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c«ent modern writer,,) may confidently be placed that
aerived frorn books.: no other can stand in compe-
tition with it. Imagine that we had it in our powey
tocali up the shades of the grreatest and wisest mnen
.that ever existed, to converseé with us on the most
ixiteresting topics.-WVhat aprivilegeshouldwethink
it ! how superlor to ail common enjoyments !-But,
in ýa we]I-providedl library, we in fact possess them.
We can question Xenophon and Coesar on their
campaigns,; make Demosthenes and Cicero plead
before us; join in the audiences of Socrates and Pia-
to;~ and receive demonstrations from Euclid and Newv-
ton'. In books, wve have the choicest thoughts of the
ablest men in their best dress. XVe can,.at pkasure,
exclude du] lness,.and open, our dJors to good sense
alone. XVithout books,J. have been scarcely ever
able to pass a dayto my entire saitisfaçtion: with.
0hm no 'day has been so dlark as nit to have itsý
pleasure. Bveu. pain and, sickness. have for a. time.
been. chiarmed, a-way by them..

21Z..LÀ4ETION 0F INJURY ]?ROM LIGIUTNLNG..

SI IL11 DAVY,. in his Lectures.a.teRyll-
ktitiUtion, î.ccommeiided the following ineans of es-
çap)ing the electric fluid duxing a .thund;.erstorm. He
osejyýed, tiat, i, çowntries w.here thunderstorms.
are frequient and violent,, a walkioe- cane. njght be,
fitted wiýth 'a steal or iron rod, to awout at eac h
end, one of which mîght be stuck into the -ground,ý
and the other elevated e4ght or fine feet abqve .the
surfa*ce. The peýrbon-z who'.apprehendt, dahgerr shiould
fix the cane, and lie down a fèw 3 ards from it. By
t.his simple apparatus, the lightning (kescends down
thU wire ir4tço the earth, and seéçures h'Iim frorn iinjury.


