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country. Before a measure became lawv it hiad to pastfirsi throughi
the Commons and t/zen throuigh tue Lords. Hence the Irish Com-
mons in regard to, the Act of Union, stood in the same position
as did the Irish Legisiatture to, the legislature of Great Britain
for, if they refused to admit the Act, the House of Lords would be
powerless ; wvhereas, if they passed the measure, its final success
mighit be more hopefuiiy entertained. What confirms this reason-
ing is the shameful alacrity with which the Irish Lords adopted
the proposai for Union, even the first time it wvas broached. The
Irish Flouse of Commons, therefore, is to ail appearances respons-
ibie for the passage of the Act of Union.

But here three suppositions are possible. The Irish House of
-,rions acted in conformity with the wislies of Irish people ; or

ut, their own private convictions, or again, by the persuasion of
William Pitt.

Neithier of the first two suppositions can be helci. To assert
that the Irish Commons were guided in their action by the pre-
vailing sentiment of the Irish people, is to mnisread history. In the
first place, no one can Iegally authorize himseif to, act for a
second party ; lie must have been appointed -by the party lie
woulé represent. Nowv, the Irish legisiature wvas not appointed
by Ireiand ; it represented only a portion of the Protestant minor-
ity ; it represent notlîing, as to the vast majority oi its members,
except a few noble families and great bcrougrh-proprietors. There-
fore, it had no righlt to speak for the Irish nation.

But, you ask, wvhy then if Ireland did not agree to the Union,
wvhy did she not risc as one man and denounce it ? Look at the
stite of the country. The Habeas Corpus A:ct wvas suspended ;
martial law wvas in force ; 12?6,000 soldiers sw~armed over the
country. M'%eetings called to, discuss the question were dispersed
by the miiitary. Public opinion wvas not wvanted. Menace and
bribes were alike exhausted by tue wviiy Castlereagh to keep the
country from giving vent to its sentiments, in order that it wvould
appear to the wvorld as if Ireland gave lier consent to, the Union
scheme.

Individua16 indeed, were found, and Catholic Bishiops and
priests among the number, who did ni -ich to discourage resistance
to the policy of Pitt, But did they act thus because they wvantcd


