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were comînitted in the wulder and Ieast fre-
quented parts of Maine, New H-ampshire
and New York. Dr. Fletcher noticed that
the eggs of the Germari iinsect were laid iu
double rows, and those of the Canadian in
single rows, but was of opinion that the
species must have been introduced on ac-
,count of its rapid increase and spread, and
freedom froni parasites, and the fact, fre-
quently observed, that the Euronean Larch
w'as attack-ed in preference to the Canadi-
an. 'l'lie practical disappearance o! the l)CSt
is prohably (lue to parasites, as this is Na-
ture's usual method of kceping the balance
of forces.

The Larch Saw Fly belo'igs ',o the Order
Hymenoptera, and is a small insect about
hiall an inch long, its color being black and
orange. The wvings are four iii number,
l)lack-veined wvith a tawny fore niargin and
dark black spçt-the stigina-towar(ls the
tip of the wving, arnd ir' the female have a
spread o! three-iourths of an inch. The
hecad, thorax, and base and tip o! the ab-
domen are black, aad segments two to five
of the last anI part or aIl of six are a
rich -%vaxy orange color. The first and bec-
ond pair of legs are *yellow and the third
pair longer than the others. The ovinosi-
tor, or female or-gan for (lepositing the

In the -ourse of an article on "Things a
boy shouid have a chance to read". " in the
"'American Reviewv o! Reviews" for Decemi-
ber, Mr. 1-1. L. Elmendorf deals with the
so-called Nature books, and as we agree
mo.it cordially with what he bas said, a
few excerpt may not bie amiss:-"For in-
stance, he înust know the value of the eth-
ical animal stories, in wvhich animais talk
and reason in a human way, beginning
with 'Aesop's Fables,' wvhich the boy may
have as a very little boy in 'Baby's Own
Aesop,' pictured by Walter Crane, or later
in Joseph Jacob's 'Fables of Aesop,'
throughi 'Tie Delectable 1-istory of Rey-
nard, the Fox,' down to their natural suc-
cessors, Kirtillg s 'Jungle Books.' Tilese
teach ethies, - the power o! kindness,
the necessity and n,,bility of obe t-
ence, the strength of the wvcak, and
Ihe quality o! mercy. Then there are ani-

eggs, is fitted out wvalî a saw apparatus
foi: înaking the necessary slit in tbe larcli
nieedies to prepare a rece 'itacle far the egg,
hence the ziame sawfly. '.'lie eggs are laid
in the t.;rrninal young siiuots, and sonie-
times in one of the lateral shioots as well,
and giv'e them the p'eculiar d',storted ap-
pearance whielh is a ýiign of tile work of
this insect. The larvae, when hLtched, are
(lark green, wîth the head large a±nd dark,
an(l tley begin' imzniiediately ho eat the
leaves with a voracious appetite, beginning
at the ape-: of bhe twigs and worPing
down. Wl'hen disturbed they curl up) !nto
the peculiar "S" shape so chardcteristic o!
the sawv îly. They are active for about one
to tbree weeks and after the last moult the
co!or is bluish, the hecad and thoracio feet
black and the lower part green, while the
length is about 1-1 inches. They then change
to l)rown or l)ink, drop fromn the tree±s and
prepare lor winter, by spinning brown co-
coons undr'r bhe leaves, or debris, or sorte-
tinies down a short distance iii the earlh.
l'le mature f ly appears about the end o!
June or beginning of July, according to
the locality and the cycle goes on again.
Trhe (h mage is done ;n the larval stage by
the~ estructio'. of tlic tamarck needles, the
trees being bared anîd killed out .- Ed.)

mnai stories sucli as Lloyd Morgan's 'Ani-
iai Sket'hles.' Eritest Ingersollîs 'WiId

Luep o! Orchard an(] Fieldl,' W. '-. Horna-
day's 'Two Years in the Jungle,' and Paul
Du C'haillu's 'WVorld of the Great Forest,'
which. teach niatural history,-healthy
b)ooks of which boys, as a rule, are very
fond. Between these two classes there is
a mnass of pernicious . stuff, generally pub-
lislied under the liame o! 'natt.- books,'
but most unnatural, A;ere 'peach treeq
rununate on the dlistrib)ution o! their pits.
and the caterpillar reasons as to his lu-
t-are methamorphoses,'-f alse science and
poor stories. Those who love nature and
outaloors should be told o! the best bird
books, such as Chapman's 'Bird Life' and
Dugmiore's 'Nature and the Camera,' of
Mrs. Dana'.,s 'I-ow to Kaow tbe Wild
Flowers,' of the fern books, the musbrooma
books, an ~ tbe lig-e."


