THE LUMBER TRADE.

LUMBER OUTLOOK IN
UNITED STATES.

The lamber proiduct of 1899 Is cor-
tain to be large. There will be no
great increase in tho output of white
pine over last year, though probably
some cnlargement of the output will
bhe offected, but hemlock will he pro-
Jduced on o much larger senle, spruco
will movre than hold its own, while
yellow p'ne will be manufactured on
a larger scale than ever before in the
history of the bustness. The question

ThE

of interest Is as to  whether
this  enlargal supply  can be
taken c¢are of without affecting

prices or produciuy any appreclable in-
erease in the stock. 1t is on the whole
doubtful if the merease In output will
any more than keep pace with the in.
creaso of the demand, and the demand
lust year was greot cnough to cause a
heavy diminution of stock at the end
of the year as comyared with the be-
giming. This 15 another argument
for the general malutenance of values,
though the distribution of the pro.
duct as between the different competi-
tive woods may lower prices of some of
thiem.—American Lumberman,

LUMBER TRADE NOTES.

Northk Carolina pme has advaaced $1
per thousand at the mills.

The market for shingles at Minne-
apalis remains steady at $210 for
Extra ®*A* red shingles.

Isaac Cockburn has heen appointed
seeretary of the Western Retail Lum.-

bermen’e  associntion, t0 succeed
Joha Dick.
A report from Birtle says: Mac-

Arthur Bros.’ drive has reached town
and thefr mill yard presents a  very
husy scene just now.

Cypresy is to some extent taking tho
place of white pine in the manulacture
of doors in the south. This Is owing
partlr t the scarcity of pine. These
eypress doors are being sold at aboug
the same price as No. 1 white pine
£00TS. .

The trade 1n poplay wood 1n the Unit-
cu States {9 very active anq wills are
unadble to keep pace with the demand.
Some mills are sald to be sold so far
ahead that v wils take them the entire
geason to clean up orders in hand on
some grades, S .

Famine prie?s ace praevailing for some
kinds of hardwoed in nearhy United
S{ates markets. Quarter sawed white
oak 18 particularly scarce and manu.
lacturers are offering very high prices
for thie wood. Thick, dry white ash is
zlso practically cut of the market.
Maple ffooring prices have advanced $1
on clear, $2 on common, and $1L on
factory flooring.

Iny hemiock Jumber is exceedingly
wearvee in svuthern markets and prices
are fmm at about $2 per thousand
over last year's figurcs. The Michigan
mil men have formed an association
for the purpose of equalizing market
comditions ax far a8 possible. A price
aae s been fixed on the basis of $8
per thousand for short lengths and $2
estra for each additional two feet.
Thix & the price on the docks.

N. Iawlf, of Waunipeg, who went to
Ottawa as one of the delegation to
confer with tne government regarding
the Tnuglas grain bill, returned last
Sunday. o [ AL

THE COMMERCIAL

THE IMPLEMENT TRADE
THE TWINE MARKET.

The probable course of twine prices
during the remainder of the scason be-
comeg more and more problematical
as the weeks slip by. Conflictlng stor-
fcs regarding the positions of  large
jobbers aro in circulation. Somo of
them are said to have reached the con-
cluslon that their purchases are more
than ample for their  trade require-
ments, and it I8 known to be a fact
that certain  jobbers, as noted last
week, aro looking around for relief.
On the other hand, it is cqually well
established that ono large Jobber has
been trying for the past week to buy
100 tons of pure manila, and had fonnd
but onc coucern from which he could
obtain it, yet whose price was so high
that a contract was out of the quos-
tion.  Another jobber is reported t.
have eagerly snapped up o block of
100 tons of standard which another
Jobber was willing to spare. It would
scem from these incidents that some of
the Jobbers think they are loaded he-
yond thelr needs, while others are in
the market for more. Manufacturers
have asserted that if any weakness de-
velops it will be among the vholesal-
ers. whe are frightened by the c¢rop
cutlcok. It is worthy of note, however
that the Jobbers who are most likely
to take harm are not the ones who
beught twine at the lowest prices,
hence it is reasonable to assume that

they will defer any concessions m price.

until the last minute, before which
time conditlons indicative of a bet-
ter out-come may arise.

1t is o waiting game thet the job-
bers are now indulging iu, nat in the
sense that they are indifferent to sell-
ing. opportunities, but that they are
watching developments closely in dr-
der that they may determine on the
proper course to be pursued Iater. Tf
any have applled the scalpel to o
price schiedule it has not yet appeared
on the surface.

Mamuacturers are fairly well sold
up. Some cannot take on any more
business for delivery earlier than July,
and others could, to use their own
language, “squeeze out a little in
June.,” One large company haswith-
drawn entirely from the market, hav-
ing sold ali the twine bthey care to,
if not all they can make. A careful
sumning up may effect a change
later on.

Iiber is again weaker, stsal cspecial-
1y, having dropped back behind masntfla.
whereas it has endeavored for several
weeks past to rank the other fiber in
price. A dearth of busincss may have
cavsed the manipulators of sisal hemp
%o bring it down from its lofty aud
inconsistent position as a bals to at.
tract buyers. But fiber prices, if the
manunfacturers’ diagnosis of tha situa-
tion 18 correct, will cut no figure in
regulating twine prices for ‘the re-
nmainder of this season. According to
governl conservative twine makers
there remams to be purchased very
It:tle hemp for vhis year's product, and
the present weakness of the hemp
market 18 expected to Induce buying of
stock for 1900, These men are
equally positive that the jobbers hold
the key to the situation as fac¢ as
future prices of twine are concerned.

Prices f.0.b. Chicogo remain as jol-

lows: .
Sisal.. .. SO PR SOOI ¢ 2 051
BEANAATT e e soerer ser - sverseons sseree e 9 12
Manila (800S00t) . e we wer 10 1.2

Fore mania .. .. e se e s w1l

Car lots, 1.4, cent less. Tive ton
lots, 1.8c less. Tfall terms.—Farm Im-
plement News, May 11.
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IMPLEMENT TRADE NOTES.
Tho first association of agricultural
implement dealers ever formed in Eng-
Jand, has just completed it organiza-
tlon. ' [N
American hemp s reported higher,
an advancec of 15 conts ner hundred
hasving occurred last week, Producers
now realize $56.15 per 100 e,

Hay press manufacturers held a
mecting in Chilcago on May 1ith to
conshler an advance in prices. The ox-
tent of the proposed advance is not
yet known

The consolidation of Unlted States
plow manufacturing intorests Is mak-
ing progress. At a meeting held in
Chicego last week the plans of orisan-
izntlon were advanced a stage. Only
a scetlon of the manufacturing inter-
ests will be in the trust. The capi-
tal stock I8 $0 be $30,000,000. .

At a meeting of manufacturers hekl
in Chicago last Wednesdny advances
were made in the prices of corn-shell-
ors, fced-mills and cider mills, The
advances amount to from 10 to 135
per cent. T

At a meeting of the Northwestern
Plow Association of the United States
held in Chicago on May 8, it was
decidedt  to make an advance of 15
per cent in the price of all kinds of
plows. Some manufacturing concerns
were in favor of making the advance
2+ t0 25 per cent, but the majority
thought that too radical u change
to muake at one time. The resolution
provkling for the advance gives these
concerns the option of adding more
than 15 por cent if they want to, but
does not make it compulsory. In-
creased cost of material is the reason
assigned for the advance. Cultivators,
harrows and corn planters azre nlso
affectoxl by the advance.

Tuspection ot Hides,

A deputation of tamners recently
walited on the Ontario government and
asked that the inspection of hides be
miade compulsory at the principal ac-
cumulating markets. Winniperr was
one of the points included in the pro-
posal. A bill for the compulsory in-
spection of hides was introduced in
parliament & year ago, it will be re-
membered, but It was withdrawn
later. The proposed act would not, it
is presumed, affect the buying of hides
in country markets. Dealers will no
doubt be left at liberty to buy inany
way they Jike in the country. 'The
compulsory inspection, if it goos into
effect, would apply to the handling
of hides in accumulating markets. Of
course if inspection is mude compul-
sory buyers would iikely be more care-
ful about taking hides in the country
on a flat rato basis,

The June number of The Delineator
is called the early summer number
anl combiues an immense antount of
authoritative and applicable advice
as to what is newest and most beauti-
ful in the world of fashion—inclading
special illustrations of bridal costumes
—with & profusion of sparkllng litor-
ary features, social, household and de-
partmental hints and suggestions and
fancy work detail.  The Delineator
Pablishing Co., Toronto.

A change 18 announced in tho firm
of Gowans, ILent & Company, crockery
and glasswaro, Toronto.  Gowans,
the scnor member of the firm, has re-
tired, and "Willian Petorkin and Wat-
son McClain have bLeen admitted as
partners, Voot Lty



