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appreliension lay in their own misrepresentations.
TI'e sovereign pontiff, hias nerely guarded the
faithful against the efforts of certain Bible societies
%vhose ûditions of the Sci ipture are nlot ackrowledà--
ed by tbe C-itholie world, and bias directed their
attention to the great priiîciples of Christian ortho-
doxy, whicb mntst always serve as the protection of
their faith.

From the observations we have made, it follows,
ià the first place, that the Catholic cburch bas ai-
w~ays desired to see the IIoly Scriptures in the
bands of lher oidren. Socondly. sho lias placed
no r*estriction upon the use of the Bible asnong lhe
laity, if %ve except a short period subsequont ta the
reforination, whien the circumstances of the tinios
inmperiausly domand.-d sonie such rec'îlation.-
Tbirdly, this disciplinaiy reastriction -%a's only
adopted in somo countrios, and a (lhe pi osent day
it fia longer exists. The only requiremient now
on1 thi8 point is, that the ver!-ion uscd by the people
be approved, and illtstrated by conientarios front
the fathers and other Catbolie ivritei-s.

But, in sanctioning the reading. of the sacrod
volume by the faitbful in general, the Church lias
at ail times expressly avowed, and acted upan the
principle, (bat the Seriptures, independently of an
unerririg guid.e, are not adapted to the discovery
or the preservation of religious truth ; and she
mightf appeal, for the accuracy of ths principle,
ta the admissions of Protest3nts; 'tbmselvs.-
They have, ever since the pet iad of the reforma-
tion, deplore1 the lamentable divisions wvhich the
liberty of private interpretation produced ; but in
vain have tbey endeavoured ta remoedy the ovil,
wbich will always bie exl;ibited amongst the sects
-consisting of as many judgos of the faitb as tbore
niembers belonging to thom. *When Luther had
once opened the flood-gates of errar, ho uantemn-
plated with dismay, but lie could not chîeck the
ravages of the impetuous torrent. -- Mlen are now
corne to such a pitch of disorder," ho says, Il that
they stand no longer in need of any toachers
Every man now gives the law to bimnself."' Ltos-
heim relates that, in certain parts of Germ-any,
fanaticism had been carried to sucb an extreme as
to invoke the interference of tbe civil pr-iver,
wvhich forbade the reading of the Soriptures.-
Melanebton acknowledgied that, Il the iiwbole EtIb
eould nlot supply water enough ta bewail the dlis-
sensions of the refornation."1 Such %vas the Ian-
guage, too, of Calvin, Duditb, and ali lbe leazling
men wlic corntributedl ta the religious revolution of
the sixteenth century. -Manty of the most distin-
guished Protestant ivriters have gone niuch farier
thara this, and with a strange inconsisteticy, have
acknowlod-ed the imprac!icability of discovering
revealed tr-"th or inaintaining it in its puritY,
without reaorting te the CatUiolie rule of faith.-
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t"The ignorant and the siiiiple,1' îays .Jurieu,

are not only incapable of finding ont the trnlli
by reading the Bible, but 1 allaov that snch moans
cf flnding out the trnllh is abqurd and impossible,
and utterly beyond the reach of the pubi."-
The celebratod Claude has expressod the saine
opinion. As to the use of the Sot iptures witlîoit
a guide, Arclîbishop Brainhali observes that, Il te
unrestricted liberty of reading the Bible is mvore
injuriaus to teligion than ail the rostraints of the
Catholies.!' IThe loarned Soldon declares that
Ithase two ivards -srutamina Scripturas' (search

tlie Soriptures) have undone tlie ivorld ;" and for
tho saine reason bave several learned members of
the Anglican cburch avnwed thoir unequivacal
opposition ta the efforts of our modern Bible
secietios, convinced, as Dr. Norris reînatks, .hat
thoy are Ilfrau.ght %, ith danger to the bost in(,. .-sti
of trnbh and unity, throughout tlie %%orld." We
shall concluide <bese has<y observations %vit!i the
tblloiving extracts, one of which is tram a diîtiti-
guislied Protestant niinister, and the other fro.n
one of the brighiest luminaries of the primitive
Chnrcb:.

Il If it be the wish of mon that the Bible should
net becomne usoless and evet' dangerons; if on the
cantrary it onght to bie a fixed mIle of faitli and
oordnct ; it ouglit thon e<,ser.tially to be acceni-
panied by a tiibnnal, establislied to lix and decide
ils senso. And <bis tribunal, in order ta perforin
sucb office, sbnould be invested with an INFALLIBLE:
authority. Sucli bas, in ail agos, beon the opinion
of the niost eminelît and distinguishoed mietnbers of
<ho Cbiurch of Christ."

IDisputes must necessarily be endlcss, %%Iere
men appeal only to the Soriptures ta decidu them.
In this case eacbi party mnay grarnt and deny, and
deny and grant for ever. Tho -,icýdry in ail -sticl
co'itests mnust reniain always doubt(ui, - and the
effect, will be that eachb ide Ný iii claim iL equally,
and evezi continue eacbi the more 1l,,cd in ils olin-
opinion. And ivbat therefore is tlie method %%!.icb,
on tho occasion of sncb contests, men ongbt in thàeir
prudence to adopt ? Wby, lot (hem look for tbat
ÂtJTHOIXITY-for those pasturs to %whom the depesi-
tumn of faillh bas been confided, and to vnbom (lie
Soriptures theemselhý s belong. ht is froin these
<bat we receive both the truc Scriptures and the
true sonse of (ho Scriptures."

At Ventry Chapel, on Sunday hast, Hughi Con-
nor and Wife, twa of tbe deluded votaries of the
Irish Society, appeared in <ho garb of public peni-
Lents, 'for their defection [romn the Faith.-Newry

Examîiner.


