o decency and to health—hc said they advo.
caled to the full all such mensures. The want of this was deeply
to be deplored § but after all, if they could not deettoy 1lis vice, all
those evils would spring up aga:n hike tho heads of the Hlydra.
This monster vice was favourcd and fostered by their own habits
and custome—il was supporicd by tho specious opinions and
popular practices of the country—it was cncouraged by the re,
gpcctability of thuse who drank. But what was to be done?
Something, he belioved, might be dono by a powerful Government,
if sustained by Chrietiun principle.  He' did not see why the Go.
vernment might not srue #uch orders and mnake such laws as
greatly tv reduce the numiber [ public houses. In place of
allowing one public house fur <. 1y half dozen, or dozen, or score
of other louses, Government nught not allow more than onc
pubhc-house 1o a hundred ordinary dwellings. .

- The Rev. Br. M'Corkle next addressed the mecting.

Mr. Douglas, on being introduccd, was very warnily reccived.
After rome introductory remarks, he said they were progressng
most favorably. They had now G6 Free Church munsters os
members of their body—and he had that day reccived letters from
two more—one of whom was. not quite satisfied with their con.
slitution, but he was guing to attend their next mecting, and

ject. A miinister in tho North had latoly resolved to join, and ho
naw wrote to ey that hie haped to bring all his preshytery alang
with lum. He might aleo inform them that their ranke had ro.
cvived a poworlul acecssion in tlic pereon of Mr. Peter Drum-
mund of Stifng, whu he (Mr. Douglas) was suro would prove
a most energetic and cfficiont member. ~ Altogether, thero wero
many most encouraging and gratifying eymptoms altending them,
and curinus, {00, some of them wore. For instance, tho first thing
charged against them was that they were a parcel of hot-headd
young men.  Now, it was pleasant to know that thoy had tho
five aldest ministers of the Free Church upon their side. They
had ministcra mombers in almost cvery Synod, and they were re-
presented in 32 Presbyterics.  flo beheved that there were about
30 nunisters who, though they had not jained them, were at pre.
gent practising abstinonce, teying as it were, how 1t would agree
with their constitution.  “Their doctors told them that a little wine
did them good, and they were afraid to go against their advice.
flis cxperience, however, led him to disbelicve the accuracy of
their statemnent ; fur ho found himself much befter, stronger, and
healthier, since ho practised abstinence than before. Certain
ladies had joined their ranks, and done good sctvico, and it was
of singular importanco o abtain to the widest possible oxtent, their
grood-will and active aid in this undestaking winch falls peculiatly
within «heir dvmestic empire.  Me. Douglas concluded his ad.
dress by appealing to the friends of the movement to support at
by their cuntnibutions, jnd esnble them to get at tho sources of
power.

The Rev. Mr. Arnot, on nising, was very cordially recefvod.—
o aasd he attended this meoting ae ho did the previcus ono, in
order to take lus share i any difficulty ot responsiblity that might
attach to the proceei  ags, 08 well asof getting his portion of any
honor that might be e guing A very dear, ciniment, and csteemed
fuend of lug, 10 speaking to him on tho subjeet, had disacnted
from ttis view. o said he could not jom tho socicty without
comutting humself fo many sinular bodies—alleging that there ¢x-
isted just as much need for p suciety against extravagapee in dress,
Ho (Mr. Arnat), if any ono was there whose better half was given
to weanng too much lace, could only sugyest that he shauld keop
the purse strings tight, and if the lady had a fortune of her own,
she must, he supposcd, be allowed to do as sho pleased. It was
very evident, however, that us regards dress they could not ndopt
the principles of total abstinence. FHe could argyo againit the objec.
tion in no aother way, hecause the cases were hio way analaguuy,—
When cxtravaganco in dress came, like oxtravagance in driuking,
10 be the cause of the largest portion of the cnmo and nusery of
the country, then they wn‘ght procced to institute somo sort of a
saciely agamst it. e did not undertake to say which,was the
greatcst comparative sin in the sight of God ; it was not for him to
declare or even imagine that, but it was evident that euch an olijec.
tion was altogether irrclevant and beside tho question.  “$here was
occasionally some muttesing amony their Free Church ftiends as
to the increage in their numiber of schemes; it was said they were
multiplying and bringing in too many schenes, and that the effect
of soliciting contributions for » new ono would bo to liuit thase
given to the rest, [le thought it manitestly and demonetrably
true, that even in arking inoncy contributions for this scheme they
might inerease the ability to support the others.  If thoir princi-
ples were diffused over all the adherents of the Free Courch, there
wouldbe a dual of moncy saved;and even though one.fourth of it
were given to the Abstinence Society proper, there would sfifl bo a
great overplus for the other schemes.  Ho decined it on gncou-
raging fact ti.at thers existed now farloss of gross and outrageous
drunkenness anwong the refined and opulent classes than therc was
in the last geneiation. This wds gratifying, because fushions,
whether good or cvil in their nature, gravitated downwards—they
reached the lowest classes after having been abandoned by the
lighest.  Even in the matter of s spring bonnet, the Queen set the
fashion, and it went down and down, Ull at Jast tho poorest would
bo faund dashing away wuth that cxact shape long after her
Majesty had got another. Likc as a steamer when passing
through o Jake, raiscd a deal of splutter and ferment just where
sho was passing, which afterwards became quite amdolli “and
calm, whi'c the agitation which had been caused speit-iteell
i Jashing tie shore; so the higher classes werc now gaict ‘and
calm, but the cxample they hud set was ragiilg among the
lower classes; and ho asked if tic former were not called
upor to coie down and allay the troubles they had caused?

would then perhaps jon them; tho ather was to be at his resi.
deace to-morrow, and they wouid then consult tegarding the sub-

There were son'e of his fricnds who said to him that it was quite




