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Comitliikd and rend Iy at Friend at the WViititkr
?Nicu,,oriai Meeting licld at Pickering.

John (;reeilief WVhittier, the Quaker
poet, wvab born in Haverbill, Mass., in
Essex Counity, on the 17th of 12 mio.,
z8oy. His parents were Friends and
"tplain people," farmers living in a
modest andc frugal way on a farm
which had corne down to bis father
-from the first ancestor of bis family,
Whittier, who camie to 1%1.ssachusetts
in 1638. T1he old homle, the poet
wrote some years ago ini a rermiscent
article for the press, ' niestled in the
val.'ey, ' and the dear old landscape of
n% boyhood C ,ys lies outstretched be-
for,- me like a daguerreotype from that
picture within, whiclh 1 have borne with
mie in ail niy wanderings.

\Vhittier's niother ivas Ahigail Hus-
sey, from New Hampshire, a member
of ain Irish faînily wlîicb hadl long, beeni
noied a'niong Vrîends. 'Ihere ZDwere
seveial imr of the Whittier fanîily.
I %%iii mention one, bis youniger sister,
Elizabeth, whio, it is said, ivas the irai-
mate coml)anion of ber brother in bis
literary work, and is said to have been
a, person of rare attractions and accomn-
1)1 sh ments.

Born on a farm, Whittier's first oc-
cupiations wvere those of a fiarmier's boy
driving, the cows to and from pasture,
riding to mili, fetching in wvood for the
undying kitchen ire, and -helping ini
the li-ghter labors ofbhaying and harvest.
He 'vas thus early brouigbt into that in-
timate communion of M.'%other Eý1artb
and with Nature, which cornes flot by
mere observation, and %vhiclî gives such
a peculiar charm of picturesque truth
to so many of bis poems. What lie
thus learned, and the use be made of
it, are visible in many of bis poems,
whicb speaks of tbe maainer of life in
the old farm-bouse in the boybood of
the poet bimself dt scribed in the stories
told arouncl the '1.:artb-fire by bis par-
ents. 1-is scbool days were necessar-
il y fe.w. At ten, it may be said, bis
active liîc commiienced. 0f the old

scbool-bouse lie attended lie bas given
a lively picture iii that exquisite and
touching po0cm, "In, School Days."
The happy and cheerful character of
bis boyhood lufe is declared in m.any
places, but especially in " Barefoot
Boy," wvhere lie sings,

«"Oh, for boyhond time of june,
Crowding yeats ln one brief moon,
When ail things I heard or saw,
Me, their master, waited for.
I was rich in flowers and treeF,
1-inmming-birds and honey-bees;
For my sport the !quirrel played,
Plied the snouted, mole bis spade;
For my taste the blackberry cone
Purpled over hedge atnd stone;
Làugbed the brook for my delîght
Through the day and through the night
Whispering at the garden.waIl,
Talked with me fcrom FaIlto1 FaIt;
Mine the sand-rimmed pickerel pond;
Mine the walnut siopes beyond;
Mine on bendivg orchard trees,
Apples of FJ -:ptrides I
I was mnonaý. a; pomp and joy
Waited on the barefoot boy."

It is said an carly occuipation, begun
wlitni lie wvas i 2 years olcI, va, boe-
niaking. 'l'ie %%ork at the shoe-nîaker's
bencli and the devotion to the muse of
poetry began nearly togetlîer. RouL-ed
by the example ùf Burns, a copy of
whose poemis liad come into bis
piossession wvben lie wvas [4 years old,
lie began to versify. His first publish-
ed poeni wvas entitled, "TI'le Exile's
Departure," wbich was sent to the office
of the Newvnuryport "-Free Press" and irn-
serted in the " Poets' Corner " to the
unspeakable deiigbt of the farmer boy
Soon other verses camne from the sanrie
source, until the editor inquired of thL.
postma'- who it was that was sending
1 tiers fromi E.ast Haverbîll ? The
postmian said it was a farmer s son
named Wbittier, whereupon the editor
decided to ride over or? borseback, a
distance of 15 miles and see bis con-
tribu- or.

TFhe acquaintance then hegan grew
irito intixracy. 0f the -visit Whittier
hirnself sa ,s :-" 1 was called in from
hoeing in the cornfield to see bim.
He encouraged me and urged my
father to send nie to school. I longed


