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lifa® Ths CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, commenting on
 the above, very justly remarks, a soul of “ordinary
3 sensibility ¥ revolis at the {dea of caadidaving, and a
{ youny man of fine feeling Is yesy apt to say, *10°1
can't preach Chriet witbout Sghting for a pulpit, il
serve Him some other way, or in someother Church,”
{t is.not only in the ministry that young men can
glorify God. It Is terribly bumlliating to a minister
to fea], us he stands befors congregations, that they
¥ fave not come to church to hear him preach the Gos-
pe, that they may receive good, but to critic ze him.

THE PROBATIONER.

Bad as it is for a settled minister to be a candidate,
1o be forced to travel through the Church as a pro-
bationer. A man very wmuch lessens his chances
of again being seitled if he goesout as a proba-
tioner. A minister now settled in one of our city
charges said to menot long ago that rather than goon
the list of probadoners he wculd leave the Church.
It will not do to tell us the present system is the best
possible, It is not the best. Many of our ministers
and eongregations are not satisfied with it. It s a
well known fact that our best vacancies seldom if ever
call 2 man from the probationers’ ist. For a man to
resign bis charge and go on the probationers’ list sim-
ply means, in most cases, a life of worry, annoyance,
and expense for months, and at the end of that time a
settlement in some small ald-receiving congregation,
or retirement from the active duties of the minstry.
Under the present system

PROBATIONERS ARE DOOMED MEN,
specially those who have resigned charges. s our
present system scriptural?  Did it exist 1n the New

Testament Church?  Is it a necessity to-day? Itis
E certainly a source of weakness to Presbyterianism.
It leaves much talent vnemployed. It causes long
3 vacancies and thereby injury to tha whole Church.
¥ I would like very much if some person would point
® me to the scriptural authority for this system o1 can-
i didating, calling, and moderating 1o caiis, Wedonot
¥ wonder that young man, looking at the troubles and
3 disadvantages they must meet in order to gain a settle-
ment, at the shortness of pastorates, the repeution of
1 candidating, and the smallness of salary, retuse to
i enter the work of the ministry. Indeed, the woader
% is not that we have so few students, but that we have
Juxo.
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INTERNATIONAL I.ESSONS.

LESSON XXVIL i
8 Joiys, Josb. ik,
v PASSING OVER JORDAN. piy

Gorozx Text.—‘ When -thou pastest through
the waters, ¥ will bs with thee; and through
the rivers, thoy will not ovarflow thee."—Isaiah
42

CenteAL TruTH.~GoO0d makes safe paths for
our feot.

CONRECTION.—Joshua had sant two spies ; who lodged
i Jericho, in the house of Rabab. They were tracked, and
y escaped by being hidden, and, let down from & window
olber house over the wall. ‘They reported to Joshuz that
the people were in great fear of the Igmelites. The whale
hast now moved down to the Jordan, ready to cross over.
Notes.—Thoe Jordan : the principal river of Palestine.
Taking its rise in the fresh springs at the foot of the Leboaon
=ountaing, it flows routhward in 2 very winding course till
it poers 118 full waters into the =it depibs of the Dead Sea,
The cumrent is very rapid.  The distance from the Lake of
Galilee to the Dedd Sea is about sixty miles, but the river
winds and runs two houdred miles; the depth is from thres
to twelre feet, 2nd the width from five to one hindred
; Whese Israzl 1t, the Jordan has o
5 the lowest, at the edpe of the stream ; the
widdle, having vegetation; and the upper. Caraanites
were the 'I.owl.:ﬁzn, Tbat sometimes applied to all the
§oﬁ!e ia and sometizet to only a part of them.
ittites. descendents £ Heth, a son of Canaan (Gen 10 ¢
15), were mountaincers, Theydwalt on the hilisaroazd Heb-
o0, From them Abroham bought the cave of Machpelah.
(Gen. 23: 17-26.) Hivltas: descerdants of Canazn (Gen.
10 t7), lived in $5e northern part of Palestine under Mount
Hemon,  (Josb. 11 . 3) Porizzttes dwelt zoath of the
Hivites. Abraham met them whea he 673t 2rrived in Pal-
estine, {Gen, 13:2.) Girgashites : descendantsof Can-
20 (Gen. 20 16), dived southecast of the Lake of Galilee.
The towm of Gerpesa has its name from them, Jebusites ,
were also monotaineers Hvinp it 20d aroand Jebus' {Jerusa- ¢
lem).  Long years after this David took theis city. (2 Sam.
§ 68) Apnoritos ; were also mountmncers {Dent. 42
46), uod dwelt south-west of the Dead Sea, bat also extend.
3 postbwards. The g:ophet Amgs (2. 9) compared thair
haghis to cedars and thelr strength to ozks.
L 1ue PsEpARATION.<Ver. §~—Sanctify your.
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golves: ay at Sinai, they wern to wash themselves and
thefrclothes ; and bein a” devout state of mind, waiting
upott God, To-morrow : The 10th day of the first
month. (Ch. 119) Forly before, on the same dayp,
each family had chosen a lamb for their first Passover (east.
{Ex. 12:23) Do wadnders: God did many visible
vonders for his people.  He does many wondens now, for
13, though not so visible to the naked eye.

Ver. 6,—The Ark of the Covenant : cometimes
called *“the ark of the testimony.” It war made of accacia
wood, overlaid with gold, acd contained the two tables of
the commandments. (Ex. 37:1-9; 40:20.) Pass on
before the poople: erever the ark was, God’s pe-
culiar prescence and glo7 were ; and the ark golng belore
the people was a symbol of God's leading them. Do we
always follow where God leads ? .

Ver. 7.—~Magnify theo in tho sight of Israel:
Joshua was a new leader, and God would acknowledge him,
and put honoar upon him, as He had done to Moses. The
path of obedience is the path to honour,

Ver. 8.—~Stand still in Jordan: the ark was to go
before, andt 35t in the hed of the river till all the people had
passed over, It went in first, and came out last! So
God is said, in several places, to “ godefore™ his people,
and to be * thelr rereward,” or rear-guard.

1I. Goo's Promise.—Ver., 9.—Come hither and
hear the words: God had told Joshua before, and he
repeats what God had saud.

Ver. to. —The lving God : in distinction to the gods
of the heathen, wooden and stone gods. Drive out
from before you: it was God, snd not Israel, who
drove out the nations. They might have repented, but
th?’ did not. Mark how full the land was of people now,
and bow thinly-peopled in Abraham's ume.

Ver. 11.—-The Lord of all the earth: then there
15 00 room for ang other. God is Lord of all. This mighty
God was giviog them a portion of the world he possetsed.

Ver. 12.—Take you twelve mon: they werte
commeaded to take each a stone aut of the niver, and Joshua
piled them up on the westero side, a memorial of that day’s
wobders. (Josh. 4 : 19.)

Ver. i3.—Shall rest on the waters: there should
be no tardy fulfilment of the promise. The pnests’ feet
should tonch the waters, =ad 2t unce the watess should
shrink away  Haw often does Uod bring as in zctual con-
tact with a difficulty befote he opens a way forus! Shall
becut off: the waters did not stand as a wall on each
side (Ex. 14 22}, not divided ** hither and thither,” as
11 Kings. 2° % bo* drnined away swifily frum befuze them,
being beld back above,

III. Tue ProMiskE FoLriLLED.—Ver. 14, 15.—The
people removed from thefr tents: there were now
more iwo mulhuns of people ; and with therr flocks and
herds and househo'd L.off, wouuld cover an immense extent o
ground. Perhaps their line extended miles along thz niver :
They that hore the ark werecomse unto Jordan:
two thousand cubus before the peo?lc. (Ch. 3 : 4.)
Overfloweth his banks.—Not ‘18" banks. The
word ‘*its” only came in use in Quesn Aane's time, The
Jordan rises many feet every spring from rains nd the melt-
1ing of snows on [{ermon a2n on. No enemies were
scen, for they trusted the nver was entirely impassable,
when thus flooded. A}l tho time of harvest: it was
harvest oo these low plaias, far beneath the level of the sea ;
but not on the higher levels, They crossed in harvest and
therefore tn a2 ume of plenty—for the manna soon ceased.
God never does a miracle needlessly.

Ver. 16.—R0s0 up upon an heap : the waters were
heldback as if by some great dam across the river. Very far
from the city Adam : The meaning is ** very far away,
at the city of Adam.” The miracalous obstruction was
there, Beside Zarotan: Adam meaps *‘red clay.”
Clay beds existed at Zaretan (1. Kings, 7 : 46); hence prob-
ably the pame ** Adam." Zaretan (or Zarthan) was near
Succoth, which wes on the cast side of Jordan, and neacf
some famous fords thirty miles up, The salt sea: the
Dead Sea, intensely salt and bitter.  Notice how every con-
siderable Iake, if &7 has 50 cutler, is sure to be salt,

Ver. 17.—Stood firm : the priests and the ark were
5o doubt cbove the hest, between them and the floods up
the river, acd twothousand cubnts to the sorth.  The prieste
stood firm till all the host had passed. Many hours must
have elapsed ; but at last all the people were *clean over.”
How glorious God’s interference | Bat his spiritual deliver-
ances are just as glorious everyday.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

5. The crozsing of Jordan is & strikivg ilinstration of the
Chnstizn’s passiog death to reach Heaven. His High
Priest stands firm till he passes safely throagh,

2. Tt may also beautifally illustrate conversion ; entering
the saints' inheritance, aod battling God's enemies and the
soul's coemies, and conguering them under the divine
¢¢ Joshuz."” .

2, Like the Istaclites, we = to get on new pround—opot
make some slight change. .aarch nght over into the Lord's
country.

4. Whea the ark goes before we are safe ia following.

5. All difficultics are removed befure obedience, It waz
easy crossing Jordzn that day , mach eanier than going back
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AT Courbevoic, nest Paris, there is a Protestant Asyplam
for forty old people and seventy children. It wzs foanded
by 2 Roman Cathalic noblemsn, Comte lamgrccht, who,
weaned with the attentions of the prisste at bis sick-bed,
sought the counsel of a Protestant minister, and left his
property to establith ihiis fasthation,

URD
EADS

- .

Snresn anp ¥ ormon ~Erris,

DR. JosgPi PARKER intends to make a long holidny trip
to America.

Mg, Murtrr, of Bristol, intends to proceed shortly to
India on an evangelistic tour. .

THE Preshytery of Utah has thzee candidates for the min-
stry under i1s charge-—coaverts from Mormonism.

11 is proposed to erect a memorial chapel and manse at
E w;m . in England, the hirthplace of John and Chusles

esley.

TuE export of ostrich feathers from the Cape last year
was unprecedentedly lnrge.  The prices oblmncg were enot-
mous.

Logr DUFFERIN is enjoylog a well-camed London holi.
day, and all the great dinner givers are struggling for his
company.

Tue Kansas City ¢ Tournal " says that within five terms,
cavering fiftcen months, St. Louis cgurts have granted 1,000
divorces.

Tue Duke of Marlborough seems gradually gumng Blen.
heim. His Limoges enam-ls are now coming under the
hammer.

It is asserted that the largest ivory factory in the world
18 at Centrebrouk, Conn., where sometimes $125,005 worth
of ivory is bleachiog.

Twe Czar has conferred decurations on alt the members of
the Papal Mission who went to Moscow to répresent the
Holy See at the cornnation.

A munstenr petition has been presented to the Britich
House of Cummons in favour of Sunday closing, signed Ly
179,000 of tbe women of Eogland.

A MILTON collection which is being formed in the libma
of St. Paul’s School includes a copy of ** Paradise Lost *
with the auiograph of Robert Burns.

47 the yeasly meeting of the German Baptists, or
**Duokards,"” of America, held at Bismarck Grove, Kansas,
10,000 persons were present {rum various parts of the United
Siates,

LorL SHAFTESBURY believes that if the places of public
amusement wese to be vpened in bkagland oan the Loid's
day, it would threw the lemperance movement back twen-
ty-five years.

BARON ROTHCHILD'S carriage at Vienna is lighted by
elecine hight. The appzratus 1s beneath the ecoachman’s
seat, and .he Lphy, which wus buru 100 nours, within ordie
nary carriage lamps. .

MR. SPURGEON in a recent speech said he was somewhat
ata disadvantng; in fichting the devil. as the latter never
had the gout ; but he wntended to keep his face to the great
enemy notw:ithstanding.

A MEMOIR of the late lamented G. T, Dodds, of the
M'All mission in Pasis, is in course of prepanation oy hus
father-in-law, Dr. Horatius Bonar. M. lgénllnud will tran-
slate the work into French.

FORr a city to be governed by the whiskey clement is bad
enough, but to be raled by whiskey soaks and grog venders
is unendurable depradation. Bat thie is the posinon of
Chicago as decribed by the ¢* Tribune.”

1T seems that machines as well as men work harder here
than in Europe. The ¢ Railway Gazette™ says that 100
locomotives here do as much as 13t m Germany, 139 in
Switzerland, and 140 in Austro-Hupgary.

THg Supreme Court of Vermont holds that a witness was
compstent, although he was dumb, uoedocated in the use
of signs, and only able {0 assent or dissent in answer toa
direct question by a nod or shake of the head,

THE recipients of honourary degrees at Oxford University
this year will be the Archbishop of Canterbury, Lords Ray-
leigh and Alcester, Lord Justice Bowen, Dr, Schliemann,
Sirs C. Wilson and F. Abe!, and Prof, Fraser,

IT is rumcured that the opinlon of counsel, taken by the
Free Church anti-organ party, holds out little if any hope of
a successful resistance to the iatroduction of instramental
music through an appeal to the Court of Sessicos,

For the first time during a score of years the membership
returns of the Suciety of Friends do not show any iancrease.
The number is .he same his yeat as last, about 15,100 for
Grez! Britain.  The deaths have been vnusually heavy.

REv. EDwARD WHITE, Who is a2 Congregationalist, rezd
a paper at the Chrstian Coaference held on the 21th inst,,
in Jerusalem Chamber, under the presidency of the Dean of
Westminster. This conference is likely to become = per.
manent inslitution,

THE only amesdment on the Scottish Unlversities Bill
now on the paper in pame of & Scotch member is that of
Mr Dick Peddic. Tt secks to abo'ish the faczlty of dinmaty,
and to coonect the chairz of coclesiastical history and of
Hebrew and Oriental languages with the faculty of arts.

QuEEX MAREA of Raratonga, noticing how lax were the
policc in dealing with drupkards and drankard-makers,
created o new order of female police. These women socon
upearthed the contraband spirit snd threw it into the zea,
and since their 2dvent to ofhee & grand reform in the man.
ners of the people has taken place.

A TEA pacty was held at Oldham lately for the pr 3
of adv-anc?:g {hc establishment of 2 Presbytenan chm
that popalous town. A local joumsl hzils the adventof the
Preshyterians on the ground that Scotch preachers appesl
more to the reason than to the emotions, and will be spe-
clally usel:l it resolving the doobis of the many Thomases
in the town. :

" Mr. GEORGE Rrssiit, M. P, writing oo ““Whiggery *
is the **Niacteen.r Centary,” tells how an eminent peer
oace said to bim, ** 1am utterly opposad to disestablishment,
aod T will tcll yoo why. Aslorg as the Church 1s estab.
lished, we csn kick the parsons; bat once disestabhish at,
and they will kick as.”  “The Whig dostrine of Church
and State all over,” says Mr, Rosséll,




