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I’unuﬂox or skxp,~—The first step in preparing the gmm
for seedd thould Lo to sereen, winnow and riddle it till perfeetly
freed from all improper admixtures.  When tliis Is thotoughly ac-
complishied, it should bo steeped in strong pickla and litned to pre-
vontsmut.  The pickle should he sufficiently strong to buay up
an egg ot putatos, or, indeed, untii the water will distolve no more
salt. The geain is steeped in a tub coutaining enough of tho liquid
to ba & faw inches higher, and to allow it to hie well stirred, wo asto
bring the light grains to the surface frem wheuce they are skimmed
off, s0 long as they continue ta rite, The water is then poured off
and the grain put into A basket and placed over an emnpty tub to
drain off the llquid.  'I'he wheat is then spread ou the floor of the
barn of geansty and well sptinkled with sifted quick-lime which
lias been tocently slacked with a small dquantity of tho liquid.
About half's peck of lime is sufficient for a bustiel of wheat. and it
should be carefully stirred among the wheat that every giain may
receive & portion; but many of our farmers find that a quarter ofa
peek carefully applied is sufficient. It does net soem necessary to
wath and Jime the seed for any particular length of time before
s.#ing, nor that it should even be dry, though itis sown much
wvasier when it Is thoroughly dry. It may in fuct Lo sown at any
moment after Hming. The chicf roquisite is 30 to apply the lime
that every grain shall be covered withit.  After the wheat islimed
it should be occasionally stivred until it is sown, once or twico at
Toast during each day, and it iy sald that it ay we kept in that
state when perfectly dry for any length of time without injury.
The mode of preventing smut now detailed, bosides its ¢} 3
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measure the handfulls more accuratcly than when the secd is cone
densed at the Lottom of the sheet,

Q. The Drill, ' Drilling is deseribed to be n more petfect and
ecotiomical mode of sowirig geain than when broadeasts for the
seed is deposited witl, greateF etuctness and regulatity in regard to
depils and proportion of quantity than ean be cffvcted by the most
expert seadsuinn, 1t is thus more equally coveredd and better sc.
cuted from the deptedation of bitds, &e.

3. The Dithle. ‘I'he pinctice of dibbling dtsctling the wheaty
graln Ly gralny is pretty general in some parts of England, Itis
found to be choaper than drilling (6 or 7 pecks dibibled belng the
usual quantity per atre, whereas in drilling 0 or 10 pecks would Ui
required,) and it Is considercd Ly many, when well dona as decid.
edly superiot.  Theloles afe made by men, hut the seeds ate
dropped by woment nnd chilidren whose wagesare very low.  When
correctly cxceuted thero can be no doulit that it not only saves nt
feast a bushel of sced per acre but siso scts the graius at equal dis.
tances as well as dopth, which Tnust, it ix presumed, give mote
equal nourishment than can bs ensuted either by the drill ef the
brondentt systems.  “Ilie straw is also said to e stronger and the
product Iarger. Buch difftrence of opinion however has bicen en-
testained In England as to the preferalic mode of sowing wheat,
and it is Lt fuir fo state that the broadesst aystem has still ity
advocates. ‘The chief thing that seems to be desired is 8 deeper
covering than can in gencral be given hy this wiode.  All tha seede
should be covered if possible 14 or 2 inches below tha surfuce of
the ground, ‘They thus obtain a firmer footing and the stalks are

is 50 certain and infallible k2t it would seem quite unnecessary to
mention any other. ‘The Messra, Collins' of England who grew
annually from 400 to 600 ecres of wheat had only one lnstance of
smut in forty years, and this was when the seed was not steeped,
and it Lias never been koown to full when falrly applied Ly our
farmers,  Anather recommendation of this mode is that hesides the
prevention of smut both the salt and the lime have undoubtedly a
highly stimulsting cffect and increase the product of tho soil.

Quaxtitr or Sexo.——Thie quantity of seed depends upon whe-
they it bo sown broadeast, or dibbled or dribbled, and also in sume
measure upon the noture and condition of the land. Tt varics
much in different countrien.  In England from 2} to 4 bushels per
acre are used when broadcast, and the crops there are not often ex-
celled.  1n the United States the quantity varies from 1to 23, and
in this Provinco from 14 to 28 As a general rule cartv sowing
roquires more secd than late, the grains being more exposed to
destruetion from the weather, &e. When, too, the berry is
unusually plumpand full, more is required than when it is lighter.
On poor soils also, as u single plant will nut throw out as many
stalks as whore the land is very rich and furtile, it would scem that
more seed would be necessary.  1tich Jand requires least of any.
It may be remasked, that grain sown thin is lessapt to lodge, as the
stalks have more room, but it is more cxposzd to weeds.

Mone of sowing.~—1. Droadeast is the mode almost universally
pursued in this Province, and it is astonishing with what precision
an expert sower regulates the prescribed quantity of seed.to the
acre, On the otlier hand the irregular distribution of the seeds by
an inesperienced person oceasions much waste and may bo distinctly
traced, some spots being coverad too thick and others lying com-
pavatively bare, It was formerly the practice for sowers to usea
sheet hung over the right shoulder for the purpose of carrying the
seed, but now they generally employ a hasket suspended round the
neck and held by the left arm thrust through the handle.  This
Jatter mode has cerfainly the advantage of occasioning the sower to

enabled to resist the winds and storina which would be likely to
break thiem down or blow them over if covered mote shullow, It
is not however at all probable thut cither dritlicg or dibbfing can
often be used when the soed is sown upon the frost.  After the
grain is sown it is of much importance to run the ploughs in the
hollows between the ridges,  This opens a freo course for the
water and keeps the land dry and, as it occupics but very little
time, ought never to be omitted when practisable. It also pre-
vents the waste of the sced which fulls into these hollows and whicl
is found to produce scarcely any thing there, but which yields well
when turned by the plough uspon the ridge and cosered by the
furrow slice,

Arren Currune —Tlhic great cffort of the farmer during the
growth of the crop should be to keep the land perfectly free from
weeds, and he should spate no pains or expense in this respect, 1t
is quite Jamentable to observe a ficld of yrain, or indeed of any
othier deseription of vegetable productior, overrun with these gore
mandizers, which withdra® the necessary nutriment from the crop
and sender it almost worthiess. TFew arc aware how weeds or
grasses growing in a grain crop detract from its value by lessening
its product. A vigorous root of Cadlock or Thistle will draw
from the carth the nutriment that would have given fullness to
half a dozen cars of wheat, and wheo thesg or any other foreign
substance is permitted to exist, the erop is sure tosufferin propors
tion to the quantity of the foul material present.  Weeds are inju-
rious in two ways: by the room they orcupy to the exclusion of
the valuable plants, and by the nutriment of which they sob tho
crop. On the best farms of England and Belgium not a plant or
weed of any description can be found in a growing crop. Several
experiments arcrecorded in Sinclair’s Codo of Agrieulture, toshow
the difference of product between clean and foul fields,

1. Wheat. 7 acres sown broadcast. 1 was mecasured off and
not n weed was pulled out of it, the other 6 acres were carcfully
weeded. ‘The unweeded acre produced 18 bushels, the 6 weeded



