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Proposed Solution of
War Housing Problem
T pl "__ Expert of (

" Scheme for War Workers

Shortage of houses is reported from
all parts of Canada. Subject to var-
iety of local conditions the causes of
the shortage are everywhere the same,
namely, scarcity and dearness of
money and high cost of labour and
materials. These causes have come
suddenly into being as a result of the
war and have practically killed private
enterprise in building.  1f the present
economic conditions were likely to be
permanent, the position would gradu-
ally right itself, as the level of rents
and purchase price would soon rise to
meet the increased cost; but perhaps
the most prevalent expectation among
authorities is that the existing con-
ditions are not permanent and that
costs will recede to some considerable

tent—although not probably to the
old level—when the war is over. That
expectation is so likely to be realized
that it is almost certain private enter-
prize will cease to be much of a factor
in producing a supply of houses for
several years to come.

There is a special war housing and
a general industrial housing problem.
The war problem is associated with
the drift of population to districts
where war industries have been estab-
lished. The general industrial problem
existed before the war and has been
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" It is claimed that in Canada we are
also in vrgent need of houses to help
in winning the war, that we need them
to enablc us to increase the output of
our war industries. What our
policy be in regard to this pressing
special problem of war housing, due
regard being paid to the lessons of
Britain and the United States? Other
aspects of the housing question may
surely be lefi in abeyance till that one
aspect is settled. If we fail to solve
any problem of housing that needs
(Concluded on page 26.)




