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A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARV.

'0 t> ei loyal l'rsrteriatî, and suroly every I'reslîyterian i
loyal tu lii. Ci' ireli, the ielebration of the '250ti auniversary of the.
Shoîrter Catechuin, hcld lait weck iu Knox churcli, rootc, mnuet
)lave proved satisfactory and inspiring. Net a notae ni discurd was
titi liek thruughiout the pîriteedings. 'lie îîalicrs read watt' by men
rejîrcuentative of the various îîheuse of tliouglit, in the Cliurcii, yet
&Il was hsbrisiony; ail bowed the iiead iii allogiauce tu> tire aid
standiards, tiio old du)ctrine, the piositiont of '210~ yoars agi. Andi
yet lt wàs iv)t ant old.fasioned gatheriug by any ineatiu, Iearned
ibrofesauri, Iîopîilar lircacliers, insinisters wath theastudious andi the
literary turc, laynien ni culture anti business mon were atikong the
alicakers, while the aîîîreviative, audience compjriseti ladien andi
gentlemeni who give zest anid character to tho comîîîunity and amculi
the, public lie. It wus a geiiuine tribute to tlî. iîîiortal littIa
booki- -the iàiiual of tIi. Chiristiani tIreosid, tiie terror of the Scottilit
Achool forme.

'l'lie icltreuiejs were on tic whole mastcrly. Tliat by 11ev. Dr.
C&en t'i n Il l'lie t'tility of Creeds andi Confession% " openeti tîîc
(ConIerence oit Tuesday evening, Whoui the rcv. douter presîdeui over
the meeting. Jle notedl the faut tiat not a few Christians deuicti
tiie utility ot confession. holding thiat thîey disparagcd the. great
work ci the. Aliîîghty aîhîong nien, were hindrancea tu thcological
lirogresa, and halîl crcateti schisme and dissensions in tha Church.
Inm c'onbatting thoae i'iews Drt. Cavelluila: tie iiier atandard.e of
Christian doctri te wera nover intentltd tu Ibo anytiog save expert.
ent.i of the. mîain princîples of the. Bible. 'fley hadl, therefore, îîct
bieu obstacles tu trio avance of thioclogical science, but barrners to
reui specuiatioîî. So, tue, thay hail bauî bond% of union in the.
Chitreh ratiier thtan causesn of dlissension. At the foundation <if aIl
tii. book% of the Bibla wu. theo uleaire tu confesti lii Lord, andi this
wu trua of &Il cruele, including the confessions which wera the
greatent of aiH tha creeuis exioting, The. confessions wcre gilýdo a
tins. ecluiiîg fcliwship with theCIîurch. Ail conscientiouspersonm
serking adissioni into a ('hurch desireti tu lcnow tIi. tonate o! Iliat
Churci. andl, au tho worlM hll a right to that laiowleiigo, aIl
chtirchos ruenst hava a standard, writ ten or tînwrittcu. The articles
of con fession were alto à pîrotection against error in jiractico or
doctrine, atîd iiiarkeui the lina hotacenz wiat watt sounai andi what
wa. heretical. A niit wlîo could accept tire articles miglit aît that
tli.y Lae reviesad or he inighit les', the. Lhuircl. A minister inuet
utît teacti doctrines ln whîcii )la dii uiot beliova, and i *privato
intiluau aisutiiing to axorcisa the right to teach hiis own viewe,
shoulti thoso vicews b. wroig, am1ieriled the litterty of thie whoio
congregation. The orîlinary maîuibers wer, mot onpelled wu sub.
scribe te the artic'les ot tira confession, a tact wliich contradictedl the
eîithet of intuleralt tynanoy which hati becu apilied ta the. bri
ot goverument ut tha l'resliu'eriau Church. Tire articles were a
dlirectioni în îinivate. anti piic teaching, and tîiniaters coula mlot do
botter titan fasiiion their sermons afte thc type set by thein.

11ev. Il. IL Jordan, B. 1)., géme an iuteroatiog atidroas on "1Tii,
Iiit.oricîl sitting, lioliticai anti rti>,ious, of the. ii'attninster Assaut.
bly." lie nt'cited tii. events winchi led ci tw v'arius religious
nevolutions in Furope. Lnglantl andi Scotland inimediatteiy prcceding
tii. troublIons tites ni the Stuarta, tii. rite and lirogr.as o! puritan-
tant anl tha generai îloniincnco of thie lresbyterian sentiment
thnoughout tii. Islandi o! Grcat Itritain.

11ev. W. J. Nle(augian's sul.jectw Ial "The. personnel of the
Assr'mb' 3'." lie gava bris! but vigorcus characten sketches of the.
ieattitig siien who sat at that celcbrated couccil. Tiia Asembly wau
miadeoi ut 151 inemboa, o! wîioni 1il2 were divin.. anti Si iay
uaseors. It hllt ieen ciiaractciiztd au et.nding firat, and it
undoubleidly diti stud tiret, aniong Proutestant counicils. l'arlianient,
hall bre'î ileairous ot liaviiig every i.haIa o! oplinion, except the
sacerclotal, reprciented on it, an in tuitis it hall been suemstul.
The Englibli u'lcrical ncîibers wera ail mien troin the Univ'eritie
ni OIxford or Camubridge. Anionr tha mîembers of the Eraitiau
sectimi wrre U.glîtfîo, %Witelock, Coleman anti Seltlen. 'is
archmoli feIt thrînsctlves atItstionally atrong from the tact that the.
l',%rloament vas ^t tirr havit. It wua the section which lieldtheii
view that ini aIl miatter. the State w"s in the, acendant. Thei second
cla@ vas tht' F.luscopaltans, &bout a tloien of whom hall been
aîîpointeil 153' i'atliîint. anti ut wuiîî .'rcbiîhop 'alier %au on,
ot the mîont î.rominsnt. 'lhvy th,'k no activa liart ii the generai
tlisetission. Anotlier cia.. w^s tie Congrret'ionalits or Inlepenti.
( titi. Who lia'l I>rl.îîgls. their tetieta with tOient front liouant fully
tle'eloîiluI. Ilehîin, this sevtitin wai, t'roiiiwell andi tiie amy, andl
timeir inttiexîre was gloverned tu a eonsiderall extetît by the news
front, the sîcîci et tb'xule. ""%e terc were the tvo branches of the.
l'r"lylcteiati, î1.u A-mung thesa the sieaker ikà"nmîoîietl Dr.
lievuollis andi John l'%iii, the. grea'. l'Tanîcntary leader, wiio
impecithett Strafford. 'lh. laut Jîmty anti th. init iVAe.titg one
in te Asseibly, the speakcer snid, vwu the. Szotch c')mmissiouors,

Sainel Rtutherford, Riobert liailie, George Giiiempie andi Alex.
Ilenilerson, thie hast o! wlîor gave stabulity to Ilcoebvteriaîiiiîîi andi
was the. greatatit statemiiian of hie ago.

On WVdnesd..y tiiree sogsions were blai. 11ev. 'Wm. Burns pre.
cideti ci the. morning meeting and delivereti a w.ll'îlmed, w.i'pnî
atidrems on IlThe, stabulity of Creedi andi the dangers of r',stl..s
change."

113v. Dr. Carmuiobael spolue on IlThe. Doctrinal Contente of the
Confession." Tii. confession, for twc and a half oenlu-riee hada
been, witb the, Bible, thé very fle blooti and the, bon, andi lnew cf
oar lesbyterianism. The doctrine whicb it centaine, th. systeun
whiah ia calioti Calviniain, oonstituted tire very foundatlon etous
cf tbe Pteibytenian taîth. The solo prinoiple which guided the
Assembly in their statemene of the atterai doctrine@ cf the con-
tession wau: Il Are they agr.ecble ta the Word cf Giod I Every
doctrine wast tosted by baing reterred to the. standard. Tii. con.
tension was net a. liard boDk, ue did it repreaent the Diety ini a
itemn and severo asptect, se hati been coetended by soain pedple.

Ai tire alternerau session the. chair vas cocnpied by Mfr. Marti.
mer Clark. The tiret addreu. was by 11ev. Dr. MoLarfin, profeser
cf systomtatic tiieclcgy in Kox College, aud hie subject was "4The.
confession and ostechiain in relation ta the proviona biatory c!
tbolegy." lie deniedti a llresbytomianism in its doctrine andi
polity was an antire breaking say (rom the huetorical oborch, an
ignoring of the. put leamoing and theongii of Christian sage., and
was, in fact, the invention of Knex and Calcin2.' The WVestminster
Confession and Catechisin, oweti much 10 lhe greai divine vie
drattedtihein, but thay cod nie ta thon. learneti Christian
aciolars cf preceding agas who bad dovoted their lives te maatering
the. contents ef tbe Divine revolati'îe. Tlhe article# cf lie cofle@'
sien were fonnded ou he assomrption thal the Boriptures vèe lhe
soie roi. cf lite. Nu article cf ftith was cdmitted wi icoulà flot
vindicate is right te a place in the. confession hy appeai tu the
written word. Tiiy diti net con tbis accouait ignnre the claritving
knowiedge et paut ages. noer tit they ceerlooli or ntervalo. tiat
kncwl.dge. They distingoishat, howev.n, betweon tradition as an
uistance in ctodylng the. word antd as an article of faiti. Il vas
cnly by reeding mauy of the articles in the. lighl t the history of
tbeology thaI tiey coulai b, f oIly appreciateti. Tii, Westminster
Asembly, as ane of tholatest cf the. Christian conocils, hail ta dum]
with ail doctrines cf the chnroh vbhici bcd arisent froux the eiurlieit
timon. They ropreaenled the. achievinents cf sixteen oenturieS.

11ev. Dr. Gregg delivereti an interestiug atidrens on "lTii. Iis-
tory and Influenof et xIi.eciminster Standard in Relation tu tbe
Varions Branches cf the. Preshytenian Onorci." lie wond cmli
a.tontion, ho saîid, ta soe cf the fruits cf tii. Westminster
standards. One cf bis illustrations vas tound in lhe tact liaI tiey
served te bind togather in achalandi nnity tie varions branchea
o! the Ilresbytorian Chorch '.ircouion the world. lis eécnd
illustratiou vas liaI the articles formiei a tricot effectuai bernier
against wiat ho termedth le inroadu antd on cf the Churcha cf
Rom.

M.. J. IL Macdonald, occopiet heechair ai the eteningetouion.
11ev. Dr. Miiigan dolivenoti au able addreu. an IlPresbyenianian
in relation te Civil Lib<îzty." A sobjeett retedcomnprehensivmly
andi tborcugbiy. Atter deaiing with the. rigit conception of the
chorch, ho sait: "Iily civic liberty, ve nnderiand the relations
obtaining belvelen the citizen andtihe Stato rigbtly regniateti by-
lev. hI was the giory of ont I?:esbyterian fatiées te perceive andi
prcclia the. lmth in a&l essential respects regarding civil andti e-
ligiona liberty. Blocosec cf their spiritual conceptions cf Goai, andi
cf man matie in the image cf G id, tbey became the champions cf
civil liberty. They verts trnly reverenai, ant herefor, trnly fer.
les. and fearilse boulle roverenai. They penetratoti benesath &Hl
shows o! thingi te thein beart, anti rirai hein as ihcy vere, met se
they seurmd. Tiiey were not begoiloti by tie sigil cf the. oyet.
John Knox woold not worsbip a pies a! painteti wcod, by wiat-
evor niie il. migiit ho called ; ho knew il wal ouly vooti, liai anti
noling mono. Sacrnmentarian ide oas er ighly ocosoiveti cf as
mythicai ant superstiions. Tiiey taught mren vie vere duutracted
ail llîeir livet with superstitions tears a hoiy, tearlets courage wbich
tifectel the retommation cf the. chnnch andtihe literature cf the.
Siate. They taught, in short, "Ilieht mnan vas ta believe concern.
iug Goti anti viai duty Ccd requireti et man." le tlii bciy,
feurites courage nie rockon a@ ai ou f thein lab3réac vital civil
virîhie."

Rt'v. lPt. l'àaiusn atldreeased lhe meeting on IlTii. Contemuien
andi Calecbienm in the Ine." At 1er giving lie iistory cf the two
bjolcs, kuowu as the longer andi shanter Catecim, bo epake of
the influrence th&% thay bcl.d, utieciaily lie shorter ane, ini
mooiding character. The ciltreés vas gremîiy apprecialeti,
espetitlîy by the cidler people of the audience, who knew by
experience the trout ci hie dwsriptiocs.
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