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OÇP'ur Contrfbutor6.
SOME SUGGESTIONS ANENI THE

GENERAL A SSEMBL Y.

BY KNOXONIAN.

E'ightee'n CGeneral Assemblies have corne
and gonp since the union of 1875. t
goes uneaid, that they were flot ail alike.
Tbey wouilflot have been alike liad they
been composed of the sarne men, for the
besi. of me(n vary In humour. They were
flot composed of the sanie men, they did
flot meet under the saine conditions, eachi
had a new docket of business, and, natur-
aiiy, each Assembiy vhiie resenibling the
others in its main features, had some char-
acterlstics of its own.

Severai Assembiies transacted busi-
nees witb a fair degree o! despatch, sever-
ai wasted time ln the enriier days of the
meeting, and put thinus through withi
a rush towards the end, and ati eust one
dlstinguished itselt by iaying business
over until next y4ear. The tone and tein-
Ver of the Supreine Court varies almiosi.
ais much as its business capacity. TIhie
temper o! some Assenibiies has been geni-
ai as the sunflighit, ail the way through;
some sbowed a Ilttie temper ln spots,
and one rasped more or iess f rom begin-
ning to end.

What are the factors that, for the
most part, make the toue and temper
o! ai) Assembiy meeting! Largeiy they
are physicai. Heat, Impure air, overwork,
loss o! sleelp. want o! exercîse, un8trung
nerve6, and impaired digestion, will spoil
tbe best meeting ever held ln the Church
beiow.

Bad acoustics, and bad elocution do
inuch tu make deliberatIve bodies irri-
table. It l8 not In hu.mnau nature, even,
,whlen partiaily sanctified, to sit piatient-
ly for long, and look at a nan mumbie
who lias not interesi. enoughl n bis own
speech, nor respect enough for his audi-
ence, to speak so that hieecan be heard.
Why shouId four hundred bearded eccles-
iasties,, sit quietiy whlie some man stands
with bis back to tbem, ani mumibies to
the Moderator. Their fIrst duty is to
put an end to the pantomime.

The kind of businees un(ler discussion
basr, of course, something 10 do with the
temper o! a meeting, but, as a ruie, the
business produces an effeci. exactly the op-
posite o! wbat many people suppose. The
popular theory iii. that great questions
cause great strain, and tbat tinder the
strain the seamy side of humnan nature
Il very hIkely tu beconie visible. As a
"~tter o! faci., oui' Assemnbiy Is distinctly
at Its best on an important question, and
palnfuily at its poorest on trifiing issues.
Coûfuslon is far more iikeiy to arit* about
striking a sitanding conittîce, than about
founding a coliege or a-ppointing a theolo-
qical professor. Adding a bundred doll ars
bu the salary of an underpaid officiai
woul(i perhaps bring out more o! the old
Adai than a lieresy triai wouid bring.
T. seutising the wuy in whichi something

to be done, often takes more time than
the doing o! t. A man wbo spent a
week ln an exclted discussion as to the
mode ln wblclî hie wouid travel from
Toronto to Hamilton, and then went up
by train in.an hour and ten inute,

Tndoubtediy the lme and tempe r o!
an Assembiy are ef!ected, to a consIderabie
degree bY, the spirlt and business ab.ilty

o! its presiding off icer. If a strong, man,
be unconsciously influiences the Court.
The quaiity o! the limpression he nakes
wIv i, o! course, depend on lte quality o!
bbe man.

Thte toue of lte men îvho bring bus!-
ness before lte Court bas aiso a good
deal to do with the toue of the Court.
If a number o! conveners and inovers ami
secouders bring ln tbeir business with a
snari, the chancem are greatiy ln favour o!
a snarl ail round before long.

Time ls up, however, and we mîust
lent-e our mild suggestions about iniprov-
Ing Assernbiv business until next week.

S TILL WORSE.

Mr. Editor : I-n an edItorial ln The I'res-
byterian cif May 31st, mentiýon is; madie of
two facts, in connection with wiitiit1
wouiid gay a .,word. One j» that o! ladi-es
knit't-ig and crDecbeting during de-bates lii
te Scotch General Asslemblies. The otiter
iW that o! Donald Fra-ser, and some othier
students, reading te Edinburgh Witness,
wihe the CIerk waas reading te minutes.

At one ol t-he ueetiega if te ast I'res-
byterkan Council, I saw a delegate reati-
mfng a newepaper while a psaim ivas ime-
ing sung. Wbetber be wia.sgo engaged
durh-ng thte prayer which immedititely fol-
howed, I cauot say. But wW~le lihe nexl
psKalm W"s bêlug sun.g, there lie -%vas again,
sItting ail] devourIng is newspaper. H1e
miglitl just as well bave fbeein se emj)leyed
during prayer, for praise la as muclitau
aet o! worihip a" prayer la. Otiters 100k
notice of hlmi as weli a» 1.

Woodbrid-ge, Ont. T.. FENWIOK.

CAAA DA'S NA TIONA L PA RK, BA NFF
ROCK Y MOUNTAINS.

Everyone kwIto travels over lte Cana-
dian Paciflc Rallway sho-uld stop off ai.
Banff, one day at ien.st If le cannot afford
more tinte, longer If circumst.ances wili
permit. Thte Ganadian National Park is
well wortb a viksit, and no one wito goes
there should corne away dlisappointed.

'IIgh* tor xleuyears ugo an Act Vxu,
passed by te Parilament o! Canada, set-
ting apart a rectangular area, 26 mile:z
by 10, and cout.aining 166,400 acres, as a
park reserve. It wag tbe intention orig-
1-naliy Vo reserve oniy one square m-le, bo
include the hot sulphur springs, whichl
make the place famons. The reserve ivas
made .witb lte Idea, doubtiesf3, that il
would uiU*mately become a beaitb resort.
Mr. Stewart, te present superintendent
o! the Park, 'was sent out. to Muake survey,
but percelvlng titat it was too ilmited,
recommended its Increase te bhis chie!, Hon.
Thos. White, Minlster o! the Interior. Mr.
White saw aI once thte future possibilitles
(if the pla-e, a-nd ordered an extension (if
tbe reserve te its present dimensions. Tite
lamds included were wititdrawn frorn sale.
any sales wbiicit had been nmade were can-
cclfled, a.nd partiee w.io had pre-ernpted
the sprtings were Induced to relinqulsh
Iheir daim for a conideration.

The park contains wiitin Ils boundar-
les, a varlety oJ mountain scenery unsur-
paseed lu the world. As it lies well with-
la te Chain o! tbe Rockies, iV includes a
nuzuber of Important peaks, wiic tower
go hie Âas te, be clad with everlastin.g
sn>ow. The principal mountains wititin

scenery, wlthon-t water 1V would be inco-m-
plete. Tbe Vermrillion Lakes, tbe borne
o! tbe wi-Icl owl; Lake Minnewanka or

Devii's Lake, 12 miles long, by 2 wide;
fi!teen mtiles o!fte Bow River, nine o!
witiclm are navigable by &mali steamer
or canoe; six miles o! the Spray, a tribu -
tary cdfte Bow; lte Gliost and Cascade
rivers, ani Forty Mlle Creek, are %vititin
the park boundaries, besides otiter -rnail
streains and ponds. Ah o! these abound
iîllirout, and il is the desire o! the

isup-erýntendent taI le should be given
coutrol of a number o! small lakes with-
out. the park, f rom vhici t tos-e streaius
flow, ltat he inay ho able 10 preserve thte
!isbing front being dostroyed by poachiers.

Auxoug the points o! inlerest ln the
park, besides those already menlioned, are
lte Corkscrew, a clever piece o! engin-
eeri.ng o-nte road around Tunnel Moun-
tain, the coal mines aI Anthracite, and
lthe oo-Doo.s, great statues o! bard,
eea m -coloured conglomerate, ueamly 100
feet itigit, whlcit stand like spectre watcit-
me-n on ltE bank o!flte Bow. The Spray
Fýalis, wbere lte Bow tumbles about 70
feet over rocks curiousiy lilled on edge,
are( extremeiy picturesque. But te most
curions and interesting fealure, la lte hot
springs. They are elgitt lu number and
forni three groups. Tite two iargest is-
sue from te centre o! Suipitur Mountain,
80- feet above te Bow. lThe principal
onuebas ft I lecharge o! oeeand a bal!
million gallons daily. Over one o!fte
sprlngs is a dIome-sitjpod ro!, nature's
bandiwork, and, approached by an under-
groundl passage, a bat-be lu ils waters
is botit novel and invigorating. Bathing
bouses, wibb obligiag attendants, have
beenprovided, se tat eue may take a dip
elîher ln lte caveru, whicb 18 ligitted by
a emali hohe in te roof, Ibrougit whltl
lte stm-eant escapes, or ha an open pend
close by. lite 1experature o!flte water
ranges front 95 dgs. le 120 dgs. In thte
cave cold water <mirps froni above, se ltai.
a bot rplunge bath and a cohd sbower
bath may Ite enjoyed aI lite same tinte.

A sutaîl pool o!fte bot suiphurous
waters, where iltissues !rom lte mountain
side at o-ne place, swarms withi smalh f lit,
wtose exis3tence lu sncb- a place, mis well
as te species te -wietict ey belong, Is a
puzzle Vo lte inturalists. When removed
to fresit water or witen lthati.nluw-iibtiey
are fouiid cools, tbey die, titought experi-
mrents made lu over!low ponds iurtiter
dovn te hilîside, demonstna-e ltai. they
can be acchhmatized to colder wnt-er, and
tallintit ey attahu a langer size. Their

existence lu sncb surroundings, is one o!
Ihose freaks wviicît Dame Nature soe-
limes pînys 'te the discomforture o!flime
laws wbich site bas aircady- establIshted.

Parliantent has voted about $150,000
la ahi for park purposeis. O! Ibis sunt
mabout $10,000) was spe-nI on surveys, and

oteslo!fte remainder on ronds. Mucit
rentaIna Vto be doue, tougli Mr. Stewvart,
the superi-tendeul, deserves great credit
for w-bat lie bas already accomplisited.
lThe plan-s for lte future compris3e a numu-
ber o! dams. Vo couvert marsites int
lakeis, titereby prontoting lte heallhful-
nes- o! t-be park, lthe est-atbiisliment o!
Aqiuaria and a muéeurn, besides utlb
:mprovemt«ts lu roadmaking and the re-
niçvul o! dead timber and underbrusit. -As
a iteaitit resort itl is sure le attraci. at-
tentlin more and more every year, botit
for the curative effecîs o!flte waters and

Wit thVie Baroness Macdonald, 1Ban!!
'has become a favourite rmort., and site bas
a cottage there wbere te spend,8 a.-por-

tien o! ber limie every year. Otbers Wlli
ini course o! lime, follow ber exanIPiS.
Canadians itav:ý overy reason Vo be pi'Oqd
o! teir National Park, and, as IVt becOwe'
better hnown, te aivautages o!fitavIflg9
t-sucli a itealtit and pleaFiure resori. for lte
peoplep, wili be mtom~ fully appreciated.

Le-t aie add, as being no more t1181
w-liaI hadesorvel, tai.ttose wito traveî
over .the Canadian Pacific RailwaY 10
remîchiBan!! wilh find t In al respects 16
w-cii equ ipped and caref uiiy managed road.

J. JONES BEjLL.

THE PAS TOR 0F COOKES'CHURCH'

ltecurreut issue e! Tîte Golden Rule
contains the foliowving, aiong itb anuX
ceiiemît portrait:

Tht(- subjeett o! thii sketch, Rev. Wiliam
l'a iterson, la pastor o! Cooke's Pre6bt*
tenian Churchi, Toronto. He Is an earnegt

wvorkeim ln the Christian Endeavor cause,
bias spuken twice at our International Con-
vention.,--at M inneapolis and New Y0 rkr

anti is trustff o!flte unlled society
('itistiain Endeavor, represeuting te Cal-
adiami 1resbyterians. He Is a native o!
Ireiand, and ivas boru in-Maghera, Coulfly
Derry, ln 1858. 41avlng cerne te Canadis
lie entered Knox Coilege, and a!ter de-
votiug six years to the study o! arts anid
theoiogy. received bis dipiema in l886*
Duning bis collego course hoe engaged zeal-
ousiY in mission work, and a menti telO
lie %vas grndluated ho ias liceused by lie
Toronto Pnesbytery, and a week laIe"
rcceiveu a unanimnous eaul from Cooke's
<Ahiunci, te becemethemr pastor. Mr. Pat-
terson beganbis wvonk titere witb a Ie
bersbilm o! about,, one hundred. At the
closi, of' bis f irsi. year's ministry lte Old~
churei w-as reîuodeiicd, and n new lect11i'
r(>omti. wih other imprevements, added at
aL cosi. O! nineteen ti.beaud dollars. Ttise
building witicit was capable o! 5eatimIg
oven a titousa>n, seen bocame toe iil 1

for te immense crowds that !locked t10
heur. 4Hundreds were turned away, ammd
it became necessary to ereci. a new cbur<cht
witb a seating capaciîy o! over tivo lthOt
sand f ive bundred. Il ivas opened lui
-lime, 1s1ý92, by Dr. ,Jôhn Hall. Il was
thiere timat that distinguisited body, lte
i>a-n-1rebytenian Council, met hast SePý
teuber. 'Mr. 1attersou lias now for seven
yeuars been pastor o! Cooke's Citurcb, an2d-
durng ltai.lime the Increase lu attendaice
and spiritual resuits have been ahrnost Un

preccdented. Irere bave ben ad,
del b lteimemmbersip ml 1,427 naineff,
and insi year lte revenue frorn ail sotJrc6 S
amOuuîed te et-or sixteen tbousand dOl-
lais. Hi preaching is lnteusely earflOs t

ami spiritual, and scarceiy a sermon 10
preacited wîtbt)ut kuowu resuits. ne

i)reacites le wîn seuls. God givos hilm 111e
desire o! bis Ileart. Se many nuxloxis Il
tjuinerti press arouud hlm on Sabitatit O'
ing!- foi- siitiual direction-tal seidfin'1i1
tie frocý before ten o'clock. "WbatlIs lte
secret o! bis success V"'itas o!ten beem'
aske<l by criticai observers. He does 'lo t

annonce populan subjects. Heoes Out
entertIitby anecdotes and ltehIke. peO«
ile mro nol atlracled by star singerg o!
the opera. Mn. Pattersen is distingii5h-
cd by great origiuality botIn lte COU.1

l)ositieL aud deiivery o! bis sermons. Titeoe
are iulerspersed wtih Illusrations fc<Im

Titousandfs admire Chtrist who UOV« '
ceome Clirletians,.--)rmond.

356. [JuNit 7th, 1893-


