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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THREE MONTHS WITH SOLOMON AND THE BOOKS OF WISDOM.
OCTOBER, 18S4.

Nore.—The P verses to be itted to memory are indicated by an index (44F'] at the side.
B.C. 1015.]

i - [October 5.
LESSON I.—SOLOMON SUCCEEDING DAVID.
1 Kings 1. 22-35.
22 And, lo, while she yet and g blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God

v talked with the king, Nathan | save l,(ing Solomon, . S
o i f18am, 10. 1; 16. 3,12; 28 , 2. 4; 5.3; chap.
'h;:}"xg}‘fi:::; ;;{?‘e a:'e king; 10, 10's Sams, 16,10 8 Kings 9. 183 11, id.

saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. ~And when 35 Then ye shall come up after him, that he
he was come in before the king, he bowed | may come and sit upon my throne ; for he _shnll
himself before the king with his face to the | be kmtun my stead: and I have appointed
ound. vana oo T him to be rnler over Israel and over Judah.
24 And Nathan said, My Lord, O king, hast .
thou said, Adonijah Bhnllyreign after me, and GENERAL NTATEMENT.
he shall sit upon my throne? David was worn out with care and trouble,
25 For he is gone down this day, and hath | and in premature old age remained in the
slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abun- | seclusion of his palace. There were two parties
dance, and hath called all the king's sons, and | in the court on Tount Zion struggling for the
the captains of the host, and Abiathar the | throne which was soon to be vacant, and great
riest ; and, behold, they eat and drink before results were at stake between them. The
im, and say, @ God save King Adonijah. worldly, godless element, which would make
a Let King Adonijuh live; 1 Sam, 10, 74; 2 Sam. | Israel {ike the surrounding nations, and quench
the religious light of the world, was headed by
Adonijah, David’s eldest living son, & hand-
some prince, but wanting every iingly quality.
With him were associated most of the nobility,
Abiathar, the senior high-priest, and Joab, the
powerful and unscrupulous general of the army.
These leaders planned a coup d’etat by which
they might seize the power of the realm while
David was still living, shut up in his chamber,

16, 16; 2 Kings 11. 12; 2 Chron. 23. 11,

26 But me, even thy servant, and Zadok the
priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and
thy secvant Solomon, hath he not called.

27 Is this thing done by my lord the king,
and thou hast not showed it unto thy servant,
who should sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him?

24 28 Then king David answered and !ﬂilll,
Call me Bath-sheba. And she came b into the 1ot s .. '

e i ki and awaiting his end. The other party in the
s 7: R:ﬁ?:ﬁ\‘u'k‘l‘::‘;l e g court represented the smaller but |vpurcr element

a7 29 And the k-ing sware, and said, As the in Israel, and its aim was to place h‘nlmn.m:.
@ Lord liveth, that 4 hath redeemed my soul the youngest, but by far the best, of David's
out of all distress, sons, upon the throne. In this movement,

@ Judies 8. 10+ 1 Sam. 25. 34: 2 Sam, 4, 9; 2 8am, | which contained the spiritual hopes of Israel
12, 5.~ Gen. 48.16; Pra. 19, 14; 315, 7; 34,19, 22; and the world, four influential persons were

‘g; '130 b Vl.‘:l‘l:s“ ll‘:'\:.-::c 5::‘1 1o thies by the Lord lcallers 3 Bath-nhehu= the favourite queen, and
30 K f ;S g
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy | ¢logest :_‘)(f)ll%'l?l‘:!ll‘lte of the k:::go; “Nauthan, :::Z
son sh{;ll reign after me, and he shall sit npon | head of the prophetical order, and the repre-
my throne in my stead ; even so will I certainly | gentative of t‘w class who lived nearest to God ;

do this day. Zadok, the one more influential of the two
31 Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to high-priests ; and Benaiah, the chief of the

the earth, and did reverence to the king, and king's body-guard. We may readily believe

taid, cL::lf ;“’Y [l',‘;‘.'l‘l Zk:“g David live forever. | that above all the intrigues around the dying

23 ‘And King David sid, Call me Zadok the | bed of David, the divine providenos whs Sver
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah ruling to bring to pass the best interests of the
the son of Jehoiada. And they came before chosen people, and, through them, of the
the king, whp[e worlf . For, strange as it may seem, the

33 'I'Ee king also said unto them, Take d with religious history of continents unborn was at
you the servants of your lord, and cause Solo- | Poise in the contests of that little land between
mon my son to ride upon ¢ mine own mule. and the Jordan n.nvl.the sea. Our lesson, with tl}e
bring him down e to a{i’hon. . context around it, uu[:plies an important link in

42 Sam, 20. 6.—¢ Which belongeth to me ; Esth, | this historic chain, showing how the schemes of
8.—e 2 Chron. 32. 30, \ Adonijah were thwarted, and Solomon obtained

6.
34 And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the | a peaceful possession of his father’s empire, at
prophet f anoint him there king over Israel : | that period the largest in the world.




