
Deit at oth, iso.]

ta apologuue ror the Bible but tu explain an-d eniorce its
teaching." Students are told ibat titben they enter the pulpit
they should bear in mind that they are ta be exegetes and
theologians, but flot apologists. They are also warned that
their statemient ai errai- may be mnch clearer and stranger
than their refutation of it ; and, thèaefore, that it is better for
themseives and their hearers ta confine themselvcs ta the
exposition ai the writteai word.

Now, white it may be admitted that tht preacher's legiti -
mate work is tht exposition ai sacred trntb, yet, when lie
knows that the faith ai some of bis people is being nnsettled,
hie proves recreant ta bis high trust il he do nat do same-
thing to strengthen and stablisbh . Is it net passible for the
minuster of to-day ta present vigoreus arguments in support
of Christianity without unduly advertasing errai-, and may lie
flot malte bis i-asons for bis belief sa cogent that nane can
feed that it xould b. better to have et the matter untouched ?
It wili b. conceded that many errai-s are abroa, and that the
young people are almast daily imbibing pernicians aideas front
articles in secular periadicils. kt wiil hikewise be admitted
that white pologeic literature is abundant and accessible, it
is not largely read by tht masses, but zlaat they are laoking ta
tht ministry ta furnish them with niaterial which will tend ta
settle their ov~i minds, and enable them ta cape successiuliy
wtb those wbo are Illoaded witb the saphistries ai scepti-
cism." It is certinly flot desirable that preachers should aiten
undertake toact tht part ai polagists, but there are tines
wheai, and there are cammunities whcre, it is specially incum-
bent upon them ta state thtei-asons for the hope that is in
tbem. Ia pastor bas charge ofia Bible class he bas a splen-
did appartnnity af fortiiying the minds ai bis yaung people
against tht assanîts ai scepticismn-indeed, lie wili find it a
pleasant and profitable exercise ta canduct the class throtigb
a short canrse on tht evidences. If be is nat a teacher he
wiii find il an dvantagt, bath ta bimseli and ta bis people, ta
vry tht style ai bis preaching occasianally and give a saund
and well-digested lecture on somne ai the evidences ai Chris-
tianity. Snch a lecture will require deep study and careful
research, but if there'y lhe ;- enabled ta bandit bis sublect
skiliuliy and judicionsly, bie wiii feel amply repaid for al bis
trouble, and, donbtless, his people wiii be truly grateini for
sncb a discourse.

ELDERS IN CHURCH COURTS.

Mit. EDITOR,-MaY not the fact recently commented upan
by you, viz., that aur mast influential eIders, men who are
faund in the first places in commerce, in municipal affars,
in affairs ai State, if iound an aur Cburch courts at aIl,
are certain ta be Il found sitting silently on a back seat,"
whiteeIl inexperienced yauth or superannuattd age " transacts
the business, accaunt, ta same extent, for the nnsatisfactory
condition ai the funds.

It is quite probable that tht apathy ai aur membcrshîp
towards the scbemes arises, flot so much firn want ai infor-
mation concerning them, asifram lack ai confidence in their
management. It must be remembered that aur system lacks
some of the fundamental elements ai popular governmcnt,
wbereby the interest and canfidence of tht people is best
secnred. Tht popular will, which eievated these men ta
their praminent public positions on accaunt of their special
qualifications therefor, is ignared in the Church and cther
standards oi qualifications are applied.

ThetIlrepresentative"» (i) mmv or may flot represent the
views of bis cangregation, according te bis awn sweet will.
Whtn in the Churcb courts be is by the laws ef the Church
relegmîed te a Ilback seat," ne matter what bis influence or
fitness for praminence nlay be. The Chnrch deliberately
acceunts tht weakest and least expcrienced minister as bet-
ter fited ta preside over meetings ai its courts than tht ablest
eIder in its communion, than tht Premier ci tht Province, for
instance.

Nine bunadred and eighty-one members associted in one
congregation, as in tht case of Knox Church, Toi-enta, are
only entitltd ta îwo representatives in ?resbytery, their pastor
and one eider, white tht sarne number ai members distrabuted
over twelve smaller congregations in tht saine Presbytery
are entitled ta îwenty representatives, anid tbangh the former
contribute more than fourteen times as mnch towards the
scbemts cf tht Cbnrch, the latter bave ten times as mnch tq
say about their management.

1 ask, sir, if it is reasonable te expect the highest capabilitits
af tht Chnrch ta b. developed linder such conditions, and if it
is net probable that some afithe evis se freqnently cemplained
af in your columns rnay be attributable te their existence ?

Are we flot in danger ai falling bebind thet tues in tht
matter of Church geverument ?

Dtrnocracy bas made marvellous progress in alniost every
other sphere af collective buman activity ta tht great eleva-
tien af tht people and advanccrnent ai their comnion inter-
est. Their interest ini publac affairs bas been tbcreby in-
creased, their energaes developed, and tht grandest achieve-
ments ai civilization are being wronght tander its oegis. And
1 ventui-e ta suggest that a similar increase ai intereit and
developanent of resource wold in ail probabila'y follow a
greater infusien aifdemacratic principles ino the gevernanen-
tal plity of aur C!aurcb.

Signa are net wanting ai a latent discontent and uni-est
which are circummcribing its energies, neutralizing its influence,
and weakening the aliegiance of its members.

'i %-14 CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

1 Pastars are discarded in their advancing years, and
talaowed ta suifer for want ai charges, while charges are suf
jfering for want of pastors.

L Congregatians saddled with ineficient pastorates complain
ai tht tyranny whicb thwarts their desire for relief, and wben
vacant hesitate ta renew a bond so difl'clt ta break.

Tht schemes are frustrated and dwarfed for want ai funals
and charges cf apatby andl iliberality ireely made igainst a
people remaricable for their wealtb and enterprise.

Tht eiders are as canspicuousiy absent (rom the courts
ai the Churcb as thcy are conspicnously present wherever
tise legislative, administrative or judicial ability is at a pi-e
maum.

New, perfection may neot be passible, but progress as, and
if ever the Cbnrch is ta attain te the highest sphere ai use-
fulness it must risc ta the occasion, andl in the liberal spirit
ai its principles grapple with tht problean ai eradicatîng dis-
cord, and enlisting aIl tht grace, wisdoan and wealth at ber
command in the service ai tht Lord, as only in a uniteal,
cantenteal andl happy Cburch is substantial progress possible.

R.

THANKSGIVING DA Y-A CHA NGE 0F D/1 TE
SUGGESTED.

Mat.. EtrnTOR,-Wouid it not be weli for aur Goverament
ta make tht date ai aur Thanksgavîng synchronize witb that
observeal in the Unitedl Sates? There are several reasons
wby tht change shaulal b. made by ourseives rather than by
aur neighbours ta the sauth. Wath them the day bas been
observeal with mare or less reguîarity ever sinct tht Pilgrim
Fathers sttled in New Englanal, and, therefare, il is marc
histaric with tbem than it is with us. Then, again, as the
day set apart by the Ameracan Government fails later in the
season than the ont appointed by aur own, it is, on that
accoant, more opportune. As tht day with us usualiy faits an
tht first Thursday ai Navember, it finds the farmers in
tht naidst ai their roat harvest, andl if tht weather is fair, as
it generaliy is, it is net an easy matter ta persuade the aver-
age man that bis time that day shonlal be spent in giving
tbanks for the mercies oi the past year rather than in galber-
ing in bis craps. If tht appointeal day feil a little later in the
season tht attendance at tht thanksgiving service wonld
daubtless be much larger than it is, for, ater tht midldle ai
November, fim wark is practicaiiy snspended, and in rural
districts tht people would bave no excuse for absenting tbem-
selves firn tht hanse ai God.

That a change of date is desirable, ne anc-at least no ont
who lives in a rural distrirt-wiil deny ; andl if aur Govern-
ment make a change, ne more suitable lime conld be
s.-lecteal than tht day wbich is ebserveal by aur neighbeurs ta
the sonth.

Tht reasans are obvions. Frornjbames aleng aur frantier
many young men andl womcn bave gant ta taike positions an
tht American side ai tht line ; and there are many firn that
]and wha are occupying positions in Canada. New, if bath
tht Dominion and tht Repnblic celebrated tht sanie day, it
would be possible for- those yonng peoplt ta spenal Tbanks-
gaving Day with frienals and relatives, and if this conld be
dont it would serve ta intensiiy tht gratitude af bath visitai-s
andl visiteal.

Then, again, if tbe sarne day were ebserveal by bath pea
pIcs, tht pi-obabiity is that it wonld b. better respecteal, and
cspecially by those living in frontier tawns andl cities. A-
matters now stand, people wbo can do fia business at home
are tempted ta go across the line where everytbing is in full
blast.

Net anly so, but when a merchant knaws tbat bas cnstamn-
ers canib. served immedaately across the lane, there as a
strong temptatian ta bum ta open bas store and cater ta tht
wants ai buyers. If, bowever, tht dates were synchi-anons,
tht temptatian wonld be withdrawn, and bath American and
Canadimn buyer and seller would b. mort likely ta takte ad-
vantage ai tht appartunity ta give tbanks ta Almighty God for
the blcssings with wbich tht year bas been crowned.

it gats witbout saing that we always have abundant rea-
son ta be truly grateful ; and it will likewise b. admitted
that when a day bas been «ippointed for tht purpase ai giv-
ing expression ta oui- gratitude il shanld be well observeal,
andl, therefore, if anything can be dont ta induce men ta
respect it, or ta remove the temptations tca ts non-observ-
ance, by ail means let tht necessary steps b. taken.

W. S. McT.

A T CONVENTIONS.

MIt. EI)ITOR,-It bas been my piivilege ta attend several
conventions, held for different purposes. The question h~as
foi-ced itself ou niy md : I"How can conventions b. made
mare inttresting and successinl." With your permission 1
wonld offer one or two suggestions: 1. Commit suicide. Net
bodily suicide, but egotistical suicide. KilI self. The would-
b. leaders, tht gttters-up of conventions may tmkte this sug-
gestion in tht most ptrsonal senme.1 mean tht taîkers : and
those who trip on tip-tee down ont isle and up atither; wha
stand with paper in banal and gaze round with an air of im-
portance that says Ilarn the man." Some people are
panderously egotistical, supei-bly self-important, niagnifictntly
devottd ta self. Sa much so that selflsm 15 beyond ail ather
graces the meat prominent. 1 stands ont in gi-t big black
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letters. Every person cise is so smailian comparison that the
whole convention could bc easily stamped on a five-cent piece.
My voice is sweetest music. My brains produce best thoughts.
Thear adea seems ta be the Lord put ail brains of the meeting
into nne or two heads and that they are the possessors of those
heads. "I 1am Sir Oracle!" I To such, and they knaw them-
selves, or should at least, i say. kili self. Gave other people
a chance. Don'a an dc conventions safety valves. If yan feel
uneasy under the at-cunulaisng gas, prmck yourself wth a pin,
let the gas off. lt is only Ras and nothing more. Or go to the
woods and talk it off ta the trees, but bc care.ful tht force of
the outburst does flot uproat the farest. Hurracane 1 àsts of
I are dangerous ta conventions, disturb their pleasure, mar
usefulness, and defeat their abject. Don't bc mere talking
machines.

2, Dont lose your indavidtaalaty. Society moves in circles
or "lsets"Il; so do cuonventions very largeiy. To be part af the
circle, ta be one of a set, ta have Vaur naine on a coin-
mittee, don't sacr ifice yaur personality. Don't say Ves or no
simply because some other persan does. Don't vote for or
against a motion at the beck andl nod'of certain parties. "Cmli
in the members" may do in Houses af Parliarnent where Sa
much is sacrificeal ta partyism, but it wîill ot do in conven-
tions whose aims are ta lift up the fallen. Do flot lay your
individuality a sacrifice an the aitar ai anather's selfishness
and benefit mankinal. A persan wha aliows bis individuality
ta be iost, bis personality ta be absorbed, becomnes a mere
machine, maved as he is moved, and is scarcely fit te bc a
representative at any convention. Neyer say bew-riai for
burial, simply because somne eccentrac persan does.

3. Be natural. If you are only a star, neyer try ta make out
you are the suni. If yon are only a iarthing taper, don't make
believe you are an electric light. Shine with your awn light. Be
your self. Be natural. You wil neyer succeed by trying to be
same othepersan. The advice ai a godaId man,now in
heaven, has force and application ta many speakers in public
gatberings ta-day. To ane who was fond ai imitating the
late celebrateal Punshon, in manner and voice, this good aid
man saîd:. IlSir, you wi! neyer bc a Punshan. Vou can
neyer make a punshon out ai a five gallon keg."

4. Neyer try ta do a great thing. :Those who do try seldam
succced. Conventions, lake Hanses ai Parliament, may need
leaders, but ail cannot bc leaders. Leaders wiil natutmlly
corne ta the front. Water wiii risc ta its level. Brains and
tact wili take a foremost place, naturaily, easily, simply. Truc
greatness is a develapmeait, a growth. It is not spasmodic
outbreak, nnr an unnatural excresccnce. Truc greatness
always maintains its place. As it steps npward and oaward,
every step is on solid ground. Its place is lways secure.
Great men neyer try ta do great things. Tbey always moïe
simpiy an lune ai duty. They are always natural, do the first
duty that lies in their way, and fil ta the best ai their ability
the positions ass;gned ta them.,Littleness. Little men (meataliy)may plan and plan tobuiid
pyramids af their own greatness. They mmy hop about con-
ventions, talk tili they weary people, stand and gaze with ail
the affectation and presuimptian ai their little souls, tbey neyer
will be great. The fir6t principle af truc greatness is flot
theirs, and yan know there is a close cannectian between the
germ and the fruit. I have rnany times naticed in conven-
tions, and other places as wcll, that the smaller the man, men-
tally, the greater his efforts ta do somne big thing. He is anly
building a pyramid with sot stanes laid in mnortar ai selsh-
ness and with a trowel ai brass. Same people so love ta be
great, but, like the frog that wanted ta be an o, îhey can't.

5. Regard tenderly the feelings ai ethers. Neyer say *a
witty or a sharp thing at the expense ai some member ai the
Assembly. Don't wound other people's feelings. "Be kindly
affectioned ane ta anather with bratherly love; in honour
preferring anc another."

With best wishes for the success ai ail aur conventions.
Decetber, r8où. jUN.

BE CONTENT.

Be content with sncb tbings as ye have. Sarne people
bave better things, others have worse. Yom, perbmps, cannot
have the better,and yau have no desire for tht woise ; then
be content wiîh what yeu have. Yen may have bail better
ihings in the pas ; yen may have worse things in the future ;
be ihankfnl for tht present, anal be content. If yonr lot is a
bard ont, yen rnay imprave it, but net by murrnnring, fret-
îîng or repînang. Just bei-e, to-day, Itâru tht lesson af con-
teniment, andl wait an God for brightcr days, eor richer
fruits, for purer jovs. No blessing comes te *.ht murmni-ing,
cornpîaining, discontenteal heart. Wben once this evil demon
af discontent bas entereal inte the soul, nothing is right.
Even the Ilangel's food was net good enough for tht mur-
muring Israelitaes, and "the corn of heaven"» conlal not mat-
isfy thosc whose souls were fileal with tht discontent oi
eartb. But when once the heart bas founa its rest in Goal,
andl ail its murmuiings are husheal in swet submnission ta
His will, there is peace in believang and joy in tht Holy
Ghost, and a hallewed confidence in the kind providence ai
Hirn wba bath donc aIl things welI.

You are reqncsted ta, read aur preminimIist. It appears
in the third page cf this wcek's issue. In it yen may finda
book yen require anal an easy way ai getting it.


