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THYE MOTUER'S HAND.

The following article is translated from
L'Evangeliste appears in the Canade Pres.
hyterian :—

No instrument can, like the hand, give
wood, glass sud other articles their fine and
brilliant polish.  Spectacle plasses, telescope
lenses and piano keys, after having been
polished by special processes, receive from
the hand their iinishing touches. Now the
hand which gives the family its last polish is
the mother’s.  What 1.benr and education
cannot do, thic hand dms with exquisite
grace and astonishing success,

See those children, the cleannessof whose
pretty faces and litile hands is second anly
to that of their clothes; see the kitchen,
those dishes, often of vy humble fare, but
alwaye tastefully made ; see those articles of
furniture, that vessel, very plaw, perhaps,
but how clean they are, how they shine!
And if any one of the family suffer, what can
take the place of the mother's hand! Yes,
thut hand works all these wonders, aud
chapges tho fireside into a real paracise.

The mother’s hand, which cxcelsin a phy
sical point of view, is «till more admirable in
a moral one. It is she who gives the family
ts incomparable charm. It is she who plaits
the bawds which unite these racinbers in an
indissoludble munner, It is she who forms
the heart, the courcience and the character
of the child, but givirg this strength of re
sistance 10 evil which will inerease with age.
An aged lady said :—

“The vlder 1 grow, the more I feel that I
am like my mother ; and m, mother waslike
my grandmothier ; and I see that my daugh-
ters are like me.  Uconclude that a mother’s
hand can guide several generations.”

In a fearful wara soldier who was mortal
ly wounded was taken to o hespital. His
mother came to see hun, and asked the dac-
tor's permi-sion to tuke the vurse’s place be-
side her son.  ‘The doctor gave it, entreating
her not to go to him till night, when the
lamps would e alinost put wut, in order not
to malke herself known, for the least excite-
ment would be faal to him.  Towards md-
night the wounded oneseemed to be in great
sutfering.  His wother passed her hand over
hiz brow. When he felt the touch the
soldier raived hauself up and, in a weak voice
said ;—

A little morc light ! The hand which has
passed over my brew is my mother's! I
want tosce my me ther ©° Aud dvhen he e
braced her he added : “NMather, let tlus hund,
vhich has guided wy fivst steps, which has
opened so oftew to lavish care on me, and
which has led me to Jesus, 1emain on my

brow 1ill my Saviour leads me to the
Father t” '

Mothers to work ! Vour task is a great
and a lovely one.  Let your nimble and bles-
sed hand give your femily its lact polish of
incomparable grace, of perfect order and of
joyful and strong piety.

PHE FAITH CURE.

The Churchman uses very strong language
in speaking of the ¢ fuith cwe.”  Whether
it be as true as it is strong cur readers will
judge according to their own helidds : .

“The sil'iest and sickliest of all the many
fads that ape Che stiavity, and in some in-
dividuals supplant it, is what ix called the
Yaith Cure religion.  In the first place, it is
altogether concerned  with the body. It
teaches that the body and  the lJife of the
body are the chief objects of prayer anl the
chief care of the Sav.our. In our u.peri-
ence of Taith Curists we have found  them
neglectors of public worship, scoruers of the
sa raments, and vegardless of the Christian
ministry.  They believe that Christ came to
cure their vhenmatism or  their jaundice.
That the prayer of an earnest believer., even
though he be a pagan like the Syrophenician,
can-obtain bodily blessings fram Clivist is
undoubted, but God refused to take away
the bodily infirmity of St. Paul, and though
Christ is Saviour f the body, He is chicﬁy
Author of salvation to the soul. Christian-
ity is not meant to he merely an instrument
of medical relief. It is a discipline, a sys-
tem of morals, u scheme of grace through
ordinances ; it seeks the glory of God and
the diffusion of charity and love between
rich and poor. the helpless and  the power-
ful. To look for its efficacy as principally
tending to the care of-men’s wretehed, per-
ishing bodies, is the grossest of delusions,

“JIu seking a sphere of usefuiness, do
not look to. far away. Closer inspection
may discover your field of laber just where
vou are. (God's providence deterumines your
lot, and generally purposes wutk for youin
your imwedate surioundirgs. Itis hard
for the awmbuticus and future scanning to
realizg this. They ants.me «peningina
distant clime, or 1 *“the geod t me coning.”
They are o conceined abuut the ereat des.
tiny swiitmg them, and_so expectant of a
certain a1der of opportunity, that they over-
look the work and p'ace of activity near at
hand.  Tao of-en the ageney for their de.
velopment, and the sea-on fur their bhest ex-
ertions, and the place of their hif> woik are
lost through neglect of their present cuviron-
wents.”—Phil. Pres,
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