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hui the Fisli Counmissioner's report for 1872-3 atid 1873-4, vol. I
%ve mecet %vith anothcr confident statemenit, but no proof. MIr. WVatson,
in an article on "The Salmon of Lake Champlain and its Tributaries '
(page 536), saYs: IlThe sawvdust stained anti polluted the %vatcr, and the
sedimcnt and debris of the mills settdcd largcly on the graveli>' bottomns,
whichi liad been so alluring to the salmon, changed thecir character, and
revolted the cleanly habits of the fishl."

Four y'ears after this the Commissioner inserts in his report (187S)
a translation of an article by Professor Rasch, of Norwvay, on "'The
Propagation of Food Fishes ": II Thiat the rivers on wvhicli there is con-
siderable cutting of timber gradually become more and more destitute
of salmon is an undeniable fact ; but wvhite it is assertcd that 'Ihe sawv-
dust introduced into the river from the saw unills causes the salmon
coming from the sea cier to forsake the foster stream because of
meeting tie sawdust, to seek another river uiot polluted, or else wvieu
the fisil attempts to pass througlh the arcas quite filled ivith savduist then
this by fixing itself ini the gi openings, or betveen the guis causes its
deatli, yet later ex<perience seemns to entitie us to the assumption that
sawvdust neithet- causes the salmon to forsake its native stream, nior pro.
duces any great mortality among the asceruding fishies. The lîurtfulness
of the savdust to the reproduction of the salmon is uîot so direct, but
is excecdingly great in this, that it partly lirnits and partly destroys the
slavnitig grounids of the river."

In his report for 1879, the Commissioner gives a translation from
another Norse writer, WV. Land.nark, on IlThe Propagation of Food
Fishies." This scientist mentions four objections to savdust :

i. "Sawdust gradually sinks to the bottom, and tlîus fils the ver),
place %vhiere the fish eggs are ta develop, with impure and injurious
matter."

2. " \Vhen eggs are broughit into contact with sawvdust or an>' other
rotting wvooden matter for any length of trne, the eggs are overgrown
%vith a species of fungus, wvhicli invariably kilis the germ."

3. " WhIen the wvater riscs and causes tic masses of sawdust wvhich
have gathered in the river to move, a large number of young fishi are
carried avay ivitli it, and are gradually buried in tlîe nevl)y-forined
piles of sawdust." In a foot-note lie says: Il Lt lias beeuî said that saw-
dust wvill drive tie salmon entirely aivay from a river, but 1 thinkl that

jVoLý \111.


