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CON TESTED ELECTIONS.

[COMMUNICATftID J

The atternpt made some years ago to secure a better tnethod of
dealing with contestýed elections than that a$orded by IParliamentary commit-
tees has been productive of abuses almost as flagrant as those wbich prevailed
under the latter system. Palitical influence was patent in the committees to
prevent anything like a judicial decision being arrived at. The saine sort of
influence 1..w prevents the case from ever coming ta trial, and the greater the
need for enquiry the more likely it is that no enquiry will be held. If A o'-
one side has been guilty of Ruch acts of corruption as wauld inevitably void
biis election, and B on the cither side bas been equally guilty, a simple way ta
avoid damaging exposures, destructive of the reputation of party manag-
ers, and injurîous ta the trade of professional politicians wauld be ta " saw off,"
as the phrase goes, the one against the other, and let both go scot free, and so
by previaus arrangement the petitian is dropped altogether ; or, if it has not
been practicable ta avoid tL.. 2ase being set down for trial, counsel for the peti-
tioner is înstructed ta tell the court that no evidence bas been found to sus-
tain the charge net forth in the petition, and that therefore he desires the case
ta be wvithdrawn. The judges cannat compel the petitioner, who is -enerally
a man of straw, ta proeted against bis will, They have no means ai arriving
at the true facts of the case, unless same electar intervenes ta take up the
abandoned suit, and sa the solemn farce proceeds with the inevitable result af
bringing the whole affair into contempt, from which the court itself cannot
altaR ether escape.

The proceedings in cannection with the recent elections in the. Province of
Ontario disclase a condition of things which should not be allawed ta continue as
they are, unl-,ss the people are content to forfeit aIl dlaii for political integrity.
Out of about ninety contested elections nearly seventy-sevcn pratcsts were
flled, of which about thirty have been set down for trial, it being the general
belief that the "1sawing off" procesa will dispose of the rest. It is evident,

therefore, that either the electorate are hopelessly corrupt, or else that aurmethod of dealing with corrupt practices is worse thar. useless. No one will
believe that in seventy constituencies in Ontario corrupt practices prevailed ta
such -un extent as ta call for the intervention cf the courts, though, as aiready
pointed out, the fact that nearly forty out of the seventy petitions have been
practically dropped is no proof that such practices have nat prevailed ta a
greater extent than is at ail ta aur credit. It would bie interebting ta ascertain
in how many cases the contestants would theniselves have put up the deposit,
and made theinselves hiable for the cos of fighting the petitian, if ne autside
interference haci taken place. Those who franipd the legisiatian which placed
the trial of contested elections in the hands of the judges instead of a partisan
comanittee certainly neyer contemnplated the possîbility of their action being

wi

the means of placing a fresh weapon at the disposai cf party managers, wha
appear, in zeal for their party, ta lase sight of what is due ta the country,
Either the filing of petitions was necessary in consequence of prevailing


