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as to the necessity of federation for the preserva-
tion of tho ompire, at tho same timo do not
bellove that it will ever bo brought about.
While they regard British fedoration as desir-
able, they do not believe it at all probable that
it will ovor be brought about. It simply ap.
poara to them to be too big a thiog to ever hopo
for its realization,

‘The immonsity of the subjeot is no doubt also
the reason why 20 many rogar' it ay visionary
and rantimontal. It is a subje of such vast.
nees that mew’s minds do not comprehend it.
A groat many do not attempt to consider the
wmattor as a practical {sane. Whils they would
oven hopo that a federaticn of the empiro could
bo accomplished, tho subject issuch an immenso
ono that they sinply regard it as impractical,
and therofore refer to it as tho “‘fad." We
havo thoreforo perhaps o fow who are oppased
tn & fedoration of the British people, becauso
thoy are opposed {o the continuauce of the em.
pire; but we have alse & great many who would
like to see a great, united empiro, but who do
not believe it is within the range of practical
issues,

But why should a groat federation of the
British people throughout the world be impos-
sible? ‘Crue, we have no precedent for any.
thing of the kind in tho history of the world.
The tendonoy of the empires of the past hasall
been in the opposite direction; but if we vxam-
ine the history of tho past cavefully, we need
not loso hope for thy future of the British em-
pire. The civilization of the present day is a
difforent thing from the civilization of past ages.
The empires of old held their colonics and pos-
sesetons by force of arms. Their rule was one
of despotism, and the exaction of tribute—the
very thing to force disintegration. In consid.
ering the British people of to-day, we should
not look to Greece or Rome for a precedent,
or evon to more modern history. If the
British people throughout the world decide
to establish a great federation, the thiog is ac-
complished, All that is necessary is to decide
to do it, and the way will bo found to carry it
out. Do we mean to tay that the people who
have been the civilizers of the wrorld; who have
tsught the nations the art of constitutional
government; aud who have oradled and devel-
oped oivil and religions freedom, cannot
foderate a number of self-governing atates!
Strange if we can’t.

“While Mr, Parkin dwelt upon the advant
nges tobe derived from federation, the gresat
force of Lis argument was directed to show the
nocessity for federation. Thelatter he estab-
lished as clearly asit is possible to demonstrate
unything by axgament. Auy one who will think
cavefully of the present conditions of the British
empire, will be prepaved to admit that things
caanot go on indefinitely as they ave at pres.
ont, Thore are greatelements of weakness
now existing. Either there must be a drawing
together or a spreading apart, which latter
will mean dismemberment. Cavada, for in-
stance, certainly cannot continue indefinitely,
if oven indeed for many yeavs, to occupy her
present position. It is as cortain as the sun
rises in the east and sots in the west, that the
groat colonies will one by one drop away from

the empire, unless this teudenoy is chocked by
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federation, The only question is, whether or
vot we desire fedaration, aad therafore perman.
enoy, for the empire, Mr. Parkie presented
many powerful arguments of a practical nature,
showing how federation would prove advan.
tageous to the British people the world over,
A surimary of hie address will be found clse:
where in thisissue, but thic does notshow neav.
ly the full force of his remarks, We think
with Mr, Parkin, that it is not necessary to
formulate o plan for federation beforehand. If
wa decide in favar of federation, the wisdom of
the British people may certainly be .trusted to
devive a practical plan.

Mr. Parkin did not dwell at length upon the
purely trade question between the United
Kingdom and tte colonies, He did not seem
hopeful of a probability of a preferential trade
arrapgement being carried out in the near
future, He thought the subject of preforential
trade might be overlapked to some extent, in
view of other graat {ssuer at stake which call
for federation fitst,  Oa ..is point we believe
that a proferential trade arrangement would
prove a wonderful incentive to closer national
unity. It would be the greatest alvance that
could be made in the direction of closer national
union, short of complete federation. In Canada
at least, a preferential trade arrangement would

be more satisfactorily received at present, than
a direot propesal for federation. -

 Silver.

Silver prices exhinrit a fractionul decline this
week, the movement being attributable to a
slight slackening of the inquiry for ‘export vo
tho east. The increasing probability that the
Ioternational Monetary C-uference, which
opons its sesaion in Brussels next week, will be
without results of s positive kind attract some
attention. The admissioa that the British de-
logates will be debarred from taking any action
beyond the discussion of the matter submitted
to the confercnce atrengthens this feeling. The
jnfluence on the silver market was, however,ne*
pronounced, nor did current intimations ths:
the coming session of Coniress will develop a
atrong effort to repeal the Sherman silvor law of
1890 have any appreciable effect.  Speculation
and trading in silver bul'{vu certificates is vir-
tuolly dead. The amount of silver on hand at
New York agaiost cortificates outstanding is
notv]v: 1,588,569 ounces,—DBradstreets’, November
19¢h,

IMPORTANT TO THE TRADE!

Glover & Brais,

WHOLESALE
Men’s Furnishing Goods,
MONTRBEAL.

Ouor Mr. Brais has veturned from making a
Specinl Trip to Furope, and has secured best
values in Underwear, in Colton, Natvral Wool
and Silk Hosiery, Braces, Belts, etc. OQur
Fancy Goods buyer has just retwrned from
foreiga murkets with an elegant range in Neck
Wear. Plense wait and see goads before buy-

ivg.
GLOVER & BRAIS.

N.B —Mr. Tanffe will leave for the east il &
few daya.

ALKER HOUSE.

The most couvenlently located Hotelin T ¢
One Block from Union Raliway Depot
A first-class Faxily »nd Commercial House,
Terme from 82 a Day

DAVID WALKZER, PROPRICTOR.
Corner York and Front Sts., TOROKTO, Ont.
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Winter wheat is reported by the Chicago
Farmers' Review to be in fair condition in Xlii.
nois, Ohio and Kentucky. In Indiauna,
Michigan, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa,
Minnesota and Wisconsin 1t is reported good.
Rye is doing much better than previous reports
indicated, Drouth has prevented the growth
of geass in Illinois, Indians, Ohio, Kentucky,
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota and Mis-
souri, and pasture in those states is reported as
generally poor.

Tue CoMMERCIAL has received the monthly
bulletin for Qctober, of tho Merchants Protect-
ive, Law and Collecting association. The
Manager reports that tho association iv meeting
with success. Here i3 a gool maxim for
business men, taken from the bulletin, "Ac-
counts are not like wine; they do not improve
with age.” Every business man who gives credit
at all, should understand and appreciate this
gaying. The business man who doas 8o, is in a
fair ;vay to succeed, other things being at all
equal, :



