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posseaeoe, sud many sppear from official
despurches, and from private sccounts, to
have alrendy attained s condition of comiort
and honest independence.

"The size of these islunds, and their posi-
tiont in the southern hemisphere (they heing
the land that is most nearly the wtipodes ot
aur own country}), have often suggested the
iden of a resetnblance between thew and the
British isles. Other considerations hawve
been thought to open up the prospect of 2
closer and more important reseiblance than
witat is fonnded on wnere geagraphical simi-
tarity. Their genial climate. their fortile
seil, their various mines, their capucious and
sheltered harbounrs, their saitableness tor
vessels engnged in the whale-tishery, amd
their position relative te other lands, toge-
ther with the character of the native popu-
Tation, have been regarded as the certain e-
lements of future commercial greatness—ihe
presage of such wealth and waval poweras
will seeure for them an intlnential place a-
mong the nations.  Nor is it the representa-
tion of interested speenlators. but the calen-
lation of cool and sagacions statesmen,
“ that this colony. it'its interests be duly re-
garded, and its welfare fostered, is destined
10 OCCUPY 1 INOSL Important station in the
world," *and likely to be in the Southern
Qcenn what the British Isles are in the Nor-
thern.”  1ts prospective importinee not on-
Iy invests it with peculiar interest in the
eves of the politician, but vrgently invites
us, as & Church of Christ. to wateh over its
present infaney. and now to provide for it
such spiritual nourishment as shall, by God's
blessing, ensure a vigorous and well-condi-
tioned manhood. Ifits rapidly increasing
population are left without ordinanees, or
supplied only with the instruction that caus-
eth to err, what can we expeet but that its
temporal prosperity will be retarded; or,
that, if prosperons as 2 commercial nation,
its population will be irreligions. and its in-
fluence on the spiritual interests of other
lands will be of the mostbateful kind * For
averting cuch a calamity. and {orming a-
right the character of the conntry. we okt
xow, when colonists are flocking to itsshores,
without delay 10 accompavy them in their
course, or cven, if possible. to amicipate
wkeir arrival, with an ample pravision of
puve goapel ordinances. ind somnd Sciptu-
72} instruction.  And if the Pilerim Fathers
Save left the enduring impress of their cha-
ruotar on the nation of which they were the
foanders. and thus originuted or stimulated
the evaagelical snd missionary eaterprises
of the American Churches. may we not hope
that the fruit of our present eHoTs 4o evan-
gelise the colonics that are likely to he the
germs of mighty kingdoms, will. after ma-
ny days, be seen in their own gresmess, and
in the spiritual blessings which they will be
fonnd, m their turn, dispensing to other
lands?

We aro sanxious to atato to what extent
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the spiritual wants of our Preshyterian breth-
ren have heen already provided for in New
Zealand, and, so far as possible, to point out
what remains for us to do.

OTAGO.

In our Number for October, we furnished
an accownt of the origin and present stace of
the Scottish settlers, and of the Free Church
congregation, a1t Oraco.  Thetirst pavty of
sertlers, accompanied by the minister and
schoolmaster, wrrived in April, 1848, Theic
number has now been increased to about
1400.  Dunedin is now g town consisting of
120 houses. and 2 population of 600. We
are not sure that the Churele has yet ade-
quately appreciated the hmportance, or for-
warded the interests, of this settlement—
While its natural advantages recm to pro-
mige g grear andspeedy a tewmporad rewavd
to industry and integrity as any colony pre-
sents. ample provision has been made for
perpetuating i it the religious ordinances
and educational institutions of the Iree
Church of Scotland.  The suin of .£36,150,
or rather £24,100 and 6050 acres of land,
proposed 1o be set apare for these objects,
would go far not only 1o mmintin o staft of
ministers suul teachers. bur also to secure a-
nother valuable part of the original plan—
the equipment of a college for instructing the
vonth. :amd iraining the Yuture ministers of
that country.  But as this provision is to a-
vise out of the sales of the land, it8 being o~
vailable is centingent on these sales being
eifected.  And. moreover, it is contingent
on these sales being efiected within 2 period
of five years, of which not more than two
have now to rai. Only ubout one-sixth part
of the laud has heen disposed of; <o that, if
these invalnable advantages are to he secur.
ed. the remaining five-sixths must be sold
within the next two years. The sales might
be restricted to Free Churchimen; but alrea-
dy about 300 Episcopalians, and 150 of o-
ther denominations, ave numbered among
the population ; and although some of the
former declave aud manifest greater aflinity
with the Free Churchi than with the Trac-
tartans of the Baglish Establishment, yet it
is evident that if this experiment is to havo
the surest prospect of suceess, both in the
internal peace and welfare of the communi-
tv. wud in its inflnence on the whole of that
important. region. it is requisite that the o-
riginal settlers be not merely in nominal
connexion with the Free Church. butof stea-
dy character and religious principle.  The
enterprise seewms worthy of attracting such.

AUCKLAND.

Anather Free Church congregation 13 in
AUCKLAND, the seat of the government of
New Zeakind.  The Rev. Mr. Paunton, the
minister. srerived in February 1849, and im-
mediately found himsel{ surrounded by &
large and liberal cougregation. We are
withont auy recent intelligence from him,
but. we nuderstand that the churcd, the larg-
eat and tinest building in New Zealend, wes




