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TIIOGTS FOR TUXE CLOSINO MER.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
A hippy l<ew Year i 0ài é4uoh may it, bc i
Joyously, suroly, noi fuily for Toc 1
Eear fiat and fains Dut, but lie cf goed clieer,
And truttflly enter the hippy New Test 1

Hlappy, se happy i Thy Falier &hall guide,
PlcoteoL ti. presorvo lice, sud aiwaya pravido i
Onward sud upwsrd dleng the righl way
LovIngly Iesdlog thec day by dey.

,lappy, ser happy 1 Thy Savicur s ball b>o
Lvrmr procious sud pront with teon I
Hippy, se happy i Hia Spirit thy G uest,
Filing viii glory the. place af ii test.

QOINQ HOME.
Yeare nota yct corne te tho rost sud ta thc luheritance viiich
the. Lord your Ood givetit you."-Dent. xii. 0.

And la il se, tuat aI tihe close of lisi loue and vcary plgrîmago
theo lu reit ibove?1 Aud allte- tus oartily fineling existence
thare le an iuhieritunco reservcd: Msay I uuhositatingiy belioyo
1h15 auuranco sud hopefuily clasÂl IL ta my beant? Thon wluh
whaL a flrma trei, sud with whsit a buoyaut spirit nîiy I proe ry
fuet upou th. mysttrioe Liirahoid cf tho jeu non opou&ng upon
anc-even as the morn&og a mua peos abova the. horizon, suid as
th. sariy flowor exrsudu to uho warm influence of &ts gonial hommei.
WVheîher, lako thst? mun, li nov botu year sahal it ia c,.urae bo
vreathied vîth stcrm-elouds-er ivhetber, lîke that opeuing
flowsnt, Ita uirthly loves sud jojs and hopos shîii paie nad dror'p
aud dis, I cannot hell non wish ta knew. Enough tbat Qed la my
Father, my Sun and Shiehl - tuat He wiil give gnaou oud glony,
and iih withhold na goodi and ucoded thlng. Enongli th&tCh-ist
le my Portion, my Advocate, =y Frlcnd, sud tuat whatevcn eise
may pu away, HIa sympathy wiii net cesse, Rio sufficienoy vil)
net fail, nor lioe love die. Euaugh that the everlssting cevrant
la mine, sud tuat that cyensut, made with me, ln ondoned i aiH
things aud sure Enough tuat heaven lat my te * tC thut towards it
I arn jeamnaying, snd that I arn oue yesr ucaren ls3 blaeed sud
endiesi enjoynient.

Thus may esoii Christian piignlm commune with bis avu
heart whio standing boueath the. shadowy portai of anether eycle
cf lime. Bro yet vo ment its nov sud auaitddaisms-Its dulies,
its respeusibilitlcs, sud iLs trials,-it may bc aur wledom ta
rornember, tuat vs are "neot as yet corne ta the. roit sud ta th.
inheritaneo vhioh the. Lard aur Qed givath us.", Our path,
pointing hemovards, lies acrois a long sud dran acoet. W.
have, as yeh, rnny a milestone ta pasa-many a stage ta tmavel-
msuy a fou ta confrot-many a baILle ta vin. W. canuot exinit
an thome who put off the armer and wive the~ palm. And yet vo
are Seing homo. Geiug homo i whaL a zoothing rellection i vint
an cestatio prospect 1 Tii. heant throbs quicker-ho co beama
brtghthr-the spirit gravi eliatie-heho ile seul uplifts ils
soatîng piuion, cager for ils fltght, at the. very îhengii cf liauten.
IlI go te, prepare a pince for you," vas oe of theit. uansd
swoetcet assurances liat broathed Item the lips cf the. departing
Saveour ; aud Lhougni uhtercd etghtoeu iiundred yeana mga, thase
warda no ataiig upen the. mcmery likoe the oche of by.gouo
munie, thrilling tho heart witb hly and indcscribsble transport.
Yen 1 le bas paumae vithin tii, veil il our forerunuer ; lie bar
prepared heaven for us, and by His gentie, vise, and loving
disciplina. Is preparîng us for heaven.

Amidet the. porpetcaliy cbanging ceeues of earth, It iu refreah.
lng te think et heaven as our certain boe. "lu hopale of oterual
MOIe vlteî Qed, luat cannot lie, pramisod beoe ije vorld began.",
This la no 2uickeand basic for luith-uer mirage of hope. licaven
la a promised Ilneat"--exqusitely expressive image i-sud that
promise la the word cf Hlm vho cannot lie. Nohtg can us,
uOthing cou campa witlî thie i Humau couideaie-the atrong
and beantifut-bave boat sud braken benecauh ni. Hfopos-bright
sud wiuning-wo tac, Iaudiy led, have, 11k. eveuing c>ouds o!
aummon, faded away, draplng Lie laumeapo Lhey ha pslcted
with a t.housand variegateil hues lu tii. sombre paîl Of umgiî.
But bean la truc ' Cd bas promised lt-Christ has secnrod iL
-the. Holy Ohoul la its camnet- and tho joya vo nov fled are ils
piodgosand "Ilia fruit&." Christian, considen ti nov epoeii of
limo , nufold a nov page o! y out yot unviltteu huatory wit.i the.
full, uuvavering conviction that Qed la f&ltllful-that lu ail tue
nogetiatlous. trausactioans' sud evenu cf the. mnkuowu futur-in
aUl the. dlvonalfled aud fluctuatlng phases of e-patience îiinongi
whîeh yon rnay pose, It wiilhbc Vut muery ta do wîth Hlm o!
vhorn IL la sud, "'Il la Impossible for (iod ta lit.- O tako lii
precieu t.ruth iet jour heurt, and i wil. shedla w-ari 4unlight

over &Il the landiespo of jour ahadowy oxistence. Il s bIdtýi
failhfaI, Hoe colanot deny flimaif," Recelvo the. promise, and
confido lu the. veraeity nf the. Promicer, and Hoe wiII make good to
lita utmoit the. word upon whieh Ho bas causod jeu te hope.
8C.ading jet witlîin the. Solomu vos.bulo uf tht. uew 'sud porion.
tGous yeAr, coula our flutterlng hearta flua repose ln a more
approprfate or se ietor truth than the Divine fslthfulncss of Ilim
Ilwith whorn thon le ne variablones, neithor the ashadow of a
turning 7"I

The Homo to whiloh w emupire, and for whlch Ire pant, le uot
only a promised, iL le &lac a perfect and Permanient IHomo. Tha
mixed character of thase seaucns we nov cali repose, and the.
shllting places and changing dwvelllogs wa bors cali home, sauld
perpetuaily rernfnd us that vo are uot, as yeti corno ta the parlent
rest and the permanent homeof ai cavon. Mont tru. indoed, God
in the. beliovor's prenant hume, and Jeaus hi s presont reut
Boncath tho shadow of the cross, by the. aide of the. merpy tst,
within, the. pavillon oi a Father's love thora la truc montal repose,
a rosi heart'a eue, a poste that passoîh &Il uudcratlanding, found
ovcn bore, viiero aIl things cise are fleeting as a cioud, and
unsubstantial s a droam. "ICorne unto me, &Il ye thît lahor and
are hoavy ludon, aud I wiil givo you rosi." But iL la La Scaven v.
look for the. sculls perlent aud changoies hippinoas. With c'hat
imigery shahl I portray it ? Hov shah I doeribe It ? Thlnk ci Il
the IIIs of your preseut condition-not oeexciste lu heavoul1
Borcaved oee âeaith enter. net, éays net, sundors net thore.
Sick rue ! --dostase paies uot, onfeebies net, vastes not thora.
Afflicted oue. -sorrow chaie not, saddons net, uhidos uot thore
Opprcsued one l--cruelly Injures net, -wounds not, arueles not
ther. Forsakon on. i-inconstancy dIlsappeInts net, chilis net,
mocks net thora. Penittnt ono i-sin eis met, burdens not,
ombitters net thore. Weeping one i-fra,: apring net, scald not,
dlirn not tLie, IlThe. former thiugt ire paua away." Thomr
rests net upen tuat mmooth brow, there lingets not upon ticse
serene f eaturca a furrow, or lino, or shlado uf former sîduss,
languor, or snifering-not a trace o! wiabes unfulilid, of fend
hopes bltghtcd. The. dcsert le psssed, the coconu lu crosscd, the.
homo la re&ohed, aud the seul finda itel ln heiven, where &Il lu
the perfection af purity and tho piontitude of blas. Agen move
on lu endicas succession, snd etli ail Is bright, new, aud eteruil.
0, vie wouid net livo te, vin aud enjoy s heaven se ftiri se hely,
sud se changoleas as thi.? HIl whe bas Christ lu hi. ban
eushrines thora the. iuextiuguishabie, deatileas hope of giory.

It in a richly instructive and deeply smnetifying thougt-tbe
faturfty cf the. ieaveniy rest. Wiieu told thst vo are net as yet
coule ta the rost and te, the imberitance which the Lord ar God
givehh us, we arc gently remindcd tuat vo have each ont a niche
lu 11f. te ocnpy, P, "hero ta 1111, a mission ta pcrform. Tho ides
cf personïl. responsLiiliV, cf iiidividual influence, sud cf untirtng
action instsntiy starta up before the. mimd. "Net yetiluheiven-
thon for wyuL amn 1 boe? Sureiy it le for au abject lu htrxmony
wiii my intellectuel aud spirituel being, snd wortiy cf Hin vie
stili dotains me on arth. IL must b. tat 1 have nomething te do,
or something ta endure for Christ-an active or a passive part ta
BiL. Lord, wyL wilt thon have me ta do or suifer for Thee 2" O
thora isn afathernicas depth of divine visdomn lu tie arrangement
that keepa us se long eut cf heaven. Tis vorld needs un, and we
meda tii. world. It neols us ta illumine cldd sauctify IL: vo nead
iL ns the IBId of our conflict, aud as the. achoal of our gnaces. W.
vaut the. vend, net a s hormita celi, but as avoit tbeatre whcre
befon. angels and mon onr Christlanity la develepeil lu the.
achievernts of prayer, ln the. triumphas of fauth, ln the. labor of
love, aud lu the. endurance ai ifenoing.

Net yet at home-thone v onld remember that It in "L hrough
rauch tribulstion we are ta enter the kingdom." Au a new perisd
of tirmo clowly rites heom the. depthis cf the. unkuavu snd
mysterions future, ils forte, haii.shsidowy, half-brightncss, eering

t*"' iCold in my greeting : but wian wo part
Thon shalt finit I have crept arannd thheart
Ahi1 vainiy tien would'aL thon, bld maestay,
Aud stgh ta recail me viien I amn away."

Sink vo from !tLsiterm sud sehemu duttes, Ità baaomed
sorralva, ite deep sud lmpenetrable decrees?1 Wby siirink vo?1
lufuito nesaunces unveil tbelr troantr upont Its thresheld.
Christ'a ataning monits confront aur vaut domrneit Christi»
banudies grace confronta Our dtep ueceasios Chhristie présence
confronta aur maid sud g100MY 1lo1e11n1084 Joans thns filled wlth
gnue rio overflowing, vte lova e L eader, vihh ymnpathy no
exqulsite, with pawer se ilfimtabl, W!ti teour=e ne bouindless,
WlLh a nature soe haDgelesi, stands before us sud saya te *&oh
trcmbUng heart, "Par nt." W. commences nev miatch under
Hlm couvoy. W. propare, foras nsw ceufflet with His armer. We
rencu aut plgrimage vlth fre:h supplies af I "augoe' foad"
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