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Tas EA1RL OF Sr6LBo1<E. The action was only brou 'ýt ta recover an
alleged -overpaymenat oni account of the %liscount rnot being allawed for the
government buildings ,. so that, in truth, the onty question is whether it wam
intra vires'to charge the governrnept 100 per cent. in ci rcumstances under
which othér people were only charged ilfty per cent.

Mir. Robinsron: 1 submit it cannot be utra vires ta do that, ur'der the
èircumstances.

THE LARL OF SELEORNE. Where is the authority ta deal uneqnally?
It says .I 'To make hy-lawm for the generai management of the waterworks,
and for the collection of the water rents and rates, and for fixing the tirne and
times of payment, and whin the sarne shail be payable, and for allowing a
discount for prepayment.'l Ail the other terms of that clause imply that ail
people are ta b. treated equally, and without partiality or preference ; do
they flot?

Mir. Robinsron.- 1 have read to your lordships the exact words of the
statute, which sr ', substantially, the Board of Commissioners for the tirne
being shall regulate the distribution and use of water in ail places, and for
ail purposes where the samne may be required, and from time to tirne shali fix
the price for the use thereof.

THE EARL OF' SUBnORNE! Dnes it mnean they may charge A. B. different
termb froin C. D. ?

Mir, Robins'on:' No.
THE 'EAItL OF SELBOXNE : Can they give a prefèrence under those

wordm ta a particular individual, or ta a class of perlins?
Aifr. Robinson:* 1 submit that it is reasonable ta do so, arnd, if it dues flot

result in any real irregularity, they have a right tu do so.
THE EARL 0F SELEORNE: How can it be reasonable if we are ta have

regard ta the question of supply of water, apart fromn everything else?
They might say they were entitled ta charge a particular individual for
smre reamon which they thought 3ufficient at a greater rate than any athers.
How can it mnake a differnce whether it is a public body, or the Crown, or
individuals ?

Mir. Robinson.- None ; except that, flot being a public body, they are
exempt from taxation, and thus have contributed nothing.

THE EARL OF SELBE0afE : want ta see whether thAt is a good &round.
1 want ta see what the other taxation has ta do with this legislation. Is there
any reference in this water legîslatian ta other city taxes

Mr. Robinson., No ;what it has ta do with it is that the ather taxation,
ta which these bodies have contributed nathîng, went, ta a large extent, in fa ~
ta provide theme waterworkÈ.

THE EARL OF SELBORNE : Surely that is a thing which cornes aut of the
general funds which came into their handa for this purpome, tu supply water.
1 understand you ta say that the Crawn is exempt from taxation upon the prin,
ciple that the taxing acts do not affect the Crown ?

Mr. Ro~binson.- The Crown is a very smali unit in the nuinber of people
exempt from taxation. We exempt aIl educatianal institutions, aud a vast
numnber of athers.

LA


