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*Tbe Meadow Lark occasionally winters in the province
(tbougb, for what reason, it is bard to imagine), and from an
examination of the stomach contents of several specirnens taken in
the winter, it bas been found that, even under stress of weather.
they bad not resorted ta vegetable diet, but bad succeeded in
unearthing various grubs and beeties. The. Meadow Lark is tbus
in everyway a decidedly beneficial bird in the agrîcultural districts
where it makes its summer borne; yet, in spite of this and of the.
beauty of its plumage and of its clear ringing wbistle, it flot only
receives no protection at the. bands of the. (armer whom it befriends,
but, laian y cases, eltiier the birds tbemselves or their eggs or
young are waotonly destroyed. A very slight knowledge of the
habits of the. birds would do a great de.] towards preventing their
destruction.

In connection with tbe recognition of the economnic value of
birds, a littie study wiIl do a gireat deal towards clearing up many
(aise ideas concerning bawks and owls, whicb are usuelly subject
to the. most relentless persecution. A littie study wilI show that
while some iiawks, like thie Gosiiawk and Sharp-siiinned llawk,
and some owls, like the Great Horned Owl and the. Snowy Owl, are
injurious; nevertiieless, tbe great majority of them are, flot only
flot injurious, but even decidedly beneficial. A careful observation
of the. habits of the living bird by competent observers and an
examination of the. contents of tbousands of stomaciis affurd the.
only satisfactory test of its economic value In the case of iiawks
and owls, tiiese methods bave been carefulIy applied and go to
show tiiat most of them are of great ecomomic value.

Tii. value of these birds lies in thme destruction by thuem of
very large numbers o( mice, rats, squirrels, gopiiers, and otiier
destructive vermin. A good illustration of the value ot such an
owl as the. Long-eared Owl, is afforded by an examination of the.
pellets wiiicb collect beneatii the. roosting places. As oearly every

one knows, au owl swallows its prey wiioh, and the. indigestible
portions, sucii as fuir and bones, become matted into pellets and are

disgorged tiirougb the. mouth. ln the. case of a roost occupied by
a Loog-eaoed Owl for some weeks during November and D.cem-
ber, 1902, about one hundred and fifty pellets were found. Tiiese
pellets mes e about the. size of a saWmanou and containe on the
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