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matter of arrangtment or covenant.! God
was able, and has graciously beep willing, to
accept of the sufferings and obedience of our
blessed Redeemer in the stead of our owa,

Let us suppose, morcover, there had been
no substitution. Suppose the criminal bears
the penalty of his crime in his own person.
Doacs ¢hat, we ask, wipe away thestain or un-
do the crime any more than substitution ?
Even after the last penalty of the law has
been paid we speak of the murderer as a
“ murderer still,” and his exccution does not
recall the lifc of his victim, Yet the demands
of justice arc satisficd. The majesty of the
law is maintained. The interests of the state
arg conscrved and cvil-doers are deterred.

By the substitution of Christ in the room of
His pcople all has been accomplished—nay,
far more has been accomplished than would
have been possible by leaving the guilty to
bear the penalty of their sin: and we believe
that in the transaction there is nothing which
is at all contrary to man’s rcason or his sensc
of justice.

We refer to the ordinary books of theology
for answers to the objections brought against
the Divine procedure in the matter.

We refer to the fact, that we do frequently
sec the innocent suffer for the guilty—if not
exactly in their stead, at least on their ac-
count. e refer to the universal prevalence
of expiatory sacrifices, proving that man's
sense of right is not offended by the principl.
of substitution, If God has decalt with the
holy Saviour as if he had been guilty, let us
remember that Christ voluntarily took the
place of the sinner.  He was not constrained
to dic by another. elenti nulla fit snjuria.
He willing'y identified himself with those
whom he determined to save, and became
their federal head and representative for the
ver 7 purpose of suffering in their room. He
}.ad the power to disposc of His own life, and
Helaid it down of Himself. He was not held
blameworthy though he became legally an-
swerable for the sins of others. We remem-
ber further that the peculiarity of the casc

rmitted the most glorious compensation.
His sufferings, because infinite in value, were
but temporary in duration. Our deliverance
is not embittered, as Rupert Hall has well
said, with the reflection that we are indebted
for it to the irreparable destruction of our
Redeemer. And if, for a little, He was made
tower than the angels for the suffering of
death, He is now, for that very reason, highly
exalted as Mediator—made the Heir of all
things—crowned with glory and honor at the
right hand of God.

Has God, again, dealt with the sinner as if
he had been righteous? Remember that all
that could have been gained by their punish-
ment (and more than all), has been otherwise
more gloriously attained. Remember that as
Christ identified himself with His pecple, so
they also, when they repent and believe, do
identify themselves with Him. They do, as
it were, die with Him in His death. They
most fully assent to the sentence which God
has pronounced, upon their sin.  “ If our souls
were sent to hell, God's righteous law approves
it.well” They respond with profound sub-
mission and consent to the condemnation of
sin; and could wish almost, if it were possible
and right, to bear it in their own' person.
Through this same death of Christ the guilty

conscience is appeased and the poliuted heart
is cleansed. The chosen people are brought
into newness of life. They abhor and renounce
their pust sins and arc renewed in the whole
man after the image of God.

Why should recason object to salvation on
such terms? God is satisfied. Christ was
willing,  Sin is punished«-the law is honored.
We may surely be content.
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TERRIBLE FAMINE IN CHINA.

O sooner has the Indian famine ccased to
accupy public anxicty, than onc even
moredisastrouscalls forsuccour and sympathy,
An cyc-witness describes it as “perhaps the
widest-spread and most feasful scourge that
has befallen humanity for the last two hun-
dred years,” More than 70,000,000 of the
people of North China are absolutely without
the bare means of sustaining lifc.

** Faricy a tract of coantry larger than thirteen Switzer.
lands a prey to want that it s well nigh impossible to re.
heve, The people’s faces are black with hunger; they are
dying by thousands upon thousands, \Women and gitls and
boys are openly offered for sale to any chance wayfarer. A
respectable married woman could be” eastly bought for six
dollars, and a little girl for two,  In cases, however, where
it was found impossible to dispose of their children, paicats
have been known to kill them sooner than witness their
prolonged sulferings, in mary instances throwing themselves
afterwards down wells, or committing suicide by arsenic.
Corpses lay rotting Ly the highway, and there was none to
bury them.  As for food, the population subsisted for a long
time on roots and grass ; then they found some nourishment
in willow-buds, and finally ate the thatches off their cottages.
The batk of .rees served them for several months, and the
most harmless stufl to which the unhap;r),y cicatures were re-
duced was potato stalls, tough, stringy fbre, which only the
strongest teeth could reduce to pulp.  The other description
of *food’ was red slate-stone. It appears that this substance
when rolled about in the mouth and chewed will eventually
split into small splinters, which can be swallowed after
practice.  To such frightful extremitics have the famine-
stricken people in China been brought.”

The immediate cause of the famine was
the long absence of rain.  In the Province of
Shan-5i no rain has fallen for three years,
and there are no means of irrigating the soil.
The Governor of this province reports that
there arc in it alone more than 4,000,000 peo-
ple dependent on official support. Ordinary
food stuffs have altogether disappeared, and in
the southern portions of it there remains
neither bark of trees nor wild herbs to be
caten.

This most appalling calamity is clearly
traceable to the disregard of those natural
and providential laws by which the world is
governed.

The great increase of population has led to
the destruction of the forests. The vast table
lands of Central Asia and Northern China
have been made utterly bare of treces, Hence
the rain has ceased, and the harvests failed.
The same evil was experienced in parts of
France, until the replanting of the forests re.
stored the rain-fall. There are in these ex-
periences most significant lessons for our own
country. Let us be warned in time. The
physical laws of the world and the wise laws
of the Creator can never be broken with
impunity. Human suffering is at once the
effect and the punishment of disobedience to
moral and physical laws,

Yet even the evil, God overrules for gocd.
We speak of laws, but they are simply the
expression of the wise and holy will of the
Law-giver. The Law-giver is the Redeemer,
the Lover of men; and in and by every
calamity He is carrying on .His grand .re-

demptive workings, bringing good out of evil,

making even suffering and death work out
lifc and happiness. Soit will be even'in this

great calamity, He is working out good for
the prostrate millions of China.

The great curse of China and the barricr to
its progress and enlightenment has been the
isolation in which for morc than 200 ycars it
has been jealously shut up by the policy of
its Tartar rulers. Thought, cnergy, iife arc
crushed, Complete stagnation reigns. Only
from without and upon the merest fractions
of thisimmense country have the civilizing
influences of the West becn able to make
themselves felt.  But the very pressure of its
dense population is beginning to make itself
felt, Of late years thousands havocmigrated
to Australia and California; and returning,
have carri.d back a knowledge of the greater
unknown world without, which will in time
modify the crude and conceited public opinion
of the Cclestial Country. Now, the famine
must immenscly increase this cmigration and
its results, and in a short time the Gospel
of Jesus will find access to the very heart of
China.

But indeed by a more dircct and spiritual
way this access is already being given. The
Chinese have a proverb that he who subjects
men by strength may overcome but cannot
conquer them ; but he who subjects men by
goodness and picty is king and master. The
generosity which this distress has called out
is alrecady making itsclt’ felt. The sight of
the self-sacrificing labours and Christ-like
sclf-forgetfulness displayed by the mission-
aries throughout these troubles has filled the
Chinamen with astonishment.  “ What,” they
are reported to have said on one occasion
when thousands of them came flocking around
the missionaries who had brought them time-
ly succour, “are these the foreigners we have
heard so much about,—the malignant, un-
scrupulous foreigners? We will never speak
evil of them again, nor belicve what the man-
darins tell us of them, The mandarins leave
us to die of starvation, while the forcigners
they have taught us to hate are spending
their very lives in saving ours” The assis-
tance which is now being sent from England
will intensify this good-will and draw out the
hearts of the people in grateful affection.
This will be a nobler conquest than any the
sword could achieve. And indeed there may
be given in this way o England an oppor-
tunity to atone for the wrong—the grievous
wrong—she has done to China in the
opium traffic. Into this strange land so
long sealed up, God is indeed opening up
a door of entrance for the blessed influences
of the Gospel of ‘Peace.~—Euvangelical Churck-
man.

CONVERSION OF ROMISH PRIESTS.

The Treasurer of the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion acknowledges with thanks the following additional
contributions in aid of the ex priests now studying
under the care of the Board:—A Friend, Elora, $5;
Morgwood Congregation. $8; J. C., Portland, Ont, $4;
A Friend of French Missions, Sarnia, §2; A few
Friends in Brantford, Ont., $35; Mrs. H. Arthur,
Comsecon, Ont., §2; W. Fraser and S. Fraser, West
Gwillimbury, $2 each; Memberof Knox Church, Toron-
.to, $10; P. Browp, C. P. Brown, and Sheriff: Carney of
_Sault St. Marie, $1 each, and A. Atkins 5o cts; R.
Ormiston, Columbus, $4; A Friend, Bondhead, Ont.,
$5; J. B. Shipley, Falkirk, $1; Mrs. James McLean,
Aberfoyle, $2; Wm. Rommell, Titusville, N.B. $1.

Additionalcontributionsrespectfullysolicited. These
+should be forwarded to the Treasurer, Rev. R H,
Warden, 210 St. James Street, Montreal.



