
THE 0,PITIV..

(Ooutirgued.)

"To what circuinstance do 1 owe the honor of this intrusio
1I regret you so consider it, Mr. MNaitland,-as I believe y

The old gentleman bowed Nvith stately dignity. IlOne of ou
geant, rode doirn this way qui to early this morning and fail<
Mis horse came back, bleeding, at sunset, and we feared sont
trouble. Searching-parties are out ail over the prairies, and
ordered me ta inquire here.»

IlDoes your colonel take us for banditti here, and ascribe y
and accidents ta our machinatians ?"

"lFar froin il, sir, but rallier ns a hospitable refuge ta ivhic
man had been conveyed," answvered Perry, with a quiet smile,
thaw the hautdeur of flunraven's lord if caurtesy of manner c

IlHe is utterly mistaken, thern," answered the Eriglishmian,
-1 rescrit, sir, ibis forcing af xny g~ales after the explicit und<
had last year. As a soldier I prebtume you had to obey your
beg you ta tell your colonel ihat this order was an afiront ta
in view ofi what bas passei betwcen us."

INothing has pass, between you, Mr. Maitland," answe
little tartly now. IlWc have rcached Fart Rassiter only w
fortnight, and know nothiag whatever of your understanding
coxnmanders. Permit me ta ask yau one question, and I wil
you heard anything af aur sergeant ?"

IlNothing, sir. I wvould hardly be apt ta hoar, for my pe
enjoined ta keep strictly ta aur Jirnits, and ail ive ask af aur
that they keep ta theits. 1 pregume yau have destroyed my
order ta effect an entrance."

"lUpon my word, Mr. Maitland, yau make me rather reg
not ; but I had tht decency ta respect what .1 oa happened t
wishes, and so left my horse and my men outside, and footed
mile in the dark-"

"lAh 1 that sounds very liko it 1" replied 3fr. Maitland,
lips, for st this moment there came the duli thunder of rap
hooi.beats, and before cither man could speak again three t
Icd horse-ail four stceds panting froin the half*mile race-rei
of the castern portico in the full glare af the lights, and the s'
vas heard haiting bis lieutenant.

IlMy luck again 1" groaned Perry. Il I told thern ta c
hour if they didn't hear from, me, and af course they came."

Vil.
For a maoment there was silence in the brightly-illuminate

flushed face and swollen veins aa.d twitching, clutching hands
stood thtre glarlog ai the young officer Blore Ferry coul
however, and more fully explain the untoward circurastance
rush af hurrying faotstcps witbout, and the sound ai excite
next minute they heard an cager, angry challenge, and Perry
voice of the overseer or manager whom he had met in the mr

IlWhat do you fellows want here ?" %vas bis brusque au
as hie sprang fromn the piazza and stood confraaîing the sers
quietly scated in the Sadaie, and the question %vas promptiy
or four burly men ivho, in shirt-sleeves and variaus styles af
tumbling in the wake ai their leader and stood now a nxcnac
iDg up *at the sulent troopers.

If there bc ac thing on eartb that will stir an Irisbman's s
deptbs and kiadle ta instant flarne the latent heat ai his pug
such an inquiry in the readiiy rccognized accent af tbe haie
Ferry recognized the danger in a flash, and,. springing thr
casernent, interposed bctween the hostile parties.

IlNot a word, Sergeant Leary. Here, Mr. Manager, th
obcycd orders, and I cm responsible for any miîtake.
inended-"

Il larm 1" broke in ane af tho ranchmen, ivith a demn
laugh. "lIlarra be blowed! 'Whaî barra caula you do, I
If the mastr'il only say the word, we'd break your hecads ini

"lQuiti, now, Dick 1" interposed tire overseer ; but
growlcd approval, and Perry's eycs flashcd %viîl anger ai ih
reply bc mighr have umade mias checked by the sikht of Serge
ing himself from the sadllc and tossing bis reins ta ane ao
kncw well enougb ivhaî that meant, and 8prang instanrly iî

Il ack ta your horse, sir!1 Back, irrstantly !" for the se
llcrce with rage. IlMount, 1 say !' addcd thc liecutcnant,
stili hesitated, and even the sense ai discipline could flot k-
front a muttered word of encouragement. Siowly, wrathf
the soldier obeyed, once îurniag furiously back as jeering t.
at him from amnong the ranchers, unrebukcd by thear manaî
off -with your mnen ta tht gale. Leave rny horse, and w
Go !" addcd tht young officer, sternly;. and, ivith bitter
heart and a curse eliflcdl on his quivering lips, the Irishman
bead away and siowly walked himi ia the indicated directit

«Now, 3fr. Manager," said Perry, turning fiercely u~
Englishman, I have donc my best ta restriia mxy men :
for yaurs. You have aliowed them ta insuls cne and min
thank your lucky stars thai discipline prevail-d --vith rny lie
have nothîng of the kiad hiere."

"b Yur meni have cut down aur feaces, by your order,

fthe manager, coolly, Iland it's lucky for theut they got out af the way ivlben
they did. We have a riglit ta protect aur praperty and eject iatruders,
and-

44 came here ta inquire for a missing mia,-a right even an Enrlishman
cannot deny us an these prairies. We had excellent reason ta believe hinm

n ?"injured, and îlrought, flot knowing you for tho inhospitable gang 'h'.t you
ou ta bc-" are, that hie might have been carried in liere for treatmient: there ceas no
r men, a ser- other place. Your proprîctor telle mc beis not here. After whatrIve seen
cd ta retura. ai your people, I have reason ta bc stili more anxiaus about him. Scant
e accident or mtrcy a single trooper wvould have hand at their hands. Now Iask yol&:Do

tht colonel you know or have you heard ai a cavalry soidior being seen around litre
(tuiing tht day?"

our desertions Perry ivas standing holding bis horst by tht curb as hie spake, iacing thc
parior windows an.d canfrontiag the angry group ai ranchmea. WVithin,

h tht injured though nearer the wiadow than lie oa left hinm, was the bent iormi ai the
determined ta aimer ai Dunraven, lenning on bis cane and apparently impatieatly striving
ould effect it. ta miake himseli Ireard as he came iorward. Before tht manager coula
Iland I rescrit answer, lit was compelltd ta tura about and rebuke his rmen, twa afi whcm
erstanding %ve were especially truculent and nienacing. Finally ie spoke :
orders; but I "lI have heard nathîng, but I tell you frankly that if aay ai your men
ne personally, have becn proivling araund here it's more than probable sains ont has gai

hurt. lias there been any trouble ta.day, men ?" he asked.
rcd Perry," a "'By God, there tilZ bc if tbis ranch isn'î cleared in five minutesj" iras
ithin the last tht only nnswer.
witlr previaus IlPon't make an ass ai yourseli, Hoke," gcowled the manager. "They
1 retire. Have are going quick enougli."

1I arn going," said Ferry, swinging lightly iai saddie; and mind
apie bcre are you. this, sir : I go with welI*warranted suspicion that some ai these bullies
*neighbors is ai yours have been responsible for tht naa.appearaace ai my stable-sergeant.
fences, sir, in I(.,e is not found this night, you may confldently look for another Visit. I

say thnt ta you also, Mr. Maitland ; and you awe it ta aur forbearance that
~rot th-_. I dia there bas been no bloodshed here ta.nigbî."
~o hear ai your Oid Maiîiand's tremulaus tonies irere heard but a second in reply ivhen
it a good halflibe was interrupted by a coarse vaice tram tht crowd of ranchmen, by tbis

time iacreased ta nearly a dozen men. Sanie of thera iere gatheriag about
with wvritbing Ferry as hie sat ia the saddie, and an appiauding echo followed tht loua
idiy.advancing interruption,-
roopers ivith a IlGive tht swell a lift, Tummy . 'twill teach bum better mannere.»
ned up in front Ainiosi instantly Perry feut bis right foot grasped and a paweriul form.
ergeant's voice was benciing at tht stirrup. Ht had heard oi this trick before. Many a lime

bas the London cad unborsed the English trooper, taken unairares, by huri-
)me ia hali an ing hâtm with sudden lift frorn below. Blut Ferry iras quick and active as a

cat. Seat and saddie, too, were in hrs fayot. lie simply tbrew bis weight
on tht lait foot anrd bis bridle-hand upon tht pommel, let the right leg swing
over the horse's back until rcicased froat tht brawny hand, thea bock il came

ci roora. Wiih as hie settied again in tht saddlo, his powerful thighs gripping like a vise ; ai
;, aid Maitiand the saine instant, and hefore bis assailant could duck to eazth and slip oui
d speak agaîn, ai the way, ht. had wi'.ppcd out tht heavy Calt's revolver and broughi its
,there came a buit with stunning crash down on the ranchman's defenceiess head.

d vaices. Tht Thore was instant rush and commotion. In vain aId Maitland feebly
recognized tht piped bis pratests [romi tht veranda; ia vain the overseer seized and held
arning. bock ont or twvo ai tht men and furiously called off thetrest. Aided by tht
id loa inquiry darkness which veilcd thern, tire others made a simultancous rush irpou the
ceant, wvho %vas young officier and sought ta drag him froni bis plunging horst. Perry held
echoftd by tbrc his pisio lîigh ini air, tirreiteningwith tht butt tht, nearest assailaut, yetioath
undress, came ta use furtber force. He iras stili ini tht braad -lare ai the pariar lighits,-

iag group look- a conspîcuaus mark ; caî,er hands oa gtasped bis bridie rein ai the vcry
bit, and bc could flot break away ; and thea missels began ta fly about

oui Ia ils ininasi bis devotcd head, and unîtess be apened fire hie was belplcss. While
nacity, il is just two men firmly beld N~olan by tht curb, hali a dozen others were hurli.ng
ci IlSasseuach." froni tht amibtîs ai darkness a scattering volley ai irooden billets and
'ough tht open chunks af coal. Ht coula oasily have shot daim the men irbo held hlm.

Il iras sort temptatian, for already hc had been struck and sîung by
ose mcn simply unseen projectiles ; but just as tht manager sprang forirard and with
No harmi iras vigorous cuffs induced the mon to loase their bald on tht rein, thcre

came ibret horsemen charging full tilt back inta tht crawd, scattering the
astratively loud assalants right and lefi ; and, ibis lime unrebulcd, Sergeant Lcary Icaped
'd like ta know ? front tht sadle and wvith it rage ai fie rce deligbî pitcbed headlong mbt bai-

a minute." île witb the biggest ranchman in bis way. Anrd ibis was not aIl ; for behiad
tht ather hands theni ai rapid trot came ailier troopers, anrd in a mnoment the open space
îe insult. WVhat wns îbxongcd iti cager. îvondering camirades.-fuil baaio Stryker's corn-
ant Leary ibrai- pany,-in îvbase averwhclming prescaice ail thoughit ai pramiscuans combat
fthe men lie seced ta leave the ranchmen. Tbcy slippcd aivay jr. the darkness, leaving

n iront ai hlm. ta thecir emplayers tbo embarrassament ai accnunting for their attack. Lcary
'rpcant's face iras iras still fumning with %vrath and raging for iurthcr baitie and sbauting iat

as lnc sergeant tire darkncss fierce invective ai tht vanisbed bead ai his opponient. Ho
er,, the troopers turned on tht overseer hîmseii, and but for Perry'a Stern and sudden prohi-
uiiy, reiuctantly, bition would have hadl a round wiîh him, but was torced ta content himself
utuas vrere hurled wrîh the informatian canveyed ta ail %ithin hecating that he'd Il flght any tin

;et. "lNow fraye min" the rancih contained if they'd aniy came ont irbere tht lieutenant
ait for me there. couldn'î stop him. Tht troapers irere naking tager inquiry as ta tht cause

mortification ai ai aIl tht trouble, and, fearing furtber dîffculty, Ferry prornptiy ordered tht
turned bis horse's cntiro parîy ta "faîllin." Silence and discipline wreeresiored ina moment,
on. and as the platoan iormed tank hc inquired of a sergeant bai they came ta
pan the younger bc îherc. Tht reply iras that il had grown so datrk an lhe prairie ihat fur-
do you look oui tuer search seemed useless. Captain Stryker and mosî of tht mea wcrc drawn
e, and you tnay off by signais frora tht Cheyenrnes up thc valiey torvards tht post, and these
:ople, tbough you men, irbo had been beyond Dunraven on the northerri prairie, 'vere coming

back alang the iMaInce trail %Yhben tirey sair tire lights and heard vaices over
I presume," said ai the loirer shore., Therc 'icy iound Lcary, irbo iras excited about some-
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