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(Dur Contrfbutorz.
TIMEff THIE T/R TEST 0,F .4 REIAL.

IIY KNOXON IAN.

A year heace a fairly correct estiinate can be tormed
ai the spiritual value ai the work ahat lias been done
la Toroato by the Georgia evangelists. It is impos.
sible ta forait a correct estitate naw, for the simple
reason tabat ail the data an whichl a conclusion, evea
approximately correct, are not within tht rcach ai any
body. Il By their fruits ye shahl know tbem.'l There
lias been no aimie for the wark: ta beir fruit. Fruit-
bcaring requires taite, and uintai a reasanable lengtlî
ofaimne lias passed. no ane can spcak detinitely aiid
positiveîy as ta cither tîte quality or quantîty ai tht
fruit.

}Iowniucliis ksiotwnaow? Rtas knawn tliat avery
large number ai people attended the services con-
ducted by Nteçsrs. Joues and Small. What dots the
presenceoaithese large nunîbers prove? To say that
tht prcseîîce ai large aumbers et people proves nath.
ing is ta say that whicb is not a iact. TRie gathering
ai a large nuanber ofipeople always dots mnan sorte-
thing. The average Canadian is nlot a fool. Carlyle
said tbat Loadon hadl a population ci four millions,
mastly fools. Carlyle was a cynic iand Toronto is
nat Landon. Tht gathcnang together ai six or seven
thousand people, two or three times a day in To-
roato, for threc wecks, dots prove somctbing. l t
proves that those who met had at ieast an interest,
passing or permanent, in the purpese for whicb tbey
met. The assembling ai large numbers ai people
always provos ahat those who assemble are mare or
less iattrested in scîjî cammon abject. Tht interest
mnay net always l>e dtep; it niay net always be per.'
marient, but il is thert.

lIften thousand people meet te sec a fool cross thte
Niagara River on a tight rape, their presence there nt
somce incoaveraeace and expense shows that they fled
an interest ia tht fool and lus performances.

If two or tbree bundred citizens ai Toronto meet in
a hall, and pay $5 eacb ta sec two sbort-baired slug-
gers pound each other's handsome faces beyond recog.
nition, their presence shows that a number ai the
citizens et Turonta take a livehy and appreciative in-
terest in the refined business of slugging.

Forty tlîousand people at IlCanada's great show"
prove by their prescrnce that they takt an interest la
tht shaw.

Four thousand people at ont af Mr. lake's meet-
ings make it quite evident that they take an interest
in Mr. Bliake, and tht subjects he dscusses. If thcy
felt no ;ntcrcst la such niatters, they wo-ild flot be
there.

Six or eight thousand people at the meîetings held
by Messrs. Jones and Small prove by thecir presence
that the centmunity is taking an interest in religious
maetters, and that intertst, we nufirm, is itselia gaod
thing. A ccmmunicy is never in a %verso condition,
spiritualiy, than wlien iz is in aL perfccthy terpid con-
dition. Spir;tual stupor is more ta be dreaded than
any thing tIse. Somnetimes-alas tea fiten-one sets
a coagregatien whosc spiritual condition might bc
apthv descnibed by tht phrase, IlNobody takes an in-
terest in any thing." A coagregatien cra scarcely bc
in à wvorse condition than that. Any agency, flot u:,-
scriptural, that rouses a cengregatian (rom this spiri.
tua-i iethargy dots good. Il Messrs. Jones and Satail,
aided by the press ai tht country, have incrcased and
ic.tcnsified the intcrest of tht people in matters ai
religion, in sa far as they bave dont sa, tbcy have
donc a gcadwork. And stilh it must ha admittcd that
a good dogme ai religiotns interest may bcecxcited,
and few or no souls be saved or sanctified. Tht in-
tercst us a good thing. but it as net a suicient test.

Nlom is tht antant ai feeling dîspiaytd at any kiad
ai a religiaus meeting asufficient test. Notbingdrizs
mort quîckly than a tear. Hundreds et men shed
tears in church ait Sabbatb, but take no decided stand
for Christ during the weck. Sut it as nut a bad tbing
ta sec men maveri under the Trotta, if t reailly as the
trutb that naves them. Their condition is certainhy
mare bopeful than if tht trotha made no impression.
It us quîte truc that sucb hearers afien cool dowa
somewhat suddenhy; but If the fear ai a rcactian
keeps a preav.her tram apping the trutb vigorously,
bc migbt as well flot preach a: ail. It is said taiat
b1r. jonce could mnv bais licarers migbtily at trnes3

andI if he did, we rire an the %vlîole inclined te think
lie did a good thing wlien ho moved them. l3ut stilI
it miust, wc think, be admitted, that are cimation Is
not a sufficicat test of the genuineness of a revival.

The tact that anitre sensuous exciteraient Is no cvi-
dcncc of spiritual tvork: need scarceiy bc discussed
licre. Na readerof Tiu 1>RESUYTHRIAN bellcVcsthant
animal excitement and the work of the Spirit are
nccesarily ccnnectcd. It is quite true thnt s<&lsinay
have beca savcd in scornes of considerable excitenient,
but the exciternent did not save thexi. Perhaps tbey
wcrce saved in spite ai the exciteent. Mere animal
excitement never savcd nor snnctlied any body.

We are quite aware that sornie of the points ralsed
in this papcr are somectimes discusscd in circum-
stances fliat make the discussion semi very absurd.
For a preacher %vho cannot kcep a handful of people
together by hais pulpit effl'rts, te belittlc the imîport.
ance ai nunfbers is a rather needless kind cf efort.
A preacher wliase hcarers art as cald and bard as a
graven image is scarcely undcr any nccssity ta de.
nounace emotion in churcb. The brother whosc
people go asleep rcgularly every Sabbath, long before
lie cornes ta Ilthirdly," need scarcely %vaste bais breath
in preacbing against excitement. There is no excite.
ment in bis church, except an occasianal flurry, caused
by saine pillar af the church faliing out of this pew.

WVliat truc tests dots l ime apply ta religiaus move-
ments, such as that lately made in Toronto? The
reply is easy. If a fair proportion ai tRie people ira-
pressed at these meetings unite witb their churches-
if they %vark and pray and pay, as good Christians
shouiri do, and kcep on warking and praying and pay-
ing, then the work is genuine and every good man
should thank, God for it. The real test is cantinuance
in weli dair'g, and time nane can apply that test. Of
course aur ei1ethodist friends do net attach as much
importance ta continuance as we Presbytcrians do.
Their doctrine cames ta their relie£f, la connYon, or
any number af converts, turn eut badly, they salve the
difficulty by saying they feil frm grace. Calvinists
have no sucb doctrinal safety-valve, and %we are there-
fore forced ta insist on continuance as a test.

lIftho canvcrts ai Mr. Jones, or any ether revivalist,
corne eut ai the alleged revival, pufi'cd up with pride ;
if tîey go about swaggeringas tht converts af Sam
Jones or Sain Sniall or Sam Somebody tIse ; if they
canclude that there is ne cburcha pure enough te unite
with, and try ta set up a litt!e Zion of their own, such
ccnduct wili made it reasonably certain that the move-
ment was in thc main-weii--not a goad ane. And
we are certain aur Methodist friends wili be the first
ta say s0.

It stems ta us abat the proper attitude tawvard any
such mavement rany be thus described-hope for the
best, pray for the best, but wait urtil time has applied
the reai tests before you speak positiveiy of the
results.

0f course we bave nothing ta say ta those pnigs,
pedants and diides, lay or clerical, who would rather
sec mien test than savcd by a preach'er wha says

ain't." ______________

R.4MBLES AMlONVGST SWISS !IILLS.

A WVEEK IN TITE JURA.

During aur stay in the Val de Travers we visitcd
the

CREUX DU VENT

(holiow cf the wind), examinaing it first fromr the suin-
mat (4,807 feêt), and afterwards front below ; we shahl
naw attempt a brief description of this singular opta-
ing, from wvhich blows at certain seasons thejoran-
the terrer ifNeuchatel. In walking toward it on tht
grassy plateau above, a stranger neyer suspects that
he is approaching such a fiigbtful guif. Ont ai the
party su-gested tbat this exemplified certain events
in human lue._ One goes an without forcsccing any
abstacle in bis path, when suddenly tht cartb optais
(flguratively) bencatb hais ict-a catastrophe over-
t.kes him, and it requires long and painful detours te
indi the patb again and-bape. Happily the

*1Creux » occaisioned no such consequences ta any of
aur party, and we pracccded with aur exaxnination.

It would be difficult ta find a spot where tht grand
and the charming are hetter blcnded. Yau a.paroacb,
and before you is an abyss, sorte 500 feet deep, in
shape resembling a horseshot, and same tbree miles
i circumierence, bordered by perpencticular rocks.
Through an apening yau ste pine forcsts çoVtring the

sidz cf the inauntnin, nt whasc feet flows a river,
samnetimes brilliant as a silver ribbon, nt ather tirnes
brown and sinuous as a sake. Farthcr In the dis.
tance Is the fading liai of the Jura, eoenled in va-
pour. liere are ait tht conditions of artistie beauty
-variet'y and unuhy. One can sec the iiîhole at
a glance, but ane mny also contemiplate tht scorne fur
heurs without bcing wearicd. WVhite wce are thus ea-
gaged, the geologist ai tht party hiats tiant tiais ivas
not tht ane abject ef aur visit-thant science must
aise have its due, sccing ive have before us a rnagnifi.
cent theme for

DISSERTATION AND) IIYI'OTIIESIS

-that t' ate is nothing arbitrary in tht plienomecna af
the warhd. As aur knowledgt et visible things ad-
varices, we fibd thcy are subnîitted ta Iaws ait once
simple and invariable. Modemn naturalists-lie goes
on ta say, guidcd by the inspiration cf the gîrcat
pout Gocthe-are beginning ta think that the infinitc
variety oi beings on earth are rclatcd ta a single type
-as plants, in ait their transformations, arc but ane
leaf incessaathy niodified, according ta the geametri.
cal figurt ai tht screw. Front whatever side wve lent,
at tht "Creux,,' h is only a great holaw br pit. It
is but natural, then, for thet unscientific portion of
Our Party ta suppose that it was produced by tht
sinking ef the rocks and earth, whicli had beei under-
mined by somce unknown agency. But ta this theory
nunicreus objections were at once prescatcd. A solid
body cannot siak unless a vacuum eccurs betieatb,
-aad it cannot sink iadefiaitely. Nothing, in this case,
justifies the hypothsms ai a subterraneana cavera, or
ai a liquid mass ai mud or dirt incapable et bear-
iag tht weight et tht rocks above. Again, wvberc
are these falien rocks? The exteriariayerof the bat-
tom of the Creux du Vent is ai a mucb more ancient
formation, and is a continuation ai tlnt wvhch ex-
tends at tht saine levcl under the portion ai the hall
standing. The successive strata above titis primitive
floor are neitlier deprtssed nom overturaed upon
it-tbey are, on tht cantrary, opened eut, made ta
stand aride ta expose ta iigbt what bas beeck buried
for millions ai years.

But how bas this mnovement beca praduccd ?
Daubtless, says aur gcologist, by a sudden and vio-
lent catastrophe. Some Titan, says another, raised
it an bis shaulders, brtaking the vault, and. cxtend-
ing bis aras, farceri back tht walls ta right and leit.
But whcn these events eccurred, and by what agen-
cies tbey 'vere effected, neither liait any knewledge.
This is and wiil remnain a secret.

TITE JURA lIAS SEVERAL. IIREARS

or folds iikc tbis, il] bcing closed on the west. Three.
fourths ai these Il breaks» look te lht north, which
givcs a monotonous and regular aspect te the chaiti,
as seen front the south andi east. li-eights like the Clias.
seren (5,285 feta), the Chasserai (.ç,276) -and tht Dole
(5,5o5) appear but slight swellings ai the crcst of tht
range whca thus scea ; but wvhen looked at tramt tht
narth their bold relief rivais in picturesque be!iuty
maay af tht other chains af Swiss bills.

THE CREUX SEPN PROI flELOW.

Desccnding int the abyss, we finit ait changed- a
multitude ai chaatic details meets the eye, such as
hcaps ai stonts and rubbish, cverturned trees, vhich
Time- the destroyer as well as repairecriaIl things
-strives te caver witb shrubs and flawers. Seen from
beiow, tht rocks formiing' tht wahls appear gigantic,
tht great trcs bcside them leoking iik-e dwarfs. The
little dtlicate plants which abound become mare
beautifual and charming hy contri'st. We kcnow that
it is as impossible for man ta create the smallest
flawcr as ta taise tht higliest inounatain ; but still tht
sigbt af tbcsc tiny and beautifil abjects modilies the
painfual feeling ai humant wcakness. Tht coliectors
ai Jurassic plants and tht makers; ci herbais bave a
great veneratian for the bcttcm aithe Creux du Vent,
for hero flaurisli apart the rarcst species and tht
moat preciaus specimrns ai tlicar collections. Let me
ninme only ane ai thcse-tht IlSabot de Venus "-
quite a pem in itself, as aur botanical fiead aI-
legtd ; but when ho gave it its scientifie n.iiie-ie

cyPrêediui; calcelun-all tht peetry vanished.
Tht base of the rocks is biddcna by an accumulation
ai rubbish (rom iandsiips. which in tht course ai ages
bas assumed the iorm ai o a cane. Upon the slopes
ai this :ane tht snow gathers in quantities, and frem
tht north, wvbere tht sun dots nlot shint fcr inine
uiopt.bs of ahe ycar, tht ýnqvw *çazcely ever disappearz,
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