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CRossîNo THUE ALP'S BY I3ALL.ooN.

One of the most daring ascents ever
made is reported frîon Switzerland.
Cal)tain Spelterini, a famnous aeronat,
lias succeeded in crossing the Alps in bis
balloon. HP ascendcd to the Eiger
Glacier station on the railroad up the
Jungfrau, where a departure platformi
had been erected. To this his balloon
was attached. It contained sixteen hua-
dred cubic, metres of gas, and 'was care-
fully ballasteri wo allow for, the heiglit
froi îvhich the start was made. As the
balloon rose, it wvas watched witlî intense
inteî-est by the spectators. Wýhile stili
in the lower latitudes, thue captain could
be seen taklng photograpis, of the lesser
peaks. Gradually the ballooi. rose until
it was lost to view. Later lu the day,
whien the captain deseended safely at
Adelboden, hie reported that lie had en-
joyed splendid wveather, and had talzeli
several fine photographs. The view of
the summiits of the Alps was marvel-
I oius. The maximum hieiglit attained
wvas 20,000 feet. The Jungfrau itself Is
13,671 feet high. H-e passed over the
summit, and drifted iu the direction of
Valais. There the -wind changed, and
hie was carried baclçi toward the Berne
Canton. where a landlng being considered
advisaible, the balloon wvas brou, it to
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the groiind after its adventurous trip.
The scene froni the balloon wvas exceed-
ingly beautiful, the mnotintain top)s viewed
from that novel position being most im-
pressive.

The Jungfrau (the niaiden) is one of
the niost fanions of the Alpine l)eaks. It
is cc'jebrated in story and romnance and
adventure. fI. receive(l its naine froîn
the unsullied purity and dazzling bright-
ness of the snow, -%vith -which It 15 cov-
ered. There was a tradition that no
mountaineer liad ever climbed to its
sumimit, but in 1.811 two Swiss gentle-
men succeeded in reaching it, and sinen
then Agassiz, Professor Forbes, and
others, made the ascent. 'llie railroad
iup the miountain wvas commienccd in
1898. It is intended to carry it to the
summiiiit, whlere an observatory will be
erected. The îvonl is oiîe of extreme
difficulty, the gradients in some instances
belng twenty-five per cent. The grandeur
of the scene %vitnessed by the aeronauts
miust hiave been wonderful beyond de-
scription. Neyer before have those
those snow-clad peakis been viewed from
any one on their level. To any one gaz-
ing at their vast bulk and meditatlng on
their majestic proportions, how ovei'-
whielming munst be the prophet's idea, of
the p)owçer of the Almighty.
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