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Ix the Legal Newvs, Mr. Eliel, a
eliua,. E*ra~ protliitit lawyer of Chilcago, dis-

titi cliilwI? esses "Tite Seope of Accident lit-
suratice." He endeavours to es-

tablisit that lthe inhalation of disease gernis constittutes
anl accident canised by "eîc-ai violent, ai acciden-
tai nicaîns.'' Hc draws ant anicgy between titis and
the iinlialiug of coul gris, or accidenitai dritikiîtg of
poison, as " ii te lighît of moderni science deatit front
theattacks of amiy bacillus, aceidetîtaily takex inca the

body, is produved by external violer' and accidentai
mens iii the saite sense as the occidentai driniiig of
poisonl, etc. lb seentis be us that the atîalogy 1iaI ne0s
close as Mr. EBiil supposes. Tite inhialatiotn of coal
gas is very rarely indeed ait accident ; as a ruie il is a
niatural consequtence of serions iiegligence, and tinder
ill circunistances il is avoidable by ordiîîary care.
Bebwecîî a risk whieit cati be iieutralimed by prudence,
and )lie impossible te forcece tir guard agaiî;st, tic
anialogy is tot apparent, as Uie onle arises froin lian
foily, te other front înian's lielplessness. 'te olte is
vety easy to trace as a cause of death, nothing casier,
vhie Ille othier is, after ail, a speculation, as though tie

bacillus theory is hield by scientists, tiîey caniiiot tell
how bacilli camne bo be lodgcd iu te huinian systen.
A clatiuî utîder att accident policy based oit Mr. IEliel's
thecory, that the deeeased policyluolder had inhaled
bacilli by ",externui, violent and accidentai mentis"
îvould tiot be provable iii a Court of Law. Proof cotld
îîever go beyond a tiiedical probability, wvhercas in a
case of deat by itiialing gas or dritnking poison, proof
couid ainounit te absolute denioristration. We tîtere-
fore doulht bbe inhalation of disease gertus falling
,%Vitlhil, - Trhe Scope of Accidetnt Ilisirailce."

Somi.u of thc largest practicai caicu-
.s %tt P*obeu i latiotîs, upon uvhicil every ycar

hundreds of mîillionîs of dollars de-
pend, ail turn uponi wheblîer iii a certaitn contiectioti
the figure 4 is correct Or 5 :)n snch apparent trilles dIo
vast issues bang. Thte question is, Wliat is the
animtal cotstttîption of wlheat or foeur per ltead iii
cotubries wvhcre it is the staple food of the people ?
Mr. Aukintson, the enuitnut Anîcericani statistielan,
staces te average ration of wlieat foeur to ecd adîtt
persoit iii tile Unîited States as olle barrel ecd year.
Hc rates as aduirs ail chlldreti of 10 years and upwards,
and two chuldi-cu of yonnlger ages as equal ho olte
aduit. Tite estiniates of eoîtsuînpioxî per lîcad by
other experts range frot 4,4 ho 42 j bushieis of îvheaî
per amnt. The population being kîîown and the
yield of a hîarvest, il is a lue sehîooi-boy task to decide
wvhat surplus, if any, would, rewiaiîî afîci- providitîg
ettougli for the honte consuitîption. Fi-oni tiis, highly
imnportattt infornmation wvas obtaiîîed as ho the prospects
of tue grain trade for sonie tinte to corne, and front titis
data te price of wvliat cones to be fixed, being
affected temtporariiy by speculahuve niovenients. Brad-
streets sonte titue ego sent out 5000 circulai-s thîrotngli-
out the States and Canada, distribuîed aniongst liotels,
schools, asylunîs, aîîd p, ivate famnilles askiîîg informa-
tion as te the number of consumers and the annual con-

suitiption of foeur. These retu rtis, on careful anlysis,
bring ont tic resuit, that the average consuîuptioti of
foeur per hiend on1 titis continent is onle and Ole-fifthl
barrels yenrly. Thtis is coiisiderabiy hlighcer thaxi Ille
figure generaiiy nccep)ted as correct, nd in reliance
upoin which litndreds of millions of dollars liave bc m
stakcd every year. But for years tlicre lins been a
suspicion of inaccuracy iii tce coilunionly acceptcd
estinînte, as, year by yenr, the surplus l4ft over nt close
of ench season diffcred froin, caiculatiotis, a fact
which disturbed thc mnarket, and gave occasion to
operations in the wvheat market very like ganibling.
'ie c:-act constption of foeur per hcad, wvhen once
establislicd, woulcl do tuch to steady prices, and pro-
tect farniers, frotu sacrificing their crops mnder the iu-
fluence of reports publislied by speculators. It wil1
also be usefuil to liouseltolders to kîîow that eachi adult
in the fatiiily-cltildreni being calcuiated as previously
stated--coinsunies olle and oine.fifthi barreis of flour per
aniîm.

Tii-. attendants at the.recent Con-
alleurl Jgipar- ference of the 'Methodist Episcopai

Cixurch, lield at Cleveland, wandered
away froin eccleisiastical affairs by deciding to go int
the lire insurance business. By this stcp they cause
that Clinrch to becorne a conîpetitor withhe regular
insurance coxuipanlies. ht is ail inscrutable ntlystery
îvhy organizations of a noii-trading character, such as
municipal bodies and churches, should bc- so fasc*,-
nate :by the fi re insurance business as Ir ' înilpt tlieni
to leav'e their iiatural spiieres to tindertakze a business
of which they have lio practicai knowledge. Possibiy
tiîey are inoved by tie sanie curiosity îvhich has led
persons into touciîing a buzz saw to sec hio% raipidiy it
nioves, aîtfecperinîentwliiclî they usuially have reason
to regret. Itsenis te us suicidai for a Chxurch to
enier upolisecular business, as it tlereby ditiniishies
btelegitimiate profits of those wvho hiave invested
înoey in the eniterprise, and are iookittg to it for daiiy
bread ; consecîucntly lowers their ibility to give to
Clinrch objects. If a Chutrcli goes inito a conipebitive
struggle for trade it is certain te liave ils toile as a
religionis scciety lnwered, and to excite antagonisuis
which are iikcly tu besînircli its garnients. aîîd scan-
dalize its naine. 'l My Kingdolni is net of this ivorid,"
said te founider of the Chnurch, but tiiose wvho are ru!-
ing autho)rities il% a Chiurchi thich lias gonie into the fire
insurance business, cause that Chiurcli as an inscitution
ho be ilispited with worldly motives, and ho be gîven
to the ways and hiabits of this world. 'Tite whole
thiingis5 most inconigruotis. Tie regtularconipaiiieswtili
îvabch thieir ecciesiastie risks departing witliout any
deep regrets. Citurches and parsonages are itîifiain-
niable, and are by io menus a very profitable class of
business. Tfite Cliurcli underwriters w~ill la-t ere
long that it is u:ndesirable to have only olle class of
risks, and the eiornious profits they imiaginie are mnade
out of thc insurance of churclies will certainily neyer be
reai7ed, the probability being that te whole schente
%vili collapse, and bring dishonor and shlaie oit the
Ciinrch whicb sank doemi froni its divine funictions to
become a znoney-making corporation.
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