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PREASURES.
Friondshipis a pricoless treasure—
Uselt well!

Joy 'tvill give yau without measure ;
Klght 1t not, and never blindly
Use it en diy or unlndly —

Uso it woll,

HHonor §8 a precious jewel—
Usa it woll !
It 13 ngver cold or cruol ;
I1tts warm, and kind, and chieailvg,
Nonle, steadast and enduring,
Uso ft woll.

Truth's troacure creat and glotlous,
Use 1t well !
1t wiil make hun work victorious;
Better fnr {18 riches olden,
‘Than the waalth 1nat's morely golden—
Uso it well.

Conrage {s o mighty treasuro—
Use 1t weoll !
It wlll glve you sirength and pleastire—
It witl drive away all tho sadness
By tho couque rlut: power of gladness -
Uso it well,

Hopo's com with Hght undying—
Uso it well }

Wlille the hours are swiltly flying

Let its tallsmante beauty

1.cad you on through paths of daty—~
Uso 1t well.

Moement's are life's richest {reasure -
Uso ft well

Thoy will bring cternal pleasures

If we never treat them iizhitly,

But Imyrove them ever rightly -
Use them wollk.

— e -

The Mobilization of the Ariillery.

Sz, —In tho Bread Arrow of 11th Decem-
ber last. there appeared perbaps, the most
interesting letter—at all events toall these
who have the efliciency and completeness
of our artillery service really at heart—that
has ever been printed in ita columns, This
lotter was headed * The Dearth of Artil-
lery,"” a modest title, looking at thu impor-
tant, indeed, I may say, vitsl questions,
¢ Swingletree’” has opened up. With a
view to & more fhorough ventilation, and
also to a better compioheonsion of the sub-
ject, I venture to trouble you with some
questions, a fow of which I have endeavor.
ed to answer, but very imperfectly. How-
ever, every officer in the regiment (and we
have, according {o latest published list,
1463, of which 548 are regimental field offi-
cors of all grades, with 915 captains and
licutenants, on full pay) will be able to can-
sider these questions fol bimself, and all I
ask of each one is, to divest his mind of =}l
' partiality, favour, or affection,” and en
tirely to drop the Conservative element in
its Lrondest seuses, which has hitherto been
dnzerously prevalent throughout tho ragi
meunt, for what reason itis needless here to
say. I have, of covrse, included in the
above flgures, only combatant offlicers, us
they alone, in 2 proper scuse, belong to the
Tegiment.

1—Is Horse Artllery a necessity now-a.
days ?

I {cel L bave not only o delicate, but dif
fioult task before me, shen trying to answer
this question. I witl,-however, merely pro-
f=ce wy reply by saying that I have served
with every branch of the regiment in maoy
lands, cud bave gone through seven of its
grades of rank I am not, Lowever, by any
means “an old fogie,” I am, moreover,
{reo from prejudice, and T think the Horso
Artillery tho finest nnd most dashing Ser-
vica tn the wortd, and 1t has genersily in its
ranks tho pick ot our officers, men snd
hora~s. Can 1 say more to provo my sin
cerity as to my admiration of and pride in
it? Theinfanisy nfle of the present day is
8 woapon very perlect of its kind, and I am
oaoe of those who belicve that we have not

nearly exbausted our resources towards ob
obtaininga much more perfeot rifle. Therifle
has thus become ano of the principal causes
why Horse Artillery is not now of the ssme
importance ag it used to bo, and as the rifle
continues to improve in lengthy of ravgoe,
and accuracy of fire in skilled hands. so will
the necessity for maintaining Horse Artil-
lery become of less importance.  Sir Garnot
Wolserly has written, It is the infantry fire
which is more to bedreaded most,'” eo, 88 1
general rule, it is upon it that urtillery fire
should be brought to bear most. orso ar
tillery cannot be employed with such cer-
tainty of suduing infantry firo as field artil
lery, nor wiih -such safety to ils existence,,
noris its rapidity of movement (its great
distinctive feature) ns necessary now. ag it
used to be in the good old times of *‘ Queen
Bess,” and “crossed bayounets,’”” Field ar:
tallery batteries, oven armed with 16poun’
ders, and cfficiently horsed, answer all pur-
poses of mability, and rapid msnouvring,
and susceptible of greal improvement 1n
theso respects when the money now awallow*
ed up in maintaining borso artillery separa:
tely has been devoted to the full develop:
ment of a properly organized field artillery.
Were it not for a certain amount of jeal-
015y, and perhaps quito a proper pride,
which exists at present in the regiment, all
artillery officers would doubtless sgree on
this point ; at any rate, the most experienc:
ed emongst us. OF course those bandsome
and smart young oflicers swho are annually
selected for the horse ertillery, will find
great difficulty in thioking, so, but even*
tually many of them may live to change
their youthful opinions, as many of the
middle aged officers have done. It is im
poseible to enter more minutely upon this
question i a gimple {etter to the papers, it
18 suffictent to introducs the question for
general conswderation.

2. Is garrison artillery neceseary, as a
distinct branch, nowadays 2 This question,
{ortunately, vresents no difficulties in hand.
ling, as few officers will find their feelings,
or their regimeuntai pride, much hurt by the
supression of garrison artillery, which a
smart borse artillery youungster, full of life
and go-at my-elbow, says is only a refuge
{or tha blind, the lamo, and the lazg. It is
to bo hoped there are really none of this
kind on the Active List, «nd that this is only
a healtbly examplo of exuberant youthlut
chaff on the part of the smar! borso artil .
lery sub. Nomere ridicnloussight can ever
be presented to  soidier’s eye thin grrrison
gunners brigaded as aregiment of infantry.
The most ludicrous feature of this system
has been shown up by *“Swingletree,’ when
he represents besvy-bodieG garrison gun-
uers skirmishing, great tall, stout men, fod-
ing immense difficalty in obtaining sufficient
cover. snd whero weapons are, to all intents
and purposes, useless. The only purpose
for which garrison artillery ought to Lo
waintained, is with a view to its ewploy*
ment for short perinds at a time, in such
fortresses as Gibralter, Malts, Aden, Ber
muda, &¢, and on the coasts of Groat Drit:
ain and [reland. There i3no reasod what:
eyer that theso garrison gunners should not
also vo feld arillery guoners; really and
for ali practical purposes they aroe so (ask
Lord Cardwell and 11t Brigade), and were
sehiefs curied out judiciously, thero could
bo no possible abjection or difficulty in
abolishing garrison artillery as a distinet
branch of the regiment, and thus grestly
increasing the capabilities of expanding the
most important br.nch of tho regimoent—
viz, {bo Geld artillery., Militin snd volun-

teer artillery, supplemented by siilors,
mnrine and land .rtillerymen of tue rogular

Services, properly officered, and by reseryy
men of all classes, when como'at-able, i
Gront Britain and Ireland especially, woulg
o all that is required from garrison aril
lery, and in war tune they would relievo oy
many garrison gunners 08 would nearly
double our present field artillery in thy
United Kingdom.

3. Is not a thoroughly efficient and suf:
ficiently mobilo ficld artitlery all that is ro
quired at the present day ?

Without attemptiog to lay down arbitrar
ily what number of batteries is absolutely
necessary for our Service, ey object {y
simply to make our system (of field artilery,
the really important branch) as telescopie
opcapablo of expansion, as possible. Ws
must therefore first considerably increasy
our establishment of drivers—~no great dufli-
culty, a5 judicious use of gairison artiilery
does not necessitale any increaso in peaco
time (o our establishment of gunners. Al
officers who have ever driven ina team of
six horses. will know how difficult itis (o
drive so as to work together, and get the
most out of the team without unduly exert
ing some one of the tix animals, more e3
pecinlly over rough ground. Let those who
doubt me drive for three daysa week for
six months, not on Woolwich Common ~or
on the Sussex Downs, but over a sasty
country, intersected by irritating-  ond
vicious lo~king dry water channels, wih
some patenes of ground covered with large
loosa stones thrown in at uncertain intervuls
fo vary the monotony : they will then find
out what are the indesp.nsable require
ments of a well trained artiiiery driver with
our necessary system of elastic draught,
We must also increase, not, bhowever,
Jargely, our number of horses: it wilt oot
answer now'a-days to trust entirely to ob-
taining liorses at a few days’ notice, even
partially trained ones, The next, but per-
baps most important step with regard to
all Field Artillery, is the enlire abolition of
our present patlern, wagod. It is quitos
sufficieat evil to have our guus horsed as
they have to be horsed, with threo pairs of
borses, one pair in front of another, without
unnecessarily continuing the evil by retain-
ing such a clumsy contrivance as this wagon.
A fow of its mast hideous deformities tend-
ing todisastrous results I propose toshewup
now, even a8 I have done tor somo years
past, since 1857 in fact. When I look back
calmly on the matter. the fires of youtbno
longer burpiog fiercely, I can hardly believo
that in the new drill book the manouvres
are still laid down to bo performed rtith
these awnfaully clumsy inventions dodging
about after tho guns, adding to the dust,
nojge, and greater frequency of accidents,
anid consequently to the great difficulty of
properly drilling and hapdling any large
pumber of guos, yet that this custom is
still to bo retained, is a fact. Aarkers, one
greay absurdity, have been discontinued as
such, and in their places we have
* coverers ;'7 but I presume tho compilers of.
our ¢ 2{anunl of Field Artillery Exercises"
(tho book is of courso an improvement on
the old one) could not cotirely divest
themselves of our grest principle of -Con
servatistu, and at onco fice the matter-
boldly, abolishing theso monstrous.wagaons
from the drill book at any rato~zs & begin:
ping. Stay! I bear a voice in thocrond
lustily crying out, ¢ Whatl --obolisa
wagons 11 how then are.tho men mnd-spare.
stores to be carried?” I -hLopo to show.my

s esteemed friond' with the sirong voice,.
that there need bo no- great-difficulty Fith
segard to this question. Kirr}, letme {rom
Captain Kernlss'a- ¢ Treatises,on - Mititxry.
Carriages, &o.,” state sdmo fzé{s regarding




