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]PASTORAL LETTER BY THE MODERA-
TOR 0F THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

To the Ministers, Sessions and Members of
the Presbyterian Church in. Canada:

Dear I3retbren:
In the Report of its; Committee on Aug-

mentation presented te the General Assem-
bly at its meeting in Montreal in June last
there is the following, among other recom-
mendations:

"That the Assembly sbould require tbat
ini ail congregations in wbich the contribu-
tions are tak-en througb Missienary Asso-
ciations, schedules, and such like methods,
a Sabbath shall be set apart early in the
year, and this year net later than Septeni-
ber 18th, in wbich information shahl be
fully given te our people, and the desîre of
the Assenibly eipliasized that there shall
be increased and bearty support given te
this Scbeme. That in cengregations wbere
a Sabbetb day collection is relied upon, it
be requîred that similar Information be
given on either the first or second Sabbatb
preoeding that on which the collection is
te be taken. That information such as may
lie tbe basis o! tbe appeals thus te lie miade
lie supplied te ail MNinisters and Sessions
through a Pasitoral letter te lie sent by the
Moderator of Assembly."

-Tt was agreed by the Assembly te ""re-
ceive the Report, express gratitude te the
Great Head of the Church for the centinued
progress and helpfulness o! thie workz, and
endorse the action of the Conimittee in
placing on the Augmented list se large a
number o! Missions that, bave been strenu-
ously pressing f orward. '

"n view o! the increased responsibilîty
thus incurred it is resolved: (1) To adopt
the estimate o! the Committee, and te au-
thorize an expenditure for the year net ex-
ceeding $28,000 for ail purposes. (2) To
adopt the recommendations; embodied in
the Report (page 99), and comniend them
te attention and sympatbetic; actio% on the
part o! Presbyteries, Sessions and Minis-
tors. (3) To authorize the Committee. te,
secure te-mporariiy thec services of one or
more suitable persens, who, acting in ce-
operatien with, and assisted and facilitated
by Presbyteries and Sessions, shahl seek te
advance thie interests o! the Scbeme, es-
pecially by securing better financial, me-

tbods, and more harmoiiious application of
the Committee's regulations in aid-reoeiv-
lng congregations."

Tt is In compliance with these instruc-
tions of the Supreme Court of our Church
that the Moderator issues this letter.

Tt is net necessary to, dwell upon the his-
tory, importance, principles çLnd aims of
the Augmnertation Schenie, which for four
years bas been a distinct organization o!
the Church. Wrougbt at one tinie as part
of the work of the Home Mission Commit-
tee, more lately threugh a sub-committee
known as the sub-Committee on Augmenta-
tion, it was, in 1894, separated from that
Conimittee, and entrusted to the manage-
nient of one under the name of the Aug-
mentation Committee. The late Rev. D. J.
MVacdonnell, o! St. Andrew's Church, To-
ronte, by appointinent acted as its Con-
vener, .and the duties of the position, and
the interests of the Scbeme, bad his diligent
and efficient services tili he was removed te
the eternal worid. Dr. Robert Campbiell, of
Renfrew, bas succeeded te his place, and lie
bas brought te bis work in cennectien with
it experience gained by long service on the
Home Mission Commnittee, and his acknow-
ledged skill and energy.

Proceeding on the principle that the
strong should help in supporting the weakc
-a principle acknowledged and practised in
ail circles o! society from the most intimate
te the most remote, wbich was early
brougbt into eperatien in the history of
tbe Cbristian Church, which has ever since
prevailed, and is likely te lie continued to
the end-its aim is that those persons and
cengregations with wbom God bas been
dealing liberally in bis Providence should
come te the help of those wbo are in the
fellowsbip of the saints witb theni, but
who, tbrough lack- of nieans, are net able
te attain to that great privilege, the statedi
administration o! word and ordinance by a
minister wbom tbey can cail their own.

It has been judged, and it is presunied
that the wisdom o! the Judgment will net
lie called in question, tba.t a salary of at
least $750 per year, with manse, for a mnar-
rled mnan, and $700 fer an unniarried man,
net requirlng a house, ir as littie as should
be reoeived by any one wlîo is
settled in a charge, in vlew o!
the tinie and outlay spent in pre--
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