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Mother, watch the fait e et,
Ctimbtng 'ertishe gardien wall,

Boundiag <braugi tise busy stter,
Rausging ceflàt, shsed ansd hal).

Neyer caunt tise moments loqt.
àNever mnd thse tinse it cost
Little feet wîli go astray ,
hGuiude tisci. maiben,wile yoii rsay.

àlouler. watch tise littie bind,
ticiicbens 11 tht vay,

aknbossin mc sand,
Tsiguptise fràgnant bîy.

Ieyer.dte qeulestion ask,
Wly ta me thîs weary tasýk "

These saine littIe hands ma) prove
Mlesengers ai ight and love.

Mother, watch the littIe tangue,
Prattling loquent and wld,

%'Jhat s aaid and visat is suag
By tise happy, loocua cbld.

Catch thse woid white yct unspoken,
Stop thse vov bet is brukea
This saine tangue ma> yet praim
Blessings an the Saviaur's name.

Mother, wach thc litile heart.
lleating s3itand warm for yau

Wholesome essons nov impart,
Kcep, O keep that young leart truc

Exticating every weed,
Soving gaod and preciaus seed;
Ilarvest rich you tIen my -cce
ltipening for territy.

ON PREA CHERS AND) PREACHING.

liV RE%-. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D.

VII.-TitE MNSiR PREPARAT tON-INTEtI.I.ECTUAi..

<Con finued'ý

Thse preparation made at scisoal and college is but tht
begîrsning, tisat must le carried an, along such ines as are
laid dawn by Dr. Shedd, and, nat îurnîng aside ra. these, an
others also. Tht ministers intellectual preparation is ta go
an thraughout lis lie. He wll keep bis knowledgt ai tht
original lang-uages cf tle Scriptures in band, sa, that le can
get tle farce ai a word or tht value ai a sentence when le
waaîa it. Ht vili keep a gaod, clear gip ai tht faith once
delivered ta tht saints, se, that le vîi not allow tise unknown or
the sceptic o., tht rationalist ta disturb what le bas known for
years. Htevl bave a pilosoply ai saunal commcn stase
anal sweet reasanablensss that wilI endure when the idle
plantasma ai unliblical ayslems bave passeal away andl been
iorgaticn. Ht yl bave a braad oulaok an thteiistory ai
tle vorlal tlat reveaîs tht providence ai Goal ; on the su.ience
af ta day tisat discavers tise visalorn anal omnipotence ai
Goal ; an the iterature and art tisat have accumulateal in tise
past, tlat unveil tht vorkings ai tise human mnd and tise
longînga oi tise beart, îbereby markag out tle path along
which thse slip ai bumanity bas sailed aven the vide sta ai
liue. Tîsese are the broad features of île minisîer's inteilec-
tuaI preparation, ta vwhicI, la same extent, ail wyul attend.
Beycnd these there la roc.n for a marked individuality, sudh
as we discaver in tle works ai aur greal preachers. They
are nat aI al lîke ta tach aller ;a ssy respect save ont, and
.bat ia îbey Preach tIse same Saviaur and gloriiy thse same
Lard.

Read tht Refbrmers, anal îbey are full ai homely story anal
sîraag statement of Gospel trîth , read the Puritans and
îley are bespangleal vith hetlen maxima and tellîng sen
tences , read Arnat ana lle is strong anal incisive witl tle
force ai plysical illustratian ; reai tle early Methodists,
and tley are tender witb tle pathos ai human experience ,
rtad Guthrie, and le is itb as an ancient tapestry wth the
pitures ai voyage anal travel ; rtad Hamilton, and le is
brîgisî anal beautiful îtth t highîs ai science literalure anal
lie ;rcad Spurgeon, anal le is patcheal vith parable, pro-
verb, anecdote andl story ; read l3aldwin Brown aad le is
mellaw vitis tle mingling lghts aillhe midle ages aad
massive, thougl a braadly luman and national view cf truth.

Whalcver tle mnister studts will strike tîrough tle
wel of lia varda like the Ibreada af gold or silver, and tell tle
cisaracler ai bis reading. John Mason, in lis tretîse on
* Self- Knovledge," aays lruly :IlYour disposition vilil e
suitable tota tai h you mast frequently thînk on ; for the
sount, as il vert, ingtd vîth tle clour and camplexion ai
its awn thoughîs." This is a sounal pincipît, and lv is ap-
plication we can tell the books wzîh which speakers or wii-
ters hld converse.

Thse miaisler wlase mind la stared vils knoltdge-fromn
whatever sources drawn-willble gneatly aideal la tht dis-
charge cf lis duties. Philip Henry useal ta say: . I read
other books tIal I may le tise better able îo understaad the
Scriplures." Every ane that bas read much can appreiate
the trul ai ibis observ;,,ion. Tise Bible is te aIl boaks visat
Christ is ta aIll men. It is the book, the ccraer-sîane ai al
literatures, as Christ la the Man, tise Crowa anal Glary af
tle race. It is a gem allten tbousanal lacets, tlat flashes its
ligbi upon al thaugîts oi thé minal, andal al things of tle
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lire ni mars and1 tise wnrlrl. Hencteris mrvelleiîa r8ashility ni
illustration fram ail literatjure, science, art and life.

This intellectual preparation la for the accomplishmeat ai
the higlest abject possible, the elurîdatian ai the trutb ai
God and the salvation ai the seul ai matn. David Living-
stone earned Gaelic that he migbt be able tarmail the Bible
ta bis mather, wba kaus: that lasiguage bust. That ta just
what alilaur Iottign missionaries are doing every day tbey
live.

t i a wse observation ai tbe famous John Livingtne.
"A man should especiaily read the wrtings and labour ta fol-

Iow the gifla ai those wbam God bath in the most oeminent
manner blest vitis the converting atue canfirming ai their
hearers, ratiser than those who secm ta have rare gRts for
learning and delectation witbout success." A study af the
lives ai thase vho have been mast successful tn w.nning
sauls la ai great consequence ta the 'ninister in bis wark,
such as Netberton, W. C. Burns, David Sandeman, Harian
Page, the Tennants, Finney, D. L Maudy, Haslam, Spur-
geon, Brownlaw North, Paysan, Murray McCbeyne, C.esar
Malan, Richard Itiul and Peter Cartwright. And also the
circumstances alîending the preacising ai John Livingstone
at the Kirk ai Shaits in i63%h Jonathan Edwards at North.
amptan in thse United States in 174 and Wbitfield at i-ings.
waad and Cambuslang in 174 1. The lives af those wIa have
lad ta do with relig*ous awaizenings are ful ai suggestions
that are of value and of intellectual quickenîag, whlcis is ai
greater accountr than any Measure ai material tbey may fur.
niaI.

Tht boaks the minister rmadlsmau!d bis thaughs and
give tanetet his lité, flling hlm with evangelicàil ervaur or
subduing bis spirit ta a caraI niaderatism that cares little for
spiritual canquests or advances.

Oi late many have taid tise warld Ilwhat books have la-
fluenced them," and the narration is exceedingly interesting.
Had we space we nught galber from thet ives af gadly and
useful ministers wlat bocks they fed upan, as the bees upon
the floweni- Did we do thut ve sbould find aur aId Scotch
thenlagy ont ai the principal fertilizers cf the greatest minds
ai tle past. Beng fontal sources, furnishing s'.cb men as
flaxter and Owen and Cecil and Spurgean. But looking inan-
ter direction Paysan says IlTht bocks vhich I have

icund moat useful ta me are Edwards' wrks-' Brainard's
Lufe,' Newtan's ' Letters,' 'Owen's Trealise on Indwelling Sin,'
1Mortification oa in in Believers,' the Ont Hundred and

Thirtietb Psalm, and Thomas à Kempis ' 'Imitation ai Christ,'
transiated by Payne, and1 Baxter's Reiarmed Pastor ' and
1Saints' Rest.'"IlTise book that revealed ta Dr. Thsomas
Chalmers thse deliciencies ai bis thelagical system and the
great vant la bis ava beart-Il Wiàip-stforce's Practical View
ci Christianity "-would in rnany quartera do grand service
vet. fit s just such a book as needs ta lie on a minister's
table side by ide wth an unabridged capy afIl"Baxter's Rt-
farxatd Pastor." bath stimuiating books, beyond many, and
everyway fitted ta awaken and keep awake thse soul ta tht
high demaads made upon it in holding fast tise laitI ai tise
Gospel, and aise la labouring diligently te save men.

Whea Janathan Edwards was cisosen by tht trustees ai
Nassau Hall, New jersey, President cf thse Callege, le
wrcte ta themn a letter lanvisich le presented tht objections
that arase in is mind te tht accepling ai the offct-in which
we find tbis accaunt ai bis mode of catxyng an bis studies .
IlMy methad of study, [rom my first beginaing the wark af
tht ministry, bas been very mnucb by writing; applying my-
self ta tbis way ta improve ever important hint ; pursuing
tht dlue ta my utmast visen anylbing ina reading, medîtation
or conversation las been suggested te my mind that seemed
te promise ligît on any weîgbty paint, thus peuning what ap-
peared ta me my lest thaugîts an innumerable subjects for
my avn benefit. Tise longer 1 prosecuted my studies in thîs
method tise mare habitua! it became and tht mare pleasant
and profitable 1 ieund it. The lurthIer 1 traveiled sn this way
thse more and wîder tle field apeaed which bas occasioned
my layîng out many things in my miad te do in thîs manrier
if Goal sparts my lie whicb nsy heart bath buit mucis upon;
particularly many thîngs against most ai the prevailing ca-rs
ai the present day whicb 1 cannot wth axsy patience set
maintaireal (te the utter subverttng ai tIe Gospel ai Christ)
wîtb sa hîgis a banal and se ong-contînued a triumph, witb
se little centrol, wben it .ppta'-s se evident te me that tItre is
truly au faunidatan fcr any ai thia glorying ansd insult.-

Study must bc carrtd an centinuously, through unfavour-
able as weil as favaurable tintes. Ont cf tle great advan-
tagts arissng rani a callege course is a studiaus habit. This
must bc preserveal and impreveal. Thse strength ar tle weak-
nesa of the minister as an intellectual fcrce lies tlere, anal he
must bc careful af bis sîreagl ia these days cf geaci-al en-
lîglcenment. Ht cannaI affard te lag beind thse crawd tisat
reads. Ht la a leader, andl should go in the van ratIer tban
corne up in the rear.

Hence be must taire tme for study. An active mind ilaa
small charge bas a most enviable position for carryiag an
intellectual' pursuits 1 Did nct Samiuel Rutherford lay tle
louadations of bis erudiîion ia Anwotl, vîcre le rase at
tIret o'clock la tht marniag ;q wark bard at tht queztions
that wert agitating bis times. Se îî las been andl is with
maay allers.

TIhsigts by great mess reacheal andl kept
Werc nat attassed by auddeu fligît,

But tuey, vhile tîcir companians slept,
- Wcre taiing upwiard ia tise niglii.

FîtattAmv a5tis, :g:

sabbatb %cooi Ueacber.
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tjaLDtItt Taxr.-Who (orgiveth ail thine Ituqute ; who
lsea.elt HthY dieaes- iaf l. 3.

INTROD)UCTRY
Wben people ar nattons cnil ygeat privileges dicte is stinetimes

A tendency tu indulge in the sp trt exemplifled in the parabl t whec
thl Phaisec stands by hlmseli and says ' l1 thank Thce itit 1 arn
flot as other. " To guard us agiait this tcndency there aie matsy
exhortations and examples tu show that this la an unworthy spirit.
The Jewish nation vas seciaIly ptiviieged, but there are instances
of the extension af divine mercy tuoathers beyand the jewish
pale. To.dav'a lesson furnishes a notable exaniple.

I. The Leprous Syrian General.-This man accu pied a hiRh
position in the kinRdum of Sytii. He vau the commander. in-chief
oi the arny. lie had a watni place in the kinga favour. Ilanours
were conlerred upon hlm. [le had been a auccessiul general, and
possibly an accoruplished administrato- ut atlairs. 1t la here said
tbat "lby hlm the Lord had given defliverance ta Syia." Ail gond
gifla ame God'a bestowîaient. In our own time tbere have been a
number of impnrtant discaveries af monuments that have thrown
great light on Scripture histary, contirming the truthfulness andi
accsracy of the sacied narrative. If la supposedl that monuments
nt w in the Bitish Mluscum refer t0 the deliveiance here rerired ta
wl en the Syrlant, who had been for a time tributaty ta thc Asy
tiâas, struck for their independence and were successau. Naan,
the Syrian gencral, wau a biave and caurageous saldier, as well as
a skillul leader af armies. But with ail bis endownients and with
ail hi, grcatnctsslie vas suiiering (mrm a terrible and incurable dis-
case-lie vas a leper. Leprosy su common in the East la a loath.
sanne and fatal discase. Its appraach la graduai. No pain fis(el.
at first. Tt attacks the skin ; ini saine cases thse skia becames dry
and bard, assuming a scaly whiteness. It teadily cata its way in.
ward, and iome ai thse fuatures ai thse cauntenance and parts ai the
body rat away. It bolds an iha resistîcis course until thse vital or.
gans are aff.cted, and then death cames as a welcome relief ta the
hopeless and helpleas suffirer. In Scipture tbis feilI diease is ire-
quently empfayed s a type af sin. Thse resmbianc e icîeen sirn
and leprasy are numeraus and strikiag. Tt is foui, insidious in itsapproasch, destructive and deadly.

Il. The Captive Hebrew Maid.-The kingdasn af Israel and
Syria bordercd witb each ather. Thec Syuas being a warlike people
were ln the habit of miking ptundering raids acrass the border, In
aise af tîese ibis yaung gijrl had been tiiken captive. She may have
iound ber way ino Naaman's bouse cither by bcbng picaented ta
hiem by bier ca? ters or by purchase irm tie.. She wus maid ta thse
Syrian gciierals wie. Tbough atone amang idolaters tbis YOUCIRgirl
rematined faithful ta, God, just as josteh did in Egypt and Danicfi n
Babylon. There se was a watness for God and embraced the
appartunity prescnted bher ai testiiying lor lilm. She bail heard of
Etisha's miraculous power. and vas confident that be .rould hy
that meanh be ita t effeet a cure. She r apiesses thse vis thi
Nasmîn vere with the prophet in Samarsa. lie was tald what tism
l!ebrew captive bad! said. Then tise kinig vas told, and permission
was given bis geacral ta visit the prophet ln Samaria. Tt vas a
lon g jnurney. but was willingly undertaken fn the hope that the
deadly disesse migît le stayed.

III. The Syriana Leproigy Cured.-Tbe Syrran king readily
entera mb tise designof ai siting the HeIxew praphet. He givra
bim a letter ai introduction ta the King afilsrael, probably jeho.
ramai the son oi Ahab. Tise Syrian manarcis posibly thaught tit
was thecaesct way ta reach the praphet. jehorara vould, lie
ttiaugît, be able ta command the praphet ta comply with t te-
qucat. Naa.an, beinR a ricb man, took costly glUts with him.. t
was customary then and la atiîl wisen Eastern people desire a faveur
.hey mnake pesents ta those ta whom requests are preierrcd. la
addition ta th rch garments, the ten changes ai raiment, Nasman
taok wth hicm ten talents ai silver and six thousand pleces ai gold,
as neatras caonov bcesttmaLted abut $5a.ooo- It was alarge sun,
but he was willing ta give it ifl e anly could be '&red. Ia due time
he reached the Israelitiah capital, and presented bis letter ta jeiso-
ram. -On hi. it lad a different effect ira. that intenderi. Thete
was notbing about the praphet irn the letter, and so the King ai Is-
rael bastily cancindes that it la anly a trick ta pick a quarrel with
hiem and ai excuse for beginnine a war. He refit his cIcthés in
taken oi the dismay ise felt on rectiving tbis impossible request
The deadly nature cf leprosy as accu in the exclamation ai ichorsam,
*1Am 1 a God, ta kill and matke alive il Eltsha scon cornes ta knaw
what bus taken place, and sends tise king a message telling hlm tu
send bis Syrian visitar ta him,,Iland le shahl know that tmerle is a
prophet in Isu&el." Niaman with ail the splendeur ai bis rank
drave ta the humble abode ai the praphet. Accustomed as ise vas
ta the absequiaus attendance ai thase le condescended tu houeour
with is vists, he no daubt expected the propiset ta comz aut ta
hlm and show hlm deicrence and buonoer. Tise prophet.viwho bava
reverently beore God, au nflt cringe before bis iellovrnan. Tttrias
bis pupise ta aeccre the spiritual as veil as the bodlly healing oý th:e

Sua.Therefore he prepares his mind for the perception af the
d.7iin powtr by which tise cure vas ta be effected. Elisha sent ont
bis servant wth the message tisat by the simple proceas af washing
seven times in tise Jordan the cruel disease would bc rcmoved. At
tisa thse great man ta affeaded. Tt di& flot scec.ta be treatung im
with due respect. lie cxpected the personal attention ai the praphet.
and tisat by a magic proceas he would cure hi. ai bis milady. The
lainans rivera ai Damascus, Abania and lhiarpar were robler streains
tisatise Jordan. Why flot vas in latIc. i tlat was aIll - Sa hae
turned and vent away in a rage.'* His servants, more sensible
ib l sggesîcd ta iim that, simple as tise cure appcared, be
migît try it aiter ail. If it bad! bren a great and difficult thing bie
would vîllingty bave obevcd the propbet's varda, Il 0v much tiez
theu whe-i He saith ta thet:. Wash and bce dean." He îeflected snd
resolyrd ta try. He did as thc praphet bad told hlm, and thetre-
suit was cxactly as tle prophet balsid. Obedience ta God'a Way
bings healing. Thc cure la complete. Instead ai the repuitie
appearance ai the leprous skin, tht healthful glow accu in the littIe
clilld testifies ta the compîcteness ai thé cure. IlHe was dlean." le
had ahîained badily and spiritual healing.

PRACTICAL SUIGGESTIONS.

Sin, like lepras, is incurable by human means.
Gad can make the humbleat child Huas messengez af salvation.

The Captive Hebrew m4.d's speech reacbed the carsoa the greatest in
the 1a1%1.

Human pride stumbles at thc slmplicity ai God's plan ai calta-
tion.

God's anethod oi salvation rvaed lu thse Scriptnrcs l the only
cne that can rcdeem mcn ira. the coudemnation and paver ofisis.
The blood of Christ aatn e lense rom sin.

God's becalissg waters ilay freely. Il Wboso.er vili, ]et hlm camn
and take ai tIc waters ci file."


