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thrc cases tliat cameo before lîuin in a ,iiinniatry mnanner. The fir'st iWaS a
gent-lemal N01o wishied to 'Ail) goods Ioewer on a a-o-tzand for
private speculation. Mr. Lincohi said to iru, "your petition cuinnot bc
grantC(l; for ouir ships have other wvorkI to (d0 besides carrying goodî to ilic
South for personal agrnice Th"'ie second applicant 'vas an elderlv

lady drssediiidec1 Crg, wo hield a petition i bier liand, aîid iveeping
bitterly, presented it to Mr. Lincoln. H-e rend it catref*tlly, and said to lier
iin great kindness, Ilmy gYood woman, tlîis petition signed by your neiglibours
vouches for your réspectability and your loyalty, and in it you ask nie to re-
lease your rebel soit, nowv in prison. 1 regret it canuiot be donc consistcntly
%vith the public wvelfare. During the first ycar of tItis rebellion, rny hcart wasi
g-rieved w-lien the sad stories were broughit to rie by relatives of prisoners ill
in lhealth, -repentant and dyitg. 1 released inany on account of thiese entrent-
ies, and on promise of future good behlav.-our. WeIl, whiat wvas the restit?
When tlîey reachied their homes tlîey thîrew away thieir paroles, forgot their
honour, and once more toolS up arms a(g ainst us, and were taken prisonexrs
again. If your soU is sickç, lie shiý,l be cared for : if hie is flot fed the whiole-
-some thougli plain fo,.d of' a prisoner, iii abundance, I shial sec to il. Yoit
eau visit your sou at seasonable liours ; but I cannot liberate anv more on
such. pleas as you now present. I amn sorry for you, but yon have miv answer."
Sorrowiv as plainly printed on biis couutenance as sIte turned, away. 'l'le
thtird petitioner wvas a young lady from Kenttucky, with a simiilar request on
behiaif of hier brother. The hresidert looked earnestly at the petition and
thon at lier countenance, aîtd said emipliatically: Il Wrere you not, licre Satin-
day on the same errand?" Slie answvered, 1I w-as." IlDid I not consider
titis matter then ?" Suie said, Il yuu didl." Whiat -%vas my answer to you at
that time ? Did I flot. say 1 wotuld flot liberate hlm, as it w-as the thirdl of-
fence, cither of which should hiave condemniied himi to deathu? Did you tlîink
I -hadl changed my mind, or that you:%vould tornient me until I hiad gu'anted
yoiir ret4uest?" 0, sir," site cricd, as the tears rolhed down lier cheeks,

i£ you ilh only permit hini to go hiomie with me, lie will neyer, neyer fighit
against you again: indeed, sir, lie wvil1 not; I p)romise youî thtat. H1e is dying
where lie is. Let me take huîn away,-let me, take butu awvay and nurse~ hint
until he dies." Duty ?,nd pity hiad a brief struii(,e, but tîte former -%vont.
"Your brother shail be cared for," lie said "but lie cannot be liberated."

Sie drew lierself up to heq' fullliheiglit in an instant, and in the most liaughity
manuer; and after deigning to give tite chief magistrate a fierce look of some
significance, as inucli a-, to say Ilwe meet at Pitillipi," sie wvitlidrew. lic
Nvas thus importuned day after (Iay by ail classes of the republic. lic was .,
-man of acute discrimination and(likeen observation,-one Whîo hiad studicd Iii,
countrymen iveli in ail tte intiltifiitous phases of their er-ratic bero-worshilp.
and to a great extent lîad ltumoured titem, in muany of thecir demands, if these
calls were flot diametrically opposed to a setticd poiicv or course ofaci.
Wheu the people tltouglit luini vaeillating, the oak wvas oîtly bending beforv
the storm, soon to 'elgain iLs former upriglitness and elasticity wl'heu the te.,-
pest wvas overpast. Hec was an emiaucipator at heart, whcn lite read Itis fiu'st
inaugural it doubt, and sorrow fromi the stops of the Capitol; but "lthe botter'
anigel. of Iits nature " tol(l hirn that it -%vas bcst to allowv public opinion to ptre-
cede and coucur in his 1 î'ociîation of frecdomn. The prcss, tunder Iuis con-
trol, paved. tue wéty, aud did lit wehl. I-io struck the irout Nvhen it w-as htot.
and mouhded the plasuic cleineuts of national power w-ith a wiihing hand, iini-
til the long-souglht-for goal w-as reaclted. No syren son- lured him; no t1trcat-:


