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matter cf arrangt-ment or cavenant."' God
was able, and lins gratiously bccn i vilng, to
acccpt of the suffcringi. andi obedience of aur
blessed Redeemcr lIn the stend af aur awn.

Let us suppose, moreaver, there hati been
no substitution. Suppose thc criminal bears
the penalty af hi.- crime in is own persan.
Docs ilat, irc asIc, wipe away thecstain, or un-
do the crime Rny more than subtitution ?
E ven after the last, penalty af the iaw lias
been pald we spcnk ai the murderer as a
fimurderet sttili," and lits execution dlous net
recuit the lue ai bis ylctim. Ycttliedcm.itds
af justice arc satisried. Vie majesty af the
law is maintalnied. *rîe initceaqts iesta.te
aip conscrved and cvil-doers arc dcterred.

B>' the substitution of Christ in the room ai
His peopie ail bias bcen accompliihd-nay,
far more lias been accomplishi than %vould
have been possible by Icaving the gtailty to
bear the pen.alty ai thecir sin: anti wc helieve
that in the transaction therc is nothing which
la at ail contrary ta man's rcason or bis sensc
of justice.

WVc reicr ta the ordinary book-s ai theology
for answcrs ta thse objections brougbt against
thc Divine procedure in the mattcr.

WVe reicr ta the fact, that wc do frequently
sec thc innocent suiffr fur the guilty-if net
exactiy in their stcad, at lcast on thieir ac-
counit. We ruter ta the universal prevalence
ai cxpiatary sacrifices, praving that man's
scnsc af righit is flot ufTentict by the principi'.
ai substitution. If Goti las deait ivith the
holy Saviotir as if tic liad buta guilty, lut us
rememnber that Christ voluntarily took the
place ai thie sinner. He wa not constraineti
ta die by anot ber. V o/cnti titilla fit ùuquria.
He wiiling'Y idcntificd huiself %vith those
whom lie determincti ta save, and became
their federal hcad and represetative for the
ves/ purpose af sufiering in their room. He
Lid the powver ta dispose of His awn life, and
Hec laid it doive of Hiiscîf. flewias netheiti
bfarneworthy though lie became legaiiy an-
swcrable for the sins of others. Wc rcmem-
ber furthcr that the pcculiarity cf the case
permitted the most glorious compensation.
His sufferings, because infinite in value, ivere
but temporary in duration. Our tieliverance
Is not embittereti, as Rupert Hall lias Ivl
said, îvitht the reflection that wc are indebteti
for it ta tic irreparable diestruction of aur
Redeemer. And if, for a littie, He was madie
lowcr than the angeis for the sufferieg of
death, He is now, for that vcry reason, laighiy
exalteti as Mediator-niade the Heir of ail
things--crowhied with glory anti honor at thc
right hanti ai Goti.

Has God, again, deaIt with the sinner as if
lie hati bcen rigliteous? Remeniber that ail
that coulti have been gaieed by their punish-
ment (anti more than ail), lias been otherwisc
more gloriously attained. Remember that as
Christ identifieti himself with Mis pcc'pie, s0
they aise, when thcy repent and believe, do
idcntify themseives with Him. They do, as
it were, duse with Hlm in His death. They
most fuiiy assent ta the sentence which Goti
lias.pronou "nced, upgn their sin IlIf aur souls
werc sent ta eu Go;d's riglieaus Iaw approves

iei"They respopd. with profoued sub-
mission and consent ta the condernnatio i of
sin; and couid wish almast if it were passible
and rlght, te bcai~ ît in their own -person.
Through this saine dcath cf Christ the guilty

conscience is appeascd and tht pôlluted icart
is clceinscd. The chosen peopIt arc broughit
into newncsscf life. Tbcy ablioriand renounce
thecir pi.st siins and arc rcnetved in tie whole
mani after thse image cf God.

Wlsy sîsoulti reason objcct to, salvation on
sucli terinis? God la satisficd. Christ was
%viliing. Sin Is punislacd--thc Iaw is honored.
WVc may surce b. content.

TERRIBLE FAMINE IN CHINA.

N o soonier lias thec Indian, faàmine ceaseti ta
occupy public' anxicty, than anc even

morcd isastrous callIs forsuccour anti sympathy.
An eyc-witness describes it as Ilperhaps the
widust-sprcad and most iCarful scourge that
lias befallen humanity for t»e last two bue-
drcd ycars." More than 70,000,000 of the
people oi North China arc absalutciy ivith out
the barc means af sustainirsg life.

Il arlcy a tract ai chatntryllarger th:in thirtren Swlîzer.
lands a lire), ta want tht s weil nivh impassible to re-
liev~e. I*he peoplt?,. faces are blackc wlth hunger st hcy arc
utying by ttioutands upon thausantis. Womcn andi girls and
boys are apenly offéreti for sale ta any chance wayrarer. A
resp~ectable niarrted woman coutld le easliy bought foi six
tdalla,', anud a listle girl fur twa. In cases, however, where
i wus faund Inmpossible ta dispose ai thcir chittiren, paicnts
have liera kaiown ta kilt therm soloner thae witness their
pîralonged sufferings. In inar.y instances t'hrowing îl'emsctvcs
afterwards dawn weIls, or cammitng suicide by arsenic.
Carpscs lay rotting hy the tilghway, a.nd thete wss nont to
bury them. As for fod, the population subsIstent fur a long
tipie an ruais andi graus. thcn ttacy foundti ome notîristiment
in willow-bud.,, andi finally ate thaethatchesoff their couages.
The bark nfam rcs erveti thern for several months, andi the
most harmtless stuff ta wlîich the unhappy c;catures wcre re-
'lacent was potato Stalks, taugh, stringy libre, which onty the
strarage%t teethcould reduce ta putp. The ottier description
o' 'foot'was reti slate-stone. i tappears that Ibis substance
when ruIleil about in the mouth andi chewcd will cventually
splir ini small spliniers, which can bc swallowcd aller
practice. Ta such frlghiful extremities have the famine-
stricken people in China ben brauCht."

The immediate cause of the famine ivas
thse long absence ai raie. In the Province af
Shiat-Si noa min lias falen for three years,
and tîtere are no means ai irrigatieg the soit.
Tie Governor cf this province reports that
tîtere are in it alone more than 4,oooooo peo-
pie dependent on officiai support. Ortiinary
foodi stuffs liave aitogether disappeared, and je
the southern portions of it there remains
neither bark of trees nor wild herba te bc
caten.

This most appalling calamity is clearly
traccabie ta the disregard cf thase naturai
anti Vrovidentiai lavis by which the world is
goveret.

Thse great increase of population lias led ta
the destruction af thc forests. The vast table
landis af Centrai Asia anti Northcrn China
have been matie utterly bare cf trcs. H.ence
the ran lias ceased, anti the harvests faileti.
The samcecvii was experienceti in parts ai
France, until the rcplaeting af the forcess re-
staredtheUi rain-fail. There are in these ex-
periences most sigeificant lesans for our awnr
country. Let us bu warncd le Urne. The
physicai lavs ai thc woriti andtihei wise iaws
ai thc Creator can neyer be breken with
impunity. Humait sufferir.g is at once thc
effect andtheUi punishment of disobedience ta
moral anti physical laws.

Yet even the evil, Goti overruies for gooti.
Wc speak ai laivs, but they are sieiply the
expression ai the wise anti holy wiii af the
Law-giver. The Law-givcr is the Redeemer,
the Lover cf men; anti inî and by every
calamity He la carrying on :- H gand -re-
demptiveworlings, bringing.gaed out vf evil,.
making even suffering anti death work eut
life andi happlness. So it wilI be ciefch this

great calamity. He is working out good for
the proàtrate millions of China.

The great curse of China and the barrier to
its progrcss and enlighitcnmcnt 4ç3 bccn the
isolation in which for morc than 200 ycars it
bas bccn jcalousiy shut up by the policy of
its Tartar ruiers. Thought, cncrgy, iici arc
crushicd. Complete stagnation rcigns. Only
from without and upan the mncrest fractions
of this immense country have the civllzing
influences of the West becn able ta malte
themselves feit. But the vcry pressure of its
dense population is bcginning ta make itsclif
felt. 0f latc years thousands hiavocmigratcd
ta Australia and California; and rcturning,
havc carri .. back a knowlcdge of the greater
unknown world without, which wili in time
modify the crude and conceltcd public opinion
of the Celestial Country. Now, thc famine
must immensciy incrcasc this cmigration and
its results, and in a short timie the Gospcl
ai Jesus will find access ta the vcry hecart of
China.

But indecd by a morc dircct and spiritual
way this access is aiready being given. The
Chinese have a provcrb that lie who subjccts
mien by strength niay overcome but cannot
conquer thcmn; but hc who subjects mcn by
gooduess and picty is king and mastcr. The
generosity which this distress has callcd out
is alrcady making itsclf feit.. The sight of
the self.sacrificing labours and Christ-likc
sclf-forgetfulncss displayed by the mission-
aries throughout these troubles has fi lied the
Chinanien with astonishment. "Whiat," they
are reported ta have said on one occasion
when thousands of thern came flocking around
the missionaries who had broughit thein tîme-
ly succour, Ilathese the forcigners wve have
heard se much about-thc malignant, un-
scrupulous foreigriers? We wlvi neyer speak
evii of themn again, nor believe what the man-
darins tell us of thcm. The mandarins leave
us ta die af starvatioi, wvhite the forcigners
thcy have tauglit us ta hate arc spcnding
their very lives in saving ours." The assis-
tance which is now being sent from England
rwiIl intcnsify this gond-will and drav out the
hearts of the people in grateful affection.
Thiswili 6e a nobler conquest than any the
sword could achieve. And indeed there mnay
be given in this way Io England an oppor-
tunity ta, atone for the wrong-the grievaus
wrong-she bas done ta China in the
opium traffic. Into this strange land so
long seaed up, God is indeed opening up
a door of entrance for the blessed influences
af the Gospel orPeace-.-Evs:geical Chu rch-
man.

CONVERSION OR ROMISH PRIESTS.

The Treaurer cf the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion acknowledgcs with thanks the following additional
contributions in ali of the ex-priests now studying
under the care of the Board:-A F-nend, Elora, $5;
Mortwood Congregation..$8; J. C., Portland, Ont, S4;
A Friend of French Missions, Sarnia, $2; A fcw
Friendsinl Brantford, Ont, $3s; Mrs. H. Arthur,
Cbbecont Ont, $2; W. Fraser and S. Fraser, West
GiuMfitnb*y$2 cach; Mcmberof Knox Churéhb,Téron-
.to,$;io; P. Browp, C. P. Brown,andSheriff. Carcy of
*Sault St. Marie, Si each, and A. Aticins 5o tu; R.
ornaiston, Columbus, $4; A Friend, Bocndhead, Ont.,
S, 3!B. shi1'aUci, si-, Mr. Jaxots licLean,
A9à0;oioý 42; Wm.. Romnieli, Titusville, N.B. Si.

Addkinacontributionsrespecflysoicited. These
sbould b 'e forwarded ta the Treasurer, Re. K. M.
Wardn, .210 St. Jan=s Street, Montreal.


