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.o the conscienae, we shall take the Apostle's his a)poving conscience. Ib suppose I ha
appeal as the foundation of our re:qarks. acted a moat meritorious part, imîgining hi

The chief subject of his declaration was did God service, but no soone: hid the Spirit
the conscience, which is called the moral opened his eyes, than lie cnifessed hitaselt

enîse. and whose office it is to istinguish the chief of sinners. When his conscience
beývteen vhat is good or evil in character, had heeq illuminated it reprobated his former
and righst or wrong in conduct, exciting feel- course, and aidmired and adore:1 the object of
ings of joy and complacency or; the one his former latred. Iiier the- guidance ot
hand; and pain and renorse on the other, mistaken zeal, low often hiave the most fear.
Met possess notions of right and wrong. fuil passions been let vent to| What crusades
Thev possess a belief that they ought to do have heen organized, and sanguinary perse-
,ne thing and refrain from another. This cutions enkindled
may be called a conscientious belief, and lit order to a sounti conscience, two things
when sneh a belief e:sists in a ran' ind in are requisite. IR mu.st possess an inherent
reference to a number of actions, we would knowledge of the rule of duty, and act ha-
Call the suin of his notions repecting what is hitually with a sense of duty. The decisions
right and wrong bis conscience. l Of conscience are only valusable when thev

li avowing his integrity in this appeal accord with the infallible standard, which is
Paul could not mean absoute sinlessness. the law extending to the affections of the

ve know by his own testimonv that ho was heart as well as tie affeotions. The law is
ear short of perfection, though no man had exce':dingly broad, reaching unto the whole
ever a brighter prospect of gttaining it, or man. It is also deep, penetrating unoto the
more deeply felt bis distance froum it. lie recesses of the sonl, being a discerner of the
Oisewhere ngenuously says, il lIn muy fleshi thoughts and initents of tie heart. The con-
dwelleth nio god thing." science was placed within ns to he our pro-

'he value of conscience as a director of in- per goyernor, acting as the delegate of God,
dividial conduct cannot he overestimated, in the place of God, and should therefors
but it must be weil informed and enlighten- speak with the voice of God set forth in the
ed, for it inay bu silenced through ignorance law.
And delusion, and decide erroneonslv, calling
sweet bitter, and bitter sweet; saving peace', "And I will piac within theni as a guide
peace, when there is nu peace. That which My umpire conscience, which if they vil] hear,

Light of the light, well used, they shall .ttai.
one man miay regard as a crime, another may
regard with inditference, Both miv bo Ie who prescrilbed the law, explained and
equally sincere, but sincerity cannot alter the exemplified it in His Word. lie hath
nature of things. A conscience void of of- shewn thee, O main, what is good, and what
fence is that which is iii conformity to the the law requireth of thee: to do mercy, to
w*Il of God, which is perfect and unchangea- love righteouisness, and walk humbly vith
ble as his own essence, and prescribes the thy God," Ignorance of the divine rie of
onry standard of truth to whiich ail human moralitv, therefore, cannot fail to lead to the
systems must bow, the rule of duty by wlieli violation of that rule, and as this is danger-
µUl humai action; uiist be tried, and which ous, so it is inexausable. If cotcience ap-

mincerity cannot alter or change. Idolatry proves when it oni-lht to condenin. the guilt
oues not ceasC to be crîminal in oonsequence is therehy increasel. Men often judge aniss
of being conscienît;iquely practised. The con- because uf their oywn faults. Some take little
science, therefore, thit does flot qondenîn the pains to ascertaini the truth, and lost metn
aonduct is not necessariiy i sound guide. would possess more accurate perceptions of
'Estere are some whose conscieu:ce is seared, the moral law if they sutficientiv endeavored
who have proceeded su far lin rin, that it has to attain them ; and therefore, though a man
ceased to rebuke, an4 the condition of the may not he pniîi.shed for a given act which
siier is never su ailarming as ieu, Wien he ignorzpntly mupposes to be lawful, he may
he has been so familiarised witi scenes of b puniaed for that ignoranpe in which the
vice, as to be hardtened to the deceitfuiiess 4qpposition origiotes, an4 there is a degrr
of sis, dead to reproof, 4nd inscsible to fear, ut wickeqiness to the agents of which God at
lie shows thit lie ias been given over by Qoi lesgth sends strong delusion, that thev May
to ; reprobate mind, as was the case with belseve a lie,
Ephraim whens God said, " Let hlin alone," We laive said that in order tq a soind ver-
jike calms 01n th sea, this is the prophset asd dict, tise conscience must act hiabitualIy with
forerunner of the gale, 4 sense of duty, doing all as in the preseiC

I dlues not foubow that conscience is void of God, and witi a single eye to his glory,
of offence, merely because it 4pproves of To follow its dictates whitlersoever they
conduct. The experieice of Pauul hiiseif nigbt lead, rcgardless of consequences, L'
way be appealed tu iii prof of tihis. lie did p msult its testimony on all occasions ils re-
plany thimgs contrary to the liante of Jesus of gard tu what is lawful and expedient, by acting

:Uaareth, reviling his character, blaspheming is everv case according to our conivictiois Of
his holy namne, and persecuting his peuple; trath, is tite high attainnlelt to wihich 119
yet Ji) al thse çrimses hue lød t:e sansctio of i houl4 aspire,


