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very greal-is ns cclavicwrs. Tn e’ same
way, the modé of employing'‘eavalry'as an

arm apart, instead; of altdching a -certain:
proportion af it to.each division, where {hey
would bo of tjie utiost service to the ofli-

cer in command. Do not,’ they say, how:

ever, ‘think for 6hd moment that 4t our great”
manoeuvres we (o not rcommit Llunders -
cvery year. - We have been at our work a

long time. It will take you five yeurs yetb to

get the system into working order. W¢

learn something ‘every yeat still, and seeo

errors to correctiench time.’ - Asto horsas,

otficers and men of the Artillery, they have

but one opinion, but it would be too much

to say they are guite satisfied with the rea-

sons which have led in this countiy to the”
condemhnation of the breech-loading system,

cspecially ms they think they have found a

good time-fuze and can get a shrapne! fuse.
after all.  To officers who are acctistomed to

companies 250 strong, and squadrons, two of
which equal the cavalry’ regimonts they saw

on Monday, the number of regimenial’ offi:

cers appears unjustifiable ; but whatever

may be the details in which they considep

improyement possible, they, like nearly all |
our foreign visitors, are conipletely indredus
lous as to-the dangers or possibility of iniva-

sion,
the ofhcers who were at Fisherton Tl ¢ till

I came héte, now I see what a‘baseless fear

it must be.”  One alone dissented and ¢én-

sidered that a:coalition between Germany

and the United States, or more formidable

still, between Russia and the Transatlantic
Republic, might render the undertakirig not

indeed successful, but of possible execu:

tion.”

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS,

The Times observes that it is evident that’
the main value-of the - autumn - manoduvres,
considered as anything more thgn 3 physical
exercise,i pends on the manner in ;w,hich.
the umpites discharge their duties. "It is
for them to register thd lessons of daily éx.
perience, atd to impress it with due firm-
ness on the officars engaged. It must al-
ways be a very difficult task tg deduce these
substantial-lessons_from fictitious warfare ;
but there are some points on which, if due
care be taken, instruction can be insured.
Ofticers, for instance, may undoubtedly ac
quire the art of duly observing the charac-
ter of the ground over which they are ope-
rating, and of inaking due use'of its pecu-
liarities.” ‘Tnere wis nothing, in whicsh dur-
ing the late war, the Prussians were more
conspicuously superior to the French, and
they had, for the most part, acquired their
skill in the ¢éxercises of peace. General
Blumenthal, indeed, isreported to have said
that when’the firing begins the instfuctions
of manoeuvras is over, All that is import.
ant in them is the disposition of troops and
the mothod of advance. Perhaps there js
no drmy in whieh such instruction is tore’
necessary ‘than in outown: "Leavs a Britishi
soldier -to'himself, and -his sole idea would
be to close upon lus-foe.  We are not good
at preparation in anything. But the chief
peculiaritibg 6f modern ‘warlare' lie in thie
importwiice now sttached 16" distant, pres
paratory,and almost intangible : pre artange.
ments. A good' begibning,is more thag)
ever half the battle. 1 out officers do not
perfect thewisélves in this att of opedihg
the gdnte 6f war, they ‘will find themselyes,
in tho event of conflict, hopelcssly outman:
oeuvred Ly their adversarjes., qo -

The Post asserts that the last fight of the
manoeuvres has served to establish an infer:
ence already getting wejl arrived at from the
preceding operations— namely that the sys*

‘1 thought it possible,’. said.onc of.|

lunteers have afforded evidence

PFIEES VOLUNTEER REVIEWS

‘tem of “{ general ideas  adopted on this oc
chsion elthbr gaes too far or not far enough.
Either the contending geiterals must be tefy
to operateé agamhtt” ench olher almost un-
trameetled; o ‘the eonditions 6f the gume
they have to play must be laid down much
more fully; emphatically, and precisely. A
kind of middle course was adopted, but it
hias not stnswered.  Which of the other two
courses dight to be worked on .in future?
The plan of leaving the generals to fight it
out aftef their own idea has many advo
cates, and it is véry taking nt the first
sight. Under it all bickering as to what was
or was not allowable would be impossible,
and the Control Department would be re-
ally tried by a crucial test. But those ad-
vantages, it seenis to the Post wonld be too
dearly purchaged ; for they wonld be gained
at the expense of permitting and teaching a
strategy so fulse 'autl unreal as to stamp the
manoeuvres with'thé mark ol downright ab-
surdity,

THe Standard is of opinionjjthat the au-
tumn madoeuvres of 187 have been as lit:
tle instructive and "as 'unreal as conld well
be. "1fthose of 1873 are to resemble their
predetéssors, the sooner these military dis*
plays are done away with the better.

The Daily Telegraph trusts that before the

next autumn the worst oficer in Iler Muv
jesty’'s  Service, seneral  Tlen, will
‘be  sent into lonourable  retivement

and that the concrete fact, visibla tag
ible, moveable, will succeed Lo lis place
on the muster roll. Apart from the absurd.
ities performed by this pretentioas entity,
the campaign has been well worth the
money it has cost. We have every reason
to be proud of the quality of our troops,
whatever else may be wrong in spirit and
system. 'The Militia have disproved the ac-
cusations put forth last yesdr, while the Vol-
that dis-
cipline. and practice.alone are. needed to
make them choice soldiers. We mnay dis-
miss the autumn mapoeuvres ot 1872 with
the verdict that on'the whole they have
been profitable to the nation. But they are
still only a beginning, and require the touch
o{ a master hand to bring thein up to the
high standard” which frmy administrators
should ever keep in viet. .

The Daily Néws says :—None of us avill
sleep less soundly because. it is found we
have not an arimy of philosophiers to defend
s, and that over elabovate schemes fail of
"being understood ; but the comprehensijon
of positive orders by officers is a matter of
life and death in war, and it is discouraging
to find that is not under all circumstances
to be expected. Failures like these almost
discourage the further important inquiry
whether our army is making progréss in the
art of fighting. We know that in some
quarters the inquiry itself is regarded.as a
thing to be discouraged. The artillery has
earned again this year the very high en-
comiums it merited a yearago in Hampshire,
while the cavalry is such as it would be dit-
ficult to match, horse qr min, oyt of Eng,
land. These manoeuvres have once more
shown to us our deficienctes, which are still

1any and great ; but they have also shown
that our army has great undeveloped cap:
abilities. With the abolition of purchasd it
J.x,:qjs entered upon a new career ; our officers
will take a professional pride in the attain-
ments of their men and the efliciency of
their regiments, and}if only they are fairly
‘encouraged they will make our army worthy
£o# be compared - with that of fany military
force in the world."

. The Spectator obgerves that the second

‘series of autumn manoeuvres are now at an
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end, anel althoush mewred by same striking
blemishoes, they have been awreat improve:
ment on the operitions of the past year;
They have stinncated the 20l of the avy
afforded officors and men instruction with
an objact, so much more effoctive than in-
struction without an object ; varied the row
tine daty of cimp and gaviison by the no
velties of a nomvd life 5 and to somo degree
tested organizition, tacties, an i generalship.
We have not sufficient infornation to war-
rant any observations on the taetical experi.
ments—if there were any—nor can we yet
form any definite optuion on the action of
the Control Department. Much more evi.
dence than that yet afforded for purpases of
criticismi.  On the bearing of the troops
there seems to be but one opinion, and it is
creditable to regimental discipline.  The
auxiliary forces came out better than was
anticipated ; but so far as the Voluuteers
are concerned that is nnt surprising,* for
they were virtually picked men, The Mili-
tia appeared (o have raised the reputation
of that branch ; but we all know that the
country regiments only want training, cloth-
ing and good food to make them effective sol-
diers. Herealter we shull get the complaints
cf competent observers. The most saliont
lesson taught by the manoeuvres is—give
up the fatuily of general ideas, all paper
forces and considerations. Define the field
and the objects of the campaign, and let
the generals manoeuvre as best they can.
Another lesson is—choose your commanders
from the rising generation of soldiers ; for
the future belongs to the young or compara-
tively young, so that the novel, as far as it
is sanctioned by experience, may have some
chance of being recognized. Another year
ought to see material amendments in the
system and ”execulion of our peace min-
oeuvres. ‘

BANQUET AT THE WARJOEFICE.

On Friday evening last week, as briefly
announced in our last impression, the right.
Hon. Edward Cardwell, as Secretary of State
for War, gave a grand banquet at the War
Office, Pall Mall, to the Prince of Wales, the
Duke of Cambridge, and the foreign officers
from Belgium, France; Germany, Iolland,
Italy, Russia, Spain. and Turkey, as well as
English officers taking part or assisting in
the autumn manceuvres, The entrance hall
of the War Office was carpeted with scarlet.
baize, and the room leading to the dining
room was decorated with trophies of arms
and the national flags. The full band of
the Grenadier Guards, conducted by My,
Dan Godfrey, played during the airival of
the guests at the foot of the principal stair--
case.

The Duke of Teck was amongst the early
arrivals. The Prince of Wales, attendal hy
General Sir W, Knollys and Colonel fees
dale, C. B., arrived at eight o'clock, and was
shortly afterwards followed by the Duke of
Cambridge. attended by Colonel Tyrwhitt.
On the arrvival of thoe Prince of Wales and of -
the Duke of Cambridge, the military band
in attendance struck up the Nationil An-
them.

The banquet was served np in the Iofty
and commodious banqueting room of the
War Office (originally built for the Duke of
Cumberland, brother of George IIl.) The
table, a horseshoe shaped one, was laid for
eighty guests, the Secretary of State for war
presiding, supported on the left and right
by the Prince of Wales and the Duke of
Cambridge, the officers representing the dif
ferent foreign Governments being seated at
the upper table. The festive board was de-
corated by a profusedisplay of silver candle



