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cUPROVED CONGREGATIONAL SINGING.

Mg EDITOR,- If [ may be allowed spuce for a few
words, | would sccond, emphatically,the remarksmade
by “J. McL.” in your last number, in reference to the
adaptation of sacred words to sccular tunes.  Itm.y,
at one period of the Church’s lastory, have been ox-
praient to adapt certain stiening Hymns to certain
airs popular at the time, but sure’y there ts nooccasion
for anything of tke kind now. It is a fact that the
best musical talent of the world has been devoted to
sacred music, and the ablest and best composers living
at the present time are also devoling much of their
time to it, so that there is no scarcity of tunes to which
tiymns of any character may be adapted, and there is
no reason why the frothy and vapid airs which bhave
crept into our Hymnology should not be banished
from every tune Look not only 1n our churches but in
our Sabbath Schools. They are inventions of the
cvil-one to tickle the cars and distract the attention
‘rén a duc appreaiation of the meaning of the words.
J. McL., has not mentioned the worst tunes that have
been set to sacred words,  “ Home Sweet Home,” and
even “Annie Lisle,” are grave and somewhat sorrowful
ia their character, but when we have “Annie  Lawrie”
and “Scots Wha Hae”; or “When the Swallows
Homaward Fly,” sct to “ Rock of Ages Cleft for Me,”
it is beyond endurance, and cvery precentor or leader
should strenuously oppose the introduction of all such
trash. Let us have nothing but “grave sweet melody.”

- TurTL

RULES FOR CHOIRS.

The “Tonic Sol-fa Reporter,” on being asked for
Rules for Choirs, replies as follo'vs:

“We are repeatedly asked by correspondents for a
set of Model Rules for choirs and elementary classes.
The circumstances of these socicties are however, so
widely different, that it is impossible to draw up ary
reles that would apply to all, and we think that rules
arc more likely to be kept if they formulate the inten.
tin and purpose of each choir or committee, than if
they were suggested or supplied from without.  The
“Teacher’s Manual? supphes a good deal of informa-
tion on this matter.  Speaking generally, an elaborate
constitution is not advisable, a few working rules being
sufficient.  1f the rules are long many members will
not rcad them, and mere will forget them.,  In every
case we must rely more upon the tact and discipline
of the conductor, and the way in which he is backed
up by the szcretary and leading members, than upon
a paper constitution. But this docs not mean that
organization is of no use. A class in which the con-
luctor unlocks the door, lights the gas, vaultson to the

_ platform and jutnps down when he has done, gives out
the books and receives the subscriptions, is ncither
decent norin order.  Every class must have its secre.
tary, and the older and morc experienced he is the
Leatter, for he can help the conductc » in a hundred
ways. In cvery class, too, the attendance should be
taken, so that cach member may know that his or her
absence is noticed, and punctual arrival recorded.
ccasionally we hear of classes in which the books are
aiven and no subscription is charged. This is not wise.
People value as a rule what they pay for; or to put
the point less bluntly, the payment is a useful reminder
*hat they are getting valuable instruction, and not
merely cnjoying a pleasant cvening once a week.

“A conductor has to be affable and obliging to every-
bady, and at the same time, he has to be an autocrat,
and a strict disciplinarian. Thnis is very difficult,
The cxtreme cither of severity or laxity will break up
any choir, and perhaps more choirs arc broken up
throuzh the conductor holding the reins too loose
than through his drawing themtoo tight.  As we look
back on cases of failure within ol¥" recollection, this
seems to be our experience. The conductor who loses
his temper will always fail, but we arc apt to forget
that pupils come to Jearn, and that they will stand a
great deal of discipline if they feel that its aim is to
keep up the standard of work, and find that they are
themsclves advancing in knowledge. So far from
pupils liking an easy-going teacher, who p.ts it to the
vote what key they shall sing “Hail Smiling Morn”
in, and consults the members as to what picces they
shall have at a concert, they like a man who has the
firmness of a drill-serjeant, and who, while never
speaking peevishly, sarcastically, or rudely, quietly

holds his own on the strength of his superior know-
ledge, and worries the irregular, talkative, and non-
singing smembers, untl thewr Dfe is a burden, and for
the sake of paace they are obliged to work.”

TUE SABBATH.

Serenc and holy day, thy hlessed Hght

Rests softly on the landscape still and falr
Thow art an earnest of suprene deli,sht,

A tohen here of heavenly love and care.

Is lhl)' sweet influence walted on the wings
Of angels stooping to a waild of woe
Or is itw source Leyond created things,
In Him who gave the day and blessed it too?

To weary hearts a solace and a rest;
And in the toil of Jife a solemn pause;
A day for man to do his Lord’s behest,
‘To reader thanks and learn His holy laws,

O blissful erablem of a glotious day,

When sin shall vex the ransomed senl no more,
When Death can ne'er again assert h;s sway,

Nor sorrow dim the eyes that wept before.

Thou art the dawning of a brighter mom,
And in its light refulgent will expand
To endless day, where radiant shies adom

The sinless Sabbath of the "etter land.

Thine are the meuories of that early hour
When Galilean women sought with tears

Their bunied Lord, —they wot not of {1is power,
When lo, Hisown Joved voice dispelled their fears.

Rabboni, blessed Lord, be ever near,
Diffuse ‘Thy heavenly peace within my heart
There is no hallowed rest without Thee here,
The Sun and Sabbath of my soul Thou art.

Kincardine, C.C. A F.

‘PSALMODY.

MR. EDITOR,—I am glad to abserve that discussiun
on Psalinody has begun in your columns, and beg to
state that one of the greatest obstacles to the training
of our young people in our Church music is the want
of spitable and cheap books of instruction.  If a mun-
ister should form his young people into a class for
singing and invite them to bring what music bouks
they have, they might produce books in profusion such
as “New Lutes,” “ Lutes of Zion,” “ Melodeons,”  Dul-
cimers,” *Harmonists,” * Brown’s-Robertson's,” cic.
But he could not train the class with such a varicty.
He must have a class-book in the hands of all the
learners.  Then if he were to try fh sclection of one
of those as the class-book, he would find all of them
too dear to purchase, and most of them filled with
tunes unfamiliar in the Presbyterian Clhurch, or un-
suitable for our worship. 1 have met with this difti-
culty, and have to delay the teaching until suitable
books can be got.

This want could be supplicd cither by our book-
scllers importing books from Britain, or by publishing
ncw books of thir own under the editorship of some
competent person acquainted with the wants of the
Presbyterian Church.

Books could be imported and sold at such prices as
would admit of their being put into every child’s hand.
For example there are before me three little books
which would suffice for theoretical instruction. 1. The
National Radimwants of Music,” by John D’Esté,
Musical Doctor, Cambridge: 16 p.p., price three half-
pence. 2. “The School-board Singing Tutor,” with
excrcises and songs for schools and :jasses, by Dr. A.
S. Holloway, published by William Reeves, London:
price two-p2nce. 3. “Fisst Lessons in Singing,” em-
bracing an cxplanation of the first principles of music
and a variety of examples and exercises, selected and
arranged for use in classcs, p.p., 64, price sixpence:
published by William Hamilton, Glasgow. Tune books
may be had with familiar tuncs harmonized in four
parts,with Psalm verses underneath,eqaally cheap and
adapted for class practice, from Hamilton, and no
doubt from other publishers in the Old Country.

Perhaps somc of your ministerial readers will be
pleased to know that such works as those referred to
are obtainable, and perhaps some business reader may
receive from these hints an inspiration profitable to
himnself and advantageous to the Presbyterian portion
cf the community, At all cvents I think I have
pointed out an obstacle to'the much needed improve-
ment of our congregational singing -which might be
casily removed. M.

Stapner, Descinber 20tk, 1877.

THE SABBATH SCHOO0L SYSTEM—II.

MR. Epitor,—~We closed our last letter hy soticing
the important fact that the modern Sabbath School
System is largely a growth outside of Church organi-
zations. it has been fostered to a considerable extent,
Ly leading tmen inall the Evangelical Churelies, in
some form of Associatons, ore than by the deliber.
ate action of organized churchies,

By these means, the work way - proved to be impor-
tant, its moral influence grewy:its bearing on the
highest well-being of the Church and her children was
felt and acknowledged.  And the' Church is gradually
incorporating the movement as a special department
of her mission. In taking account of her life and labpr
from ycar to year the Re11G10US EDUCATION of the
people receives special attention, This is the first
important fact in our Sabbath School System,

SECOND FACT.

The place given to Sabbath School work, by the
Church and by the leading winds in the Church is
that it is SUPPLEMENTAL, and in no sense, and under
no conditions, to be regarded as a SUBSTITUTE for
family teaching. Where the school takes the place of
the family it will be accounted for by the doctrinal
basis of the Church on which the work rests, and the
tendency of that doctrine to substitute the Church for
the famuy instead of incorporating its life for stimula-
ting to the upbringing of a godly seed.

In all the outside institutions that consider the Sab-
bath School work systematically, of whic™ Chautauqua
and Thousand Islands Parliament are representatives,
the above fact is carcfully stated and enforced.

In the Chautauqua scheine of lessons for Sabbath
School teachers, the emphasising of this is oncof the
first duties of the course of instruction. The Sabbath
School Itincrant of seven or ten years ago may have
cxpressed views that were in antagonism to true family
life and duty,but that has passed away,and now the fact
that the Church has taken up the work and organized it
with her life, and 1s yearly becoming alive to its impor-
tance, precludes the possibility of danger to a healthy
and hopeful discharge of family duty.

T he Sabbath School System takes notice of this
important truth, that while the famly is first in the
order of time, and of history and society, and for race,
life, and a godly sced, first in impertance, yet it is not
an isolated and self-contained sastitution,

There is the state, or civil hife, the Church and her
religious life; they are all dependent on each other
and are or ought to be co-operating to the one great end
of helping toward strong and holy manhood in Christ
Jesus. The institutions God has set up in this werld
are like the classes for whom they were intended; they
influence and are influenced by cach other; the life of
the one feeds and is fed by the special life of the other;
“no one hiveth to himsclf,” but contributes to the gen-
cral well-being.

All Ecclesiastical organizations have a doctrinal
basis on which their attitude to the Sabbath School

-depends.  The Bapuist proclaims his Uriversal Neg-

ative: no Church doctring, no Bible doctrine as to the
relation of children te Church life, or believing parents;
but he assiduously prosecuies the work upon the
general sentiment of doing good, and the uscful idea,
*that good done at this end of life is most fruitful,”
cspecially to his theery of sacraments.

The refined Sacramentarian regards the children
as brought into a definite relation to the Church and
her life by the ordinance of baptism, and by this or-
dinance the divine life is in some sense begun, and is
to be carricd on by the power of church and school
life and means of sustruction.

The Evangelical Arminian rests his relation
to this work on “Universal Redemption,” Christ
having dicd for all in the same sense, and for
the same purpose, therefore every child is regarded
as in the same sense and to the same degree
the subject of the Spirit's influence. The ¢en-
dency of these three attitudes to this department of
Church work is necessarily to lower the importance of
family life, inasmuch as the family institution .forms
no part of the doctrinal basis ofi which the work rests,
or by which the workers are animated,

Presbyterianism has 2 broader and more consistent
ground of truth for her Sabbath School :florts. A
specific place is given to the family in her doctrinal
belief,and thebelieving parent orparentsare recognized

[in that, position, as of the Church.
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The children-of such parents are regarded as born
within the pale of the visible Church. Qn the fith




