THE MODERN SILVERSMITH’S ART.

UROPE has hitherto been looked upon by the people
of this continent as the true home of art work in
silversmithing, but it 1s quite evident from the rapid

strides which are being made by the workers in this branch of
industry on this side
of the Atlantic, that
this supremacy will
soon, if it is not even
nuw, be a lhmg of
the past.

So far as regards
articles of utility for
tableand other house-
hold and personal
uses, it has long been
admitted that Ameri-
can handicratft, aided
as it is by the lavish
use.of the most per-
fect machinery, has
placed this branch of
theindustry far ahead
of any rivalry that it
has hitherto had in
Europe. Outside of
the practical, how-
ever, it has generally
been conceded hith-
erto that the Euro-
pean masters of Sil-
versmithing have at-
tained to a much
higher 1ideal of true
artistic production
than their compeers
in this country, tied
down as they were by
their surroundings
and the needs of the
patrons for whom
they catered.

This state of af-
fairs, we are glad to
say, has of late years
been gradually on the
change, until at the
present time the lead:
ing silversmiths of
America can put for-
ward specimens of their handicraft that will compare favorably,
if they do not surpass the very best works that can be produced
abroad.

Foremost amongst the manufacturers of America in this art
crusade is the now celebrated Gorham Manufacturing Co., of
Providence, R. 1., whose goods are now almost as well known
throughout the North American Continent as the look of a
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U. S. treasury note, and whose stamp and guarantee are re-
garded by the public as beu g as worthy of confidence as that
of the Hall mark of England.

The magnificent silver trophy, the illustration of which we
herewith present to the readers of Tie TRADER, was recently
finished at the Providence factory of the Gorhamy Mfg. Co. for
the Coney Island
Jockey Club, who
call it the “ Double
Event™ prize cup,
and by whom it was
awanded to the Hon.
W. 1. Scott, of Erie,
Pa, as an award
for the remarkable
achievements of his
; three year old horse
B o 5 “’I'orso™ at the Coney

: Island races last fall.
We are indebted to
our esteemed con-
temporary, the Jero-
eler’s  Jourrnal, of
Chicago, for the fol-
lowing description of
this remarkable pro-
duction :—“It seems
alost ridiculous to
name a tankard of
such noble propor-
tions and rare beauty
a “cup,” but since
we have so fine an
Hlustration executed
under the supervision
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of the wiakers, we will
not quarrel with the
name.  This piece
stands twenty-two in-
chesinheight, mount-
ed onahighly finished
ebony pedestal, as
shown in the engrav-
ing which shows the
traphy one-fourth its
actual size. As a
specimen of repousse
work in the Renais-
sance style, we be-
lieve this is one of
the finest specimens
ever exccuted in silver. The high relief in which the figures
and ornamentations are wrought are well-nigh wonderful, so
skillfully has the artist brought ont and under-cut his work that
the casual observer 1s inclined to believe that they have been
molded out separately and applied after the body of the work
was complete, although as a matter of fact they have been
raised from the body of the tankard and arc a part of the same
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