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at pleasuke any soldier who did not please
lm (take the occurrences of the early part
?‘f 1857 to wit) the consequence was that the
tvice’”” was rendered execrable, and so
far from the men feeling it a punishment
1o be thus ¢ cast adrift,"” they were rejoin.d
© get away, :
1t is very questionaBle even in a financial
Point of view, as to whether the State gain
ed one single shilling by this Short Service
Act (which, by the way, was unquescion
ably against the interests of the soldiers),
‘B8 may be judged by the immense sums
Paid afterwards to tbhe men to retain their
8ervices on the breaking out of the 1857 war
n Chinn, and subsequently the Indian Mu-
liny, It was a penny-wise and pound fool-
ish piece of business all through the
Plece,
It may be remembered -that similar sacri-
fices had to be made to obtain men during
¢ Crimean war.
oder the ‘“old Act,'” men who had serv-
and btecome entitled to pensions, return-
d to their homes contented, and on pen
on days ¢ shouldered their crutches,” and
ederibed to the lads how * battles were
"0"1"’. The idea that only one in twenty lives
tolenjoy a hard earned pittance never seem
sdtoenter the hends of the youtis; it was
ufficient for them to know that one existed-
ongst their number. '
of ow it is quite the reverse; the discharge
m?hoﬂ service soldiers sends them to their
b r“ges with anything but happy prospec.s
elore them in many cases.
y an it therefore be wonderad at that
OUbg men with martial spirit (and [ hope
AL our young Britons have quite enough
l'eE 18 material in them, to give them a
« Jsh Wnder suitable circumstances for the
'b“l‘! and downs" of a soldier’s life), fight
Y of the recruiting sergeant. .
en’ €n by way of finishing up what ¢ Cob-
Sta # Act”” had begun, the lato Secretary of
1e’s attemp: to, ‘‘Prussianise’” this coun-
Qﬂ“:' protty nearly brought matters to a
The proposal to get men to serve for a
ort Period, such as for six years, and at a
® when a man has to *‘cot out' his

?:'::r, is simply folly, and the consequence
.‘q Dag good men will not enlist, and bad

the ooo2@rt.from one corps in one part of
%::ttry, to enlist in another in some
rt.

8scription has some show of fairness
1%, ag it affects everyone ; the receat
Went Act has none. I'he recruiter,be
er such a genius, cannot at the present
ch:h*‘nge the minds of young men
Fa he never so wisely'’), asof old.
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’ the“"d €Cardwell has done more to render

his 3:‘“8 unpopular, I believe, than any of
can hedeeeaaors ;dn fact, at this moment it
fmioardly be said that the army is a pro-
Het;; but & tax on a certain class.
Misgj 28 deprived the deserving non com:
oy g“_ed officers of many privileges which
Mmq“‘.]"yed before. such as adjutancies of.
Way, and Voluateer corps (which, by tho
e’ ere about the only commissions worth
pting). )
ber (Promlse'wa.s made thata certain num*
on y, Commissions would fall to their share,
bug te abohuor} of the purchase system ;
?ente absurdity of this concession is ap-
n o Unless his fordship can show how
kéep ]"?f marriad or sipg\e can_ subsist, and
dien ’tll: Position creditably on 5s. 3d. per
near, 8 salary of a dock labourer, and not
elurky %8 remunerative a8 that of a staff

I hiave ger

rmy, and ved nearly thirty years in the

passzed through all the grades up

"| perished of hunger.

to my present ranmis, that of a full blown
lieutenant, butI would advise any young
man to make the army his last resource, if
he wishes to make a position, under present
conditions.

This advice is the result of thirty years’
experience, gained is nearly every part of
the world,

If better pay and pensien, and also bet-
ter prospects were held out, a better class
of men would be ohtained, and the cost to
the country would be the same in the end.
A certificate, ‘“as of days of yore,” of char«
acter should be required from the aspirant
for military glory, and every man should
be mida to feel that he was serving in an
honourable position, to be dismissed from
which would be a bona fide loss and dis-
grace. We would thenbe able to refuse
those waifs of society which the recruiting
sergeant is glad to get in any way he can.

Mr. Hardy has it in his power to establish
a proper sorce for the service gf the coun-
try ; snd if he would improve the position
of the soldiers hundreds would flock to the
standard. .

A clear comprehensive scheme might be
drawn up, and published in the ditferent
local papérs, that all might be made known
and not retort tc the miserable circulars at
present in use, which the * recruiter”’ feels
ashamed to” read to young men, as it only
produces mirth at his expenso, :

ReORUITER.
A

Dreadful Picture of the Persian Famine.

Statistics will show far more forcibly than
could any exerciso of the imagination how
bitter were the sufferings of the Peraians,
while the lord of all that fair land of Ivan
was spending untold gold in his visit to
Europe. Hardly had Dr. Bellew aud his
English fellow travellers who have told the
story laft Atghanistan than thesigns of the
long three years of famine were seen on
every hand, Everywhere was deserted
houses upon which the curse had laid its
malignant hand, The green and beautiful-
ly foliated trees, the vineyards and or
chards, stood in stark contrast to the mis-
ory that reigned around. TChe highroads
were insecure, for the Turcomans had
everywhere resumed their old habits of
plundering. robbing and murderidg. Mes
child, out of a population of 45,000, had
loat 20,00 inhabitants, who, without offering
the slightest resistance, had been marched
off 10 slavery to Khiva and Bokhara, or had
perished of hunger. Insuch numbers did
the starving wretches allow themrcelves to
be led to chains for the sake of food, that
the gates of the eity had to be locked to
keep any inhabitants in the city. We give
a few of the most fearful examples of
misery- Only families remain in Mahia-
bad. OQut & 400 in Ghibk, only 250 inhabi.
tants are left. In Kum numbers of fami.
lies strayed away to look for food where in-
deed none was to be had. The survivors
were too feeble to bury the dead, who €x-
posed, added pestilence to the famina. In
Damghan; a telegrapiic station east of Te
heran, only, 200 families remains out of 1,000,
and in Teheran itself 200 persons perished
weckly of starvation and typhus. The Dis-
trict of Turbert Hardari lost 20,000; the Dis
trict of Solzwar, 24.000; of Nischapur, at

teast 20,000; Hamadan lost between .25,000 |

and 50,000; and in Kermanscha alone 15,000 ]
On the whole journey|
from the frontiers of Afghanistan to the;
Persian capital, Dr. Bellew saw not one'child; |

all wero dead. Nowhere was there music,

singing, or joy.  All was sorrow, death, and ;
misery, !

A Londoun correspondent of one of the
Provincial paperssays :—The Zimes is quiat-
ly and eilently workins oyt another great
newspaper reform. omposing machines
are taking the place of compositors, and
each daily issue is being printed from new
type. Instead of distributing the types
used, siy, to-day, so that the composing
machines inay set them up for Jo-morrow's
paper, they are thrown into the melting pot
and recast, and transferred tothe composing
machine, Thus there is no loss of time
compared with the old method of hand dis-
tribution. Another news office has also a
machine for writing manifolds, and it ean
accomplish this at the rate of eighty words
per minute. So far as the T¥mes is concern-
ed, this is- mot strictly correct. The true
state of things is, that the Patent Type
Founding Company hve farnished the pro-~
prietors of the T%mes with their Patent Type
Casting Machine, which we hear gives them
the greatest satisfaction. Lut rapid as these
machines are, every practical man will at
once understand that it would require a con-
siderable number of them tosupply a ‘- new
dress'’ for the paper every morning. We
will neither assert or deny that this is the
ultimate object which the minagers have in
view; but our readers will not fail. to recol-
lect that as far back as July last we gave
them to understand thal a new era in print
ing was drawing. It was our intention to
have given full details of the proposed
scheme in our August number, and in fact
we had ap article in type for that purpose,
but owing to a strong desire expressed by
the parties interested, it was omitted. -

St. Louis, Mo., 5th.—Late advices from
Fort 8i!, Indian Territory, are that a band
of Cheyenne Indians recently attacked a
Mexican supply train on the border of New
Mexico, and killed all the train men, num-
bering fifteen or sixteen; and got away
with the train, from which it is supposed
they obtained arms, ammunition and sup:
plies for a protracted raid. Other baunds
have been stealing horses from Texas; and-
it is believed thatthey have succeeded in
recrossing Red River with three or four
hundred animals, Still other bands under
« Howling Wolt" and “ Yellow Horse” are
raiding round, and at last accounts were
moving toward Red River. General Miles
has left Cheyenne Agency in pursuit of
them.

‘TheChicago Tribune says, that in that city
the severe cold.of the present winier has
frozen the ground to the depth of nearly
seven feet. In many placesthe water;mains
are completely frozen up, necessitating the
inauguration of the old system of water-wag.
gons for supplying the citizens. The water-
waggons are very largely patronized in shme
portions of the South and West Divisions,
and will probably be continued until Marck,
as it will take to,that time for the water-
mains to thaw oat. .

The British steamer George Batters, for

_Gibraltar, is supposed to have been lcat

with twenty one persons on board,

REMITTANCES Received on Subscriptions to
THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW up to Saturday
the 20th inxt, :— N

Belleville,0 —Major P. H, Hambiy toJan.'75 §!.00

Colborne, Ont—Lt. A, Campbell, to Jan. 75 2.00

Coboung, 0Lt Col.D’A. K. Boulton,toJan'7d  6.00
“ — Mujor Chas. Gifford, to April 75 4.00

Griersville,—Capt. John Perrett, to Jan 76 0.50

Port Towan,0—Lt.Col.$.P.Mabee,to Jan 76 4.0

Port Hope, O— ¢ R.W.Smart, to 187% 5.40
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