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moro than sho is worlh, and havo orderod
her v Lo patched up for temparary service,
and not to go longer than twelvo months
without being docked for further examing
tion, Tho nccident to the machinery of the
Belleraphon at Portsmouth by the fracturo
of the "gudgeon, i of a charactor almost
unprecedentod in the service. Fortunately,
it can now bo easily remedied, having boen
dircovered just beforo sho was to sail to
Jjoin tho Channel Fleot, but had such an
accidont happened to such o ship at son
while her cngines worae going at full power,
aisastrous consequences would probably
have ensucd,

Ourt Montroal Corcespondent has suiled
for England on a tour of two months, our
readers will bo deprived of his interesting

commnnications for that potiod.

RIFLE MATCHEN.

[TasTiNvas Rirre Assoctatiox.~The Fourth
Annual Match of this flourishing Associa
tion, comes off at Bolleville, August Gth.
Programmes will bo issued in a few days.
Amongst tho various articles to be competed
for, are twa sewing tnachines, several barrels
of flour, and other usoful and valuable
prizes. The County Council have repeated
their liberal grant of #100, und tho I'own
Council, it is expected, will grant 850,
Practivo is going on early and lute at the
ranges, and a good match is confidently
looked forward to, ‘The citizens of Belle-
ville have displayed great liberality in tho
matter of prizes; but of course, as there
must be exceptions to all rules, we have
here nnd there people who 1efuse even
civility to the parties whuse duty it is to go
round collecting. A member of the Town
Council, named Vaudusen, when asked if
he would support the grant, suid, ho “didn ¢
believe in any sach tomfoolery.” Such an
expression, to tay the lonxt, was uncalled
for, and it is not unlikely Mr. V. muy bave
to stay ut homo during the next Municipal
Term, W.C.

THE DARIEN SUIP CANAL.

‘The long tatked of stip eanil thit shal
unite tho waters ot the Athantic and the Pa.
cific has not yet been definitely suvveyed.
For years various routes have beon recon
sidered. Time, treasuro, and precious lives
have been sacrificed, yot this great and imn-
portant entorsprise bas meithor beon plan.
ned nor measures inaugurated for its incep
tion,

In all homo and individual enteprises the
citizens of our Groat Republio hrwve given us
just causo to feel proud of their achieve
monts, Railroads aud canals, to open up tho
wnterior of ~u~ country, have commanded
the attention, the enthusiasm, and the
money of our best citizons.  Muny of thom
have earned reputations by their gomus and
success the fame ot which hax reached other
lands, and American skill,energy aad wdus-
tiy have found profitable and honurable om.
ployment in Chwma, Egypt, ltuusin, and
Japan, as well asn the svuthetn hiif of our |
uwn hemisphere, But when a work of very
great importance to our entire country isde-

Wo liesitato not to aftirm that for the com
merce of the United States thoro is no ono
reat worle ofas much fmportancons n groat
ship canal through tho Isthmus of Darion.
And hera wo uro hesitating, dobating, and
making, ineflicient offurts to ascertmn the
most practicable route, and when ascertaln-
ad—to many at least satisfnotorily—thoro is
lncking the life, energy, purpose,swill—somo-
thing to striko the blow that shall commit
somo comnelent individunl, company, or
associntion to its complotion. Tho myriads
of ahips engaged in tho India, China, Japan,
Australie, California, and tho general Pacific
trade, would perform their voyages in about
ono half tho time they now do, could they
have a safo and speedy passage by way of
the lathmus of Darien. Ships from New
York to San Francisco would save at least
10,000 miles of navigation and tho doubling
of Capo Iforn or tho Crpo of Good HO{)O.
both of which routes are nlways attended
sith great risk and danger,  Alveady we
aro n thousand miles nearer tho-.e markols
than tho groat cilics on tho Atluntio coast,
and wo can soll tons, spices, and the goods
of ancient nations, cheapor than tho ocastern
cities. We do not, thereforo urge our East
ern capitalists,morchants and manufacturers
to Lestir thomselves to make o great high-
wr.y from ocoan to ocean, s0 much for the
tonefit of the Grent Valley of tho Mississippi,
a3 for their own honor and profit. With an
inter ocean ship canal tho voyage from Bos-
ton and New York to San Francisco, Japan.
China and India, would he reduced to ono
bolf the prosent time, and all atlondant
risks and dangers in tho samo proportion.
Good first class stenmers would then mako
the voyago from New York to San rancisco
in twenly days, and to Jupan and China
within forty or fifty.

For years o line of Stoamers, drawing six
or soven feot of water, passed from the At.
lantic at Groytown-——more commonly known
as San Juan—up the San Juan Rwor and
through lake Nicaragua, inafine and safe
harbor within some twelve or fiftecen miles
of a gooG harbor on the Pucifio ccean. A
lino of stages and waggons transforred pas-
sengers, froights, baggage &o over thoso fow
miles without meeting any extraordmary
obstucles. Tho ontire olevation of the coun-
try between Lako Nic 'ragua and tho Pacific
presents no engineering difticultios to dotor
any resolute company from at once com-
mencing tho oxcavation of a ship canal.

Another routo, near the present railrond,
connecting Aspinwall on the Atlantio, and
Panama on tho Pacitic, prosent fow of tho
great obatacles that confronted the Irench
in the construction of tho Suez canal. The
French and tho Ilulians, oven in times of
trouble, overcame much greater ditliculties,
while drilling a seven mile path for a double
track railway miles below the summit of the
Alps. Wo talked, wrote, and speculated
about an inter oceanic canal years beforo
theso great achievements were dreamed of
a8 practicable | Seven-ecights of the distance
from Aspinwall to Panama is olevated buta
few foet above thesea. ‘The highest plano
ol the railrond is but a littlo over 300 feot
ubove the wharves at Aspinwull. Suppose
3t wero necessary to blast this ontire ridge
150 feet wido and five miles long, the undor-
taking would bo less formidable than the
piorcing of Mount Cenis —a work 50 soon
accomplished by the French and by the
Italians. Much of the Isthmus of Panama
develops iron, copper and gold. Thoughin
blasting for a canal no valuable minorals
should be discovered, yet all therock would
be required 1n walling and completing the

msnded, the master spirit is wanting,.

cana! through the low, arshy land on tho
Atlantic side of the Isthmus,
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routhoast—usunliy kunown as tho Darien
routo—is considered by m:mr ns tho mor’,
feasable of any yot suggested. Tho reports,
arolhowever contradictory. Somo report viv
crsiinterlocking, with a ridgo ofless than 200
fect intorvoning ; others report a mountain
mora than GUO feot. high ond three miles
wido—which would havo to bo cut down
or tunnolled to complote a ship canal.

Recently much has been written about tho
Toliuantepes route. This has many advo-
cates from tho fuot of its being so much
nearor the United States, Rivers of con-
sidorablo magnitudo rise on tho ‘ divido,"’
and flow both cast and west. It is urgoed
that theso can bo easlly mado navigable and
leavo but n short distanco to out tho canal
through, tho entiro distanco from ocean to
vcean would be uear 200 miles. Tho Tohu.
antepcoe route would grestly reduce the
distance between Now Orleans and San
Francisco, and alt other things boing equal
would bo tho most desirable,

But wo aro particularly anxious that some
of our enterprising commercial mon shall
form a company and decideon dofintto nc-
tlon. W should bo the last peoploin tho
world to wait for Government zction, A
company with & Grinnell, a Lawrence,
Stewart, or & Vanderbilt at its hoad, would
uccompimh more in ono year than the Gov-
ernment can in holf a dozon, Porhaps tho
right man has not yet turned up. The
West has furnished o Captain Halil to re-
connoitre tho rogions around tho North
Pole. Whero is the genius to point out tho
best routo for a gront ship canal that shall
unite tho waters of the Atlantic and Pacifio
oceans.— U, S. Army and Nary Journal,

PRUTECTION IN AMERICA.

Tho American workman ‘s protected to
death. Ho may well pray, Savome from my
feionds. Ha has so long been at thoe mercy
of political quacks, that but for a robust
constitution ho would have died, Their curo
is worso than the diseaso Indeod what
with duties for vrovenucs as well a3 protes-
tiou caveral flourishing branches of industry
have alceady beon killed off.

The Chicago Zribune givesits readersin a
Iate number a comparative estimate of work
men’s wagee in England and the States that
is not porticularly calculated to encouragoe
the emigration of skilled labor:—In Shef-
field masons recoive $12.25 a week in gold ;
carpentors $11.25 ; and tho blacksmiths $10.
23, In New York masons receive $22.36 in
greenbacks ; carpontors $18.60 ; and black-
smiths 16.79. If the gold is turned into
greonbacks thero will be no reat difforonce
in the wages of theso classes, excopt in that
of tho masous ; of which class the latter ap
poars to havo about 57 per cent, in excesss
of their rivala.

But thero is anothor side to the picture,
the comparison of prices show a difference
that countorbalances eny little advantage
tho American hns on the score of wages.
The diflerence as given in the Zvibune by an
Irishmn who has tried both countries, ap.
pears alimost incredible, Boots and shooes
for himself and his family cost 200 por cent
more on this side of the Atlantic ; theirhats
and caps cost 200 por cent. moro; house
ront nearly 500 per cont more, and other
things in proportion. Fuel and nearly all
the other necessarics of lifo aro in & similar
ratio, moro oxpensive in America.than in
England, 8o that the seeming improvement
in circumstancos promised by a slight ad-
vanch of wages is all'a delusion,



