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and culture, to train the youthful im-
mortals in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, * That our sons may be ag
plants grown up in their youth; that our
daughters may be as corner stones, pol-
ished after the similitude of a palace.”
Many of our schools, abont eight hun-
dred in all, like hibernating animals, go

aroused in In many regions
the roads may be bad, the snow may be
deep, but the day schools are seldom in-
terrupted, Why  should the Sunday
School be Suspend‘d. It has been sug-
rural regions it
advantage if the schools in
and perhaps also in summer,
be beld either lmmediately before

or after morning service,

the younger members
households into the Sunday
, or Bible School, as some prefer
to call it,

Some means shoulq be adopted at least
whereby the Lesson Helps and Sunday
School papers might be  distributed ai
the Sunday rery Thus, if the schools

throughout the wj
there is more time

our statistics is that on the 31st of March
at the very end of the winter. The sum-
mer circulation is, we think, nearly fifty
thousand greater, taken only for a six
months’ term. If our schools could be
kept open all the year round their effi-
ciency and success would be very greatly
increased, and a vast amount of religious
reading could be kept in circulation,

We thank the faithful army of minig-
ters, Sunday School superintendents and
teachers through whose aid the circula-
tion of these bapers has increase

r's by over twe
- We beg to solicit their con-
tinued help in stil] further extending that
circulation, and especially in preventing
the closing of eight hundred of our
schools during the winter,

—

The best light to shed upon a Bible
lesson is Bible light. The teacher should
therefore be familiar with the history,
&eography, poetry, manners, and customs
of the Bible,

Quadrennial Report of the General
Sunday School and Epworth
League Board,
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The past quadrennium has not been a
period of 8rowth, as far as the member-

hers,
is a comparative state-

In 1898 there Wwere 3,387 schools; in
1901, 3,419,

Number of teachers in 1898, 33,018; in
1901, 32,642,

Number of scholars in 1898, 270,239;
in 1901, 266,423,

If the falling off in numbers had oc-
curred in our own church only, we might
have been led to conclude that there wag

ctive in our meth-

agement, or that our work-

ers have been careless and unfaithful,
The fact is, however, that sister de-
nominations in Canada have suffered

more serious decreases than our own.
Other churches have not prospered at

our expense, The same condition of
affairs prevails in Great Britain, and in-
deed all over the worl

Sunday School js known.  From every
direction, there come reports of de-

tions as business affairs, and,
strange to say, a period of great pros-
perity in the commercial life of the coun-
try is very often attended by a corres-
ponding depression in spiritual activities,

Opinions differ so widely in regard to
the cause of decrease in Sunday School
membership that no very definite con-
clusions can be arrived at. The follow-
ing are among explanations given by
ministers to whom a series of questions
were submitted :

1. Decrease in the child population of
the country, 1t jg sald that not for
many years has there been so small a
number of scholars in our day schools,

2. Lack of interest on the part of par-
ents.  Their example of disinterested-
ness affects the boys ang girls,

3. Neglect upon the part of teachers
and pastors,

4. Summer vacation, the bicycle craze,
Increasing tendency to Sabbath desecra-
tion.

One great evil g that the Sunday
School is too generally regarded as an




