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MR. EDIToR,-Ini your issue cf April 8-h, you a
second tume object te my quoting Dr. J. Ditzler.
Weil, I suppose the next tume I attempt te write a
bock, I will have te go down te Ohio and ebtain (rom
tht editor cf tht"I Standard" tht naines of sonie ftw
men cf IIestablished reputatien," cf IIacknowîedged
szhoîarship," and qiiete enly frein thein. 1 amn glad
tht editor has already furnished me with at least one
sucix name. Ht has approved Moses Stuart as of
Ilestablished reputation " and"I acknewiedged schoal r-
ship," and tint and again he has referred te Prof.
Sttuart as a mn cf great Iearning and scholarship. I
purpose, therefroni, te give a few quetations frein this
man cf Ilacknowiedged scholarship ; " and frein these
quotations tht reader can judge the fairness (?) and
honesty (?) cf iminiersionisi writers in quating Mioses
Stuart in faveur cf tht exclusive dipping theory. Ater
Stuart had, as tht editor of tht "IStandard" tells u5,
Ilcoilated his more than a hundred examples from tht
Classics and the Fathers," he says, on P. 382 ef the
Biblical Repository of April, 1833 :"lCiassicai usa,,e
can izever be ivery certain inî respect o tMe mneanint- o/
a wordin the New lestamient. Who dots net know
that a multitude cf Greek words here receive their
colouring and particular meanings (rom the Hebrew
and not froin tht Grec k cîassics ? Da lhcos, ouranous,
suirx, pîs/is, dikaios une, and other words aîmost wuth-
eut number, exhibit meanings which confori te tht
Greek classies, or which, in several respects, can even
be iliustrated by îhemn? Not ai ail. Then hew can
yen (mmersionists) be aver-confident in tht applica-
tion cf tht classical meaning cf baptizo when the word
is empioyed in relation te a rite that is pureîy Chris-
tian ? Such confidence is indeed com mon ; but ii is
not lte more ra/ional nor t/te inore iecoiii on that
account." Thus writes Prof. Moses Stuart, and he
could net be moet specific or conclusive in his argu-
ment even if he had directtd reference te tht position
takeh by the editor cf tht "lStandard."

Tht» this mn, declared by the editor cf the
"Standard" te be cf "testabithed reputation" and
diacknawiedged scbolarship," proceeds te show that
even the muanings Ildzýp, Punge, immerge, sink," etc.,
attributedi to bablizio i» classical usage, are dependent
on the interpretation and practice cf tht ancient Grec k
and Roman Catholic Churches. Ht says :"IAfter al,
the» yen (irpmersionists) depend for tht exegesis cf
baplizo, as meaning te immerse, inainty on thte practice
and views cf tht early churches." And on P. 381 this
mnan cf Ilacknowledged scholarship " says :"lIf yen
take yaur stand on tht ancient practices cf tht church-
es in the earîy days cf tht Christian (?) fathers, and
charge me with depanture (rom- îîîis ; in my turn, I
have tht like charge te make against yen (immersio4-
ists). It is noterions, and admuts cf ne contradictio4
that baptisni, in those days of immersion, was admin-
istered te men, wonien and children, iripuris natural-
ibus-naked as Adam» and Eve befare their (ail. The
most tender, delicat and modest females, Young or
old, ccuid obiain ne exception, wh'tre immersion must
he practised." Truly thtere was a necessity ta invent
"baptisteries'" at ihis ie 'te remedy, as fanr as pos-

sible, tht indecency o! tht scène. "Tht practice,"1
continues Stuart, "lwas pîeaded for and insisted upon
because it was 1cui-h1 to be aAostoiic.'> Again, on
Page 38'2, Stuart says: " But yuu (immerienisîs) saty
that there is ne eviderce that tht primitive mode cf
baptism ncquired pensons te be divested cf ail thein
gammenus." Grant iL ; but still there is the saine kind
of evidence as proves te yen that immersion was the
onîy apestoiic mode of tiaptism, viz. :tht universai
usageb cf tht- ancienti c-hî:rc-hps Vour 41a-n reasonfr
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such conduct. Weil miay Dr. Galiaher say "The
dipping tbcory ornginated in ignorance and error, and
iL has been ked on fallacy and falsehood." And the
sarne dishontsty that is practiced by immersioflist
writers when they quote Moses Stuart in behalf of
their thenry and practice, is also!perpetrated whenever
the names of Calvin, Wesley, Baxter, Chalmers, etc.,
are quoted in defense of dipping. Such perversions
of truth in the avowed defense of religion, is enough
to make us blush for our common Christianity. Tixese
were men cf God, who practiced what they believed.
They repudiated dipping into water for baptism, and
they taught and practiced sprinkiing and pouring ; and
for their warrant, they went to the Word of God. The
quotations given for their writings are usuially garbled ;
always separated from the context, and always repre-
sent the authors as holding views heaven-wide froni
the fai~h in which they lived and in which they died.
"We have read much of religious controversv,> says

an Arnerican clergyman-" controversy between Cal1-
vinists and Arminians ; between the advocates of
Prel3cy and the detenders of Piresbvtery ; between
Papists and Protestants ; between Trinitariarîs and
Uitarians, but nowhere have we tound so mucli pe.r-
version of fact, and such shameful garbling of the
latiguage arnd sentimmns of opponents as we find
among the advocates and defenders oi' the immersion
theory." Weii may we add> with the eamne viter,
" Could men, who were conscious that their doctrines
are sustained by the Word of Gad, seek to confirmn
and substantiate their 'theory'1 by systematically and
persisieritly pciverting the sentiments and teaching of
of tho.se who differ from theri?"»

The editor of tht " Standard " quotes Moses Stuart
as saying, " balbizo means toacip, plunge, or imnierse
into anything fiquid. Al excograpliers and writers
of ary note are agreed in this."l And the uninformed
reader is thus left with the impression that this great
schalar and theologian, although himself a Péuiohap-
tist, yet endorsed the exclusive dipping theory. Let
the reader again eximine tht qtiotations from Stuart
1 have given ahove, and tlien say if he has not been
grossly deceived hy the editor and others as to the
views of this mani. Moses Stuart says that we have
tht same kind of eviden ce for immersing tiakedi as we
have for immersing at ail, viz , " the usre o0/Ili. ancient
(Catholic) churches." And this I heartily endorse;
for it was the teaching and practice of those fathers
and churches-Roman and Greek-full of superstition
and fanciful interpretation of Scripturc, that orginated
the practice of putting people into tht water to 'soak
out sin and soak in grace.' The practice and teach-
ing of these saine superstitious Catholics is the only
foundation upon which axiy lexicographer rests for
authority that baôtizo anywhere means ta " dip, plunge
or imnmerse.> This is proven by the fact that the
ieadirg lexicographers, misled hy the authority of the
ancient Catho'ic teaching and practice, and by the
example of early Catholic l<xicographers, alinost all
give " t dip .repeatedly," " to imnierse repeatedly,"

thî'ey.it and most proper meaning of bal/z
This ýdcfýp -. rew out of the "dip three timems,"aiid
was tý à f the ancient churchesq. One dip
neyer a baptisin with tht Romish an.d
Greek ccfr Baôtizo neyer was a frequent.-tive
verb, and the- »v grcund for such an opinion in the
minds <'f a"X the ablest grammarians and lîxico-
graphers, wa&X . practice oi " three (<'Id immerslon"
by these samê' ~stiious Catholics."

Even Criin ' Lxicon, which tht. editor of ti e
"Sr.;ndard " pronounces " ont of tht bighest authori..

tics '.' gives "ta immerse repeatedly as his first
definition. This clearly shows where Grimmn, as well
as.Lildtit and S-ott, t)cnegan, R 'st and Palm, and a
number of othels, got their authority fur saying tha:
bapizQ, ever or anywhere, had tht nx<aning of dip or
imintrse. Ltxicographers who betray their seprvitudet
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their"I trine-immersion," and were putting their people,
men, women, and children ' three times into the water
naked as they were horn, there is no evidence that the
head was put under tht water, or that they practiced
tht submersion of thte whoîe body, a point upon which
so much stress is laid by nmodern immersionists. Tht
" blessing the water," the " nakedness of the subject,"
thet" taper iighted into the hands," tht " whitt garmtnt
an tht person " after baptism-all these and other
similar superstitions were considered by tht tarly
churches (Catholics) Just as essential parts of baptisnx
as tht putting into the water. And ail tht above su-
perstitions have just tht " sanie kind of authority » as
immersioi-just as anclent and just as weighty. Tht
fie st record of dipping to he found in tht history of the
Church is that of triiie- immesion-when it tock tizie
dips as we have just seen, and a great deal more to
make one baptism ; an~d where jhere was flot a single
action or step in tht entire performance of tht rite
that any intelligent inîmersionist wiii to-day apprave
as scriptura!. Can the editor of the " Standard »
peint out a single step in the practice of baptisin by
tht churches (Ca: holi*c) atter the second century, that
be can approve as Scriptural ? Take any ont cf tht
three dips and hc cannot say il is Scriptural. For ont
dip was in tht name of the Father, une in tht naine of
tht Son, and the third in the nanie of tht Holy Ghost,
And in not ont was it required that tht head be put
under. If he denies, ]et him prcduce tht record.

Y,.-t it is upon this rocte» mass of Catholic rubbish
that the I)ippdîs have built their immersion edifice.
Tt eciassics furni-sh ne founidation for immersion, the
editur hirnself ackriowiedges that tht Old Testament
furnishes no instance of one perso» dipping another,
and the N.w' Te.tar-nent knows nothing of irniuersiý n
as it is inerpiett-d in tht light of a superstîticus
Catholic teaching a-id practice. The pretended i»-
stances oi diping ( rom tht classics given by tht editor

wi!i bc, examined iri nxy next. I ask tht reader to
look out for themn.

1 close this cimnxunication in tht language of
Moses Stuart, that man of " estabiished reputation"1
and "acknowledged sclilarihip," whom the editor of
thte Standard " and other imniersionists hold ii such
high esteemi. On P. 388 he solernnily deposes, after
ail bis investigation et tht subject, and al his collaticn
of " over ont hundred eximples from tht classics and
the Fathers," "'*My helief is that we do ýbey tht coin-
mnandment to baptize wh.-n we do it by affusion or
sprinkling."

[To be continued if the Lord will]

M4 4iVITOBA LE TTER.

REV. DR. BLACK.

Tht new population rushing into Manitoba, and
coming into contact weith only tht later civil:zstion, are
in danger of neyer kiaowing that it had a fore-runner.
Prtsby terianism is one cf the faiths cf Red River of aid.
It did flot occupy thr- place then that is does 110w, but
its histoty is most interestir.g. Dr. Black was uts
apostît. A comp.îny of ardeat Highlande:rs had kept
for forty years their altar ires burn:ng without a min-
ister. Thougix at.ending an Episcopal service, rhey
h.iJ taught their children the Shorter Catcchism, and
had ke-pt Up famnIly wcrship in their homes. Their
own psalrns, their own idionis in prayer, their own
ideas of public worship, and their own theology were
kept living by discussions aronnd tht fireside. It was
bard to get any one adventurous c:îough te go te Red
River to look after thein. Tht Fret Church of Can-
ada, filled wiîh the same unciion as its Scotrisix
mother Church, at 1atit fourid ont cf uts first students
(rer» Knox College wiiling te go. At that tirai, 1851,
it was comp-tratively easy te go from tht east as tar
west as the Mississippi, but after that it was a ieap in
the dark, an1d suint 700 miles cf land carn a ge had ta


