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question of ex pense is an important mne, tlîough it :,houlcl not be

allowed to carry too niuch %veight jrovided the înoney is wvell spent.

Thiere is, however, aI grol)%%ing feeling th-t the day of jt'ries is

i ~passing away ,and the judîciary and the prutession arc at one wvith

the p)ublic ini thiiking that the more their use is limited the hetter

Speakiî'g of jurie' an atte;npt was recently made at the

%Vichiester Assizes ii England, as wve learii from our Eng]ishi naine

sae, to introduce iinto England the Scotch verdlicu of "flot proven."

It wvas a case of rape. 'lle jury after being out sorne tit-e broughii

ini a verdict of 'I ixot provun " %vhich verv properly wvas not accepted

bv NIr. justice Riclcyv, who directed the jury to returru in lieu of

their tinding a verdict of " not guilt%7." Whilst there niav ýbe

something tc) be said in favour of the Scotch usage in titis miatter,

it is of -ourse entirel\- foreign to the law ini other part., of the

B3ritish Empire, thc theory being that the prisoner is rtntitled to the

full belncflt of the fact that thc jury fecl a dotibt as to, bis guilt, andf

if the evidence is nlot sufficient to find Ilim guilty lie is to bc dcclared

innocent. There certainly mnust bc a good dca] more discussion on

the subject than takes place in a jiry re-o;n beforc the change

w~hicli somte people thinkl desirable cain take place.
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Our attention lias been called to somne matters couiccrning the

administration of justice in the 'Yukon Territory, as to which the

condition of things at the present tirne is ini sorte respects unlskatis-

factor%. The c rviing need of more judicial power lias partly been

met bv the appointment of NMr. Craig, late of Renifre\%. lie and

J udge Dugas, w~ho lias for some tirre past been overwlhelmed with

work, are nlow zcalously strugglîng to reduce the arrears that have

necessarilv accum-ulated duritig the past eighteen monthis. It is

said however, that tire rnecessities of the case are not yft met.

The Yukon District, of aIl places in lier Majesty's Dominions,
is one %vhere speedy justice is a matter of absolute niecessîtv. l'he

population is constaiitly changing, litigants anid wittnesses here
to-day and gone to-rnorrow. Parties to suits arc heavy losers, and

09 are often put to great inconverlience and e.xpctnse, by the prcýent
and past impossîbility of having tlieir causes hieard before they


