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to prospoct a Mttle. 'Wao hieaded up the gulel,
put withiout over thinkin' of littlo Bill, and as
indlcations was good, wo kopt on in tho rame
direction for n couplo of days. It was on the
third day out, and wo'd got about twenty mllos
from tue Bend, and hadu't atruok nothin’ yot to
bet on, whon all of a sudden Hooker yells out,
« Holy Mosos, Jako! Jook-a thore !’ and whatdo
you ’pose we #0e?

wAbout as fur as from horo to that mnle
thore, Jeanin' ag'in a troe, sot little Bl 8kinner
~\What wasloft of bim, I mean, for ho was asn
dorniek. And what do yous'poso ho was a-sottin’
on? A nugget of tho pure motnl worth forly
thousand dollars! Yos, sir! Wo could sco in a
minute how §¢t was. DIl had found thisnuggot,
and boin' weak for wau. of grub, of courso he
oouldn't carry it 80 ho bhad sot down on it to
guard it.  Anu thore he sol and rot. Ho dassont
go to aloep for fear gomebody’d liook 1t and ho
couldn't loavoe it to go! any grad for the samo
reason. Wo could soo he'd browsed 'round on
the bushes as furas hd oould reach, but that
couldn’t koop bim alive long, and 80 thuio he'd
sot and sot til} inally he’d poggod out,

uAnd that’s what's the matter with Posoy. 1
wakes up in tho night and seo him a.xettin’
thar by that wagon, and says I to mysolf,
«Thar sots Posey on bhis nugget!” Andon. of
these fino mornin’s wo'll ind nothin’ but Posoy «
bones a-soitin’ there, and his buttons and such
1iko."

About this time, as they woro now ncaring
the region whoare danger from Indian raids was
apprehondod, Savago’s company and another
party from lillnols jolned foross for mutual pro-
tection, and all proocedod thencoforward unde~
favage's diroction. Accompanylog this Illinols
party was a woman going out to tho diggings to
join her husband, who was prospering, and had
sont for hor to oome on. Tho two women thare-
after keaping oonstantly togather, Posoy felt bis
responsibility so far lightenod that his occasion.
ally indulged himself in a «“square’ night’s
sloep, while Dora and her new-found friond
sjlumberod banocath his ample wagon-cover.

His soparation from Daora, occaslaned
by tho advent of this other woman on the soeno
soon opencd his eyes to the fact that a total
ssparation from her would take the ground en-
tirely from undor his feot, and lecave him in a
ocondltion that ho folt disinclined to contomplate
so long as thore might bo a chianco to avert such
a calamity. He accordingly improvod thoe first
opportanity that offored, and cast himnsolf at tho
foo! cf Dora~-literally, mind you, on tho leo side
of a sage bush—avnd 1isped his love. Oan this
sgored ground 16t us troad as lightly as may be.
saMoo it that Poscy's s. 't prospered, and tbat
presently a little projrammeo came to bo agrecd
npun botwesn the oontractlng partics to this
effect: They would goon for the present precisoly
as if nothing had happoned—Dora to seck her
fatherand Posey 10 scok his fortune, Assoon,
howover, as Dora should lhavo gncceedod in ro.
storing tho doctor to hoaltb, or had haply burled
hlm, Poscy should be notified, and thoy would
thereupon bo marriod. Thon Dora would opon
& school somowhero, wherovor she inight chanoco
to find tho indisponsable children, whils Posoy,
acocompanied by his nowly-fladged fatlier-in-
law, if perchanco that individual sbould bo
spared, would launch into tho mines and con-
qusr Portane at the polnt of the plck.

Time flow fast with tho lovers after this, and
they were quite startlod one day when 8avage
informed them that thoy were upon tho very
bordery of the promised land.

That evoning, an hour betoro sunset, tho traln
was haltod for the night at a polnt whence tho
travel-wornadvonturers oould look down for thio
first time into the Sacramonto Valley, apd render
thanks iz thelr various ways that tho end of
their todious pligrimago was almost reachoed.
As Dora Hanchiett and Posey stood togother upon
s green knoll, followlpg with thelr eyss tho
winding trail that thelr foet woro to descond on
{&= morrow, they descried, tolllng slowly to.
wand them, ono of thoso retarnjngbands of un.
suocoossfnl and discoursged vetorans—tho rofiux
of the groeat wave of lmmigration constantly
pouring into tho golden valley—~which they had
froquentls met {n the coarse of thelr long jour-
ney. Asthe cavaleade drow nearor, Dora's ale
1sntion fixod §isclf upon » curjous figuro that
brought up the Toar. Mounted uPOn & 10080 ARETO.
gation of bonos and ears that purportod o be &
male, this mystorious igure gradoatly approach-
od, while Dora watchod 1t aa 1f fazclnatod. On
and oz ft came, &and still gho gazod, spell.dound.
Opposite herit paused. There was no longor
any doudbt: it was He. Clad in the mangled
remalas of tho original groat-ooat, tho original
boot-tops yet towering In tho rozlon of his cars,
and the upper Lalf of the original beaver crown-
ing his walldevelopod brain, thero Ho was.
Slowiy and osrelnily he descondod from thio
back of his shambling steed, sottlod himsolf
woll in hls bootx, palled up the oollrr of his
groat-cont——and there was little but oollar left
of {t—tipped the curtaliod and woather-baaterwr
stovepipe 1o the propor angle, oponed his pator
nal arms and f2ebly embraced hisdaoghter, Ho
announoced himsolf to all concernod as s broken
man—a poor unfortunate golng homo to die,
where bis bones might rest with those of hils
anocestors, and where bis tumble namo anad bis
honoradlo mooord in tho dervicoe of his country
wotld be chorishied by his fallow-cltizons after
beshould b gono. Yrovidenco hsd sarely, in
his extremity, drawn hls daughter to his sucoor.
Now hie waa roliaved of alf anxiety, and might
v his mind to things above. 1ils daughter
would fan the spark of lifo, il keepit burning,
God willing, Uil the okl homoshould be reachoed.
Tton ho would release her from her laborof
love. Thon hio would bo al peace with ull the

world, and would chioerfully dlo i1 the midst of
his weoplog frionds, Ho had up to this hour
boon hauuted with the approhiension that his
poor old frame might bo loft to moulder somo-
whero in tho wide, 1nhospitablo dosort that
siretohied botwaen him and his roof-treo.  Now
that droamdful spprohibunaion was bantahed, The
Lord hind remembered his own. Dora would walk
bosido his bosst and protoot hlm, and tho
knotwledgo that sl had thus beon instrumoental
in prolonging hor father’a 1ife would bo her ox-
ceeding great reward,

A 1most cuchanting proapeot for Dora, was it
not? Evonsho did not put her neck under the
yoko until sho had first tnformed her mther of
hor momontous socrot, and Invited bim to as-
sumo his rolo in the programmo already men-
Qoned as arranged by her lovor and horsolf.
But, ns a matter of course, o scornvd tho sug-
gestlon, Posoy boggoed and raved, but without
avall. The girl novor had a question in her
miud asto her duty from tho moment she saw
her fatber approaching, Shoe must do ag he
sald-—go back with him as his slave There
was no help for it.

Anu so tho lovors helda hurrled consultation,
plodged elornal fdelity and all that, agreed
that Poscy should go on aud mako his fortuno,
and that when Dora should bors -ased by death
from hor duty to her father .o should eithor
como back for hier or glie visuuld go to bim, and
Juen thoy would bo marrlod. BMeantime, heo
on, wed to write to her frequontly, and sho pro.
mised to writo to him faithfully once overy
wock., And then farewcllt

By this time the doctor's party had left him
far behind, and naturally, consldoring the capa-
bilitles of his stecd, ho was growing impatient
to movo on. The early stars wero already com-
ing out, and ho tostily reminoded Dora, assho
lingered over ber loavetaking, that thore wasno
Ti0re timo toloste. Andso, without a murmaur,
the devated soul turned her back upon all her
now-born hope and joy, and dutifully took up
tho long and dreadfol homeward march on foot.
And Posey, bis beart in his mouth and his touguoe
chiarged with unutterable ecxccrations, gazed
gloomily down into tho darkening valley, that
half 2n hour beforo had heen fitlled with o ra.
diance + that nover shono on land or sea.” And
as ho gazed all the bad in him persistontly rose
upto curso the despicable author of his woe,
while all the good fn i ~— about &n oven ba-
1ancoe - rose wp to bless tho fast-disappearing
1dol of hisheart.

8lowly and painfully, day after day, the little
company of stragglers tojled on toward thelr
dQistant homeos, the rodonbtable doctor, with bls
unwilling beast and his willing bond.woman,
ever bringzing up the rear. No ono but Dora
herself could know how griavously sho suffored
in her ohalns--how hoer very heart's blood was
gradually consutned by tho vamptire whom she
chosoe to cherish and obey becauxo it was her
misfortuno to be his drughter.

Tho old horne was roached at last. On tho
whole, tho doctor had rather enjoyed tho jour-
noy, and brought to tho famtily board, asof yore,
a tromendous appetite. Heo ¢ resumed practice
at the old stand” without deolay, publishiog a
card to that effect fn tho village newspapors. Ho
scomed scarcely 1o note the absenco of his wife,
who for o qusrter of a contury had been wear-
ing her 1tfy ont In o valn ondeavor to justify hls
existonoo on this globe. In short, he speedily
setlled back tnto his old habit of life, and ap-
peared to havo totally® forgotten that hie had
como homo todle. And Dors, t00, £00n lapsed
into her old routino of schoolkespliug, and so
opco more the pct bolled merrlly. Onco a
woeek, with scrupulous regularity, sho wroto
hor promised lotter to Poscy, and sho walted
long and anxioasly for somo wond from
him, but in valn. Weary woeks ioat thom-
sclvos 10D months, and month after month ~rapt
slowly away till almost a year had passed, and
still tho falthful sonl fawmnished for somo token
that she was not forgotten. Then one evening
sho went tome frowm bor echool to fiud that the
Loavens had fallen. Her father, whom sho had
left four hiours beforo apparently in the highest
health and spirits, was dead. Tho village phy-
siclan atiriboted bis sudden death to apoplexy,
which scems fllogical. Buat hio was dead, what.
ever the cause, and his orphaned daughter
mourncd him with as genuine & grief as cver
wrung & human heart.

TWhorn 1o process of timo tho first transports
of grief bad substded thero scomod to bo nothing
left for Dora 1o do bat to concentrato all the
overflowing tenderness and dovolion of her hroart
upon her lover, and 1o brood and plne over his
longroontinned sllence.  Sho neverdoabted that
hoe isd written to hier, for tho mallsoervics to
and from tho gold reglons was notorfously un-
rellablo o thoso days, aud sho was by nomeans
tho only one who looked in ‘valu for loticrs
thence. At last sho oould bear tho auspenss no
looger. Tho spring had opened carly, da
party in a neighboring town wax to start for the
diggings by tho middle of April. Thls party, in
s Which wero alrcady Incledoed two womon, Dora
 Tesolvod 10 Jolo. Onca let hier reach that (n-
deflnito reglon denominatod *tho minss,” and
sbo felt the most unquostioninz faith in her
abllity jo ind her lover.

And 80 0nco 10079 the dauntless glrl set out
apon that long aud tedlous journcy of threo
thousand miles. Not many wecks passod beforo
the insvitablo homewarnd-bound stragglors began
10 bo oncounterod, and of those Dora cagorly
songht {uformstion conocerning thoe ohject of her

noat,

« Bridge? No, marm,” wax almost uniformly
the reply 10 her first Question in that direction,

« J1e was sometitos called Posey,” sho woukl
thon suggest ; and at Ixat shio found a man who

ackuowledgod that ho know Posey. ¢ Ho was
at tho Buny Visty in Cartor’s Gulch at last ac-
counts,” this individual jnformed her, but ho
omitted to commit himself as to the naturs of
Posoy’s occupation, ¢ Wife, p’raps?” he ob-
served, incldentally,

« No, air,” snld Dora.

4 Slstor e

# No,"

sAh! Well, ho's o stocky chap, that Posoy,
and ought to make his fortune in tho mines, if
anybody ocould. But nobody can't—take my
wond for't. Look at met

Ho waas a spectacle tudoed. The retrogresaivo
Doctor, Hanchott had beon quito an exquisito In
tho m r of apparel compared yith this tatter-
demallon. With Dora‘'s companions ho was Icss
reticont concerning the character and calling of
Posey than le hind beon with Dora bereelf, By
his acoount it appeared that Poscy had spont
about a month in the mines witbout striking a
single streak of luck to hearten him. At the
end of that time, complotely discouraged, ho
went to the nearest village and advertised him-
self as willing to work for bis board at anything
that might offer. Tho thing that offored was &
slluation ns assistant bar-tonder at tho Buona
Vista gambling-hougse. Posey accepted this
situntion with ardor, and discharged tho dollcate
dutles pertaining to the placo so satisfactorily
that ho very roon found himself promoted to
tho distinguishod position of ¢ stoo! pigeor.” In
this capacity bo developed shining talents, and
the Buona Vista’s gaming-tables soon bocamo
the most famous resort ip all tbat roglon far
those conflding birds whose favorite amusement,
appears 10 Ho in belng plucked. And thus Posoy
went on prosporing untit he acbioved a partnor.
ship it tho conocern; anad his parther soon after
being suddenly calied to that bourno whence no
traveler roturns, Posey found himself sole pro.
prietor and manager of an uncommeonty flourish.
Ing oconcoern in an uncommonly lvely line of
husinoss,

All this Information was carefully kept by her
ocompanious from tho cars of Dora, of courso;
and she, having obtatned tho long-coveted trace
by means of which sho folt sure that she counld
not fatl to find hor lover, was qulito cheerful and
happy throughout tho remainder of the seem.-
{ogly ondless jourooy.

The ond necared at last, howover, and as Dora
rucognized the famitiar landmarks that told her
sho had almost roachod the frattion of her hope
deforred, her oyes brightoned daily, a new flush
camo into her thin chiceks; and though she
grow more qulet and abstracted than formeriy,
it was platn that her reverics had no tingo of
darkness, her hopo no shadow of fear, hor faith
no alloy of doubt. And when tho timo camo for
hor to part with tho good people 10 swvhoso com-
pany sbie had traveled o far, sho bade them
adleu with a light heart, and at once set out
alonn by stage for Cartor’s Gulch,

Reauhing tho straggling, til-conditioned village
at nightfall, shie asked the driver, as sho alight.
ed in front of tho stage-offioc, 10 direct her to
the Buona Vista.

+«The Buny Visty! Tho Buny Visty’s not a
Lotol, ma'am,” that individual explained. « It's
tho Golden Gate that you waut, I reckon.”

“ No, sir,” sho replied conidently, ©1 kavea
friend at tho Bucna Vista—3fr.—-Mr. Posecy.
Perhaps,” she went on, with a iittlo tremor in
her volee, ¢ you can tell mo If he 1s well?”

“Posoy!” He stoppod some momonts at the
wond aud looked in biank amazement at the
delteate, tender, tumistakadly honest fico that
confronted tim, Then he continued hasyly:
«Novor better. Saw hlm yesterdsy morning.
You s0o that greon lantern? That's the Buny
Visty. Good.night, ma’am. I stay here—if you
should want a friend, you kuow. Good.uight.”

Dora thanked Lim for his kindoess, returned
his salutation, and tripped away with unrufilod
spirits. Sho bad been so much concorned to
conceal her own agitation as sho mentioned tho
namo of hier lover that sho had Quito overlookod
tho astonishmeut with which that namo had
secemed 1o translix tho driver.

As sho pickod her way along tho dark and
muddy sidewalk sho coald pot help complain-
ing a litle petulantly to herself because tho
stage-oflice had not beon located necarer to that
Gistant groon Jantern. But she was nottho girl
to loso hoart now. Bravely she piodded on, and
when at last sbo was able to discern the wonls
“Bucna Vista” npon the bsacon toward which
sho was tolling, suddenly her heart gave a great
bouad, the teass rushed to her cyes, her kneos
quakod bencath her, and from her plous sonl
thero wont up an earnest thanks.giving to the
dear Fathoer of us all Yor Hix groat mercy In
bringing Ler safely totho ond of her momentous
Journey.

It wna somie minutes beforo she ocould so far
composo horgelf as to bo ablo to prooced; and
whon sho &4 move forwand agaln, Y think a
vague noltion of tho truo character of tho Buena
Vista bagan to cast a shadow upon her andor.
As shio camo within a oouple of rods of the
iso0lated wooden dulilding in front of which the
green lantero was suspended sho was suddenly
startiod &t hearing soveral shots discharged In
quick sucoession within, gand a mincto later
three or four men rushed hastily into tho streest
and hurried away, ovidently without noticlog
bier, though they passed within a fow feet of
her as aho 31004, almest paralyzod w'th alarm,
Jus, outsido tho door.  Her fright was gone in
a moment, howovar—aoon enongh, indeed, 0
cnable her to satisfy herxelf that nono of thoso
fugiives was tho man sho sooghit.  As thedoor
stondd wido open, there soemed nothing for her
but to enter, which sho &1d at once. Tho front
apartment of tho saloon, though Ughted, ahe
found to Lo & inere ante-room, bare of all far-
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uiture savo o fow chistrs; and withiout, pausing
horo tho rosolute git), who wust have had a
foroboding of tho ayful truth by this time,
passed on {nto tho gambling-room in the rear.
Tuhore, strotched upon tho floor, shot through
tho heart, lay tho stark form of tho man she
had journoyed so far and so patiently and hopo.
fully to find, Ho had growa muscunlar and
brawny since she parted with him. His face,
too, had changod, and not for the better : it was
fiushed, sodden and bearded, and tho beard was
dyod black. 8ho knolt down bestde the corpso
and took ono of tho great bands in her own. 1t
was stlll warm! But the chill of death crept
ovor it as sho held 1t to her heart, and thus hor
last xay of hopo expired.

8ho sat still by her dead till the man's for-
mor companions came to prepare the body for
burinl.  As it was borno to the lonely grave
upon the hillsido sho walked besldo the rough
coffin. And when the grave was reachod she
dropped upon hor knoes beside it, and poured
forth in a clear volce a fervent potitlon to tho
Most High to recelve, for tho sake of the dear
8aviour syho dled for all the world, tho scul of
this poor sinner.

They had said that she might bear up till the
funoral was over, but that then she would break
down. B8ho did not. Tho noxt morning she sot
her faco to the East, and began agaln, for thoe
fourth time, that awful journcy across tho
plains. Weo need not follow hor throughout its
length. 8Shercached her home worn and sick,
but noverthelass at onco took up her old school
and went on with it afow weeks., And thontho
ond came.

———rt - O ey
EVILS OF OVERDRESSING.
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Of all tho snares that beset young girls none
are more dangerous than the lovo of dress.
Mothers shon!d be on tho alert to guard thelr
daughters agalnst it. Elder sisters should not
forget that young eyes are looking at them as
examples, and are much more impressed by the
ltving models bafore them than by any amount
of «“good advice.” Nothing is of greater im-
portance than tho companionship permitted to
young girls, Not only do over a. sed come
panions induce the wish In themselves to over.
dross, but If tho gratification 15 denled, ¢ covot.
ousness, cnvy, hatrod, and all uncharitablie.
ness ” are very likely to find births in hoarts
that might be othorwise full of better feellngs,
An unduo lovo of overdross has been only too
frequeantly the cause of rain of both body and
soul. Even In very young childron the passion
for overdressiug 1s secn. It is the fanlt of \he
sllly mothors. Little girls, with tho exception
that thelr dressos areshorter, aronow clothed in
all the expenstvo elaborations that distingaish
tho attire of grown wowen. Their skirts aro
covered with quantities of ornamouts, trime.
mings, frills, and donble skirts, Thelr feel are
cncased in the most costly boots, aud thelr
ackles dislocated with high heols. The bats
they wWear are Inaccordance with the rest of the
tollotte, and even padding and hatr dye are not
unfrequently used, and deception, cunning,
fraud, incnlcated along with vanity and reckless
oxponditure, Ono would expoct 10 find neat
plaln dross in Sunday-schools If anywhers.
Yot weo are oficn palned to sce children who
como for freo instructlon deocorated with faa.
thers, gilt ornaments, quantit.es of ribbons, stk
wantles and doable skirts, Thus arrayed 1t is
nol wonderful that a general spirit of rivalry is
engenderod, scholar vying with scholar, not 1n
the acquiremont of learning or Dploty, but
ocnvylug ono another’s finery, or puffed up with
vanity at the possessicn of some spocial gow-
gaW, and sreoring st thelr loss overdressed com-
panions, We have beard mothers, with toars
in thelr oyes, complain that they could po
longer send thelr children to be instructed on
Sundays, bocauss they wero anable 1o bny new
or finer clothing, and the children wera perze-
cuted on aocount of thoir shabblness—nay, oven
ridiculod for appearing oconstantly in tho same
bonnot—ncxt, bat not very smart. What do
‘tho motbers of these children coatemplate for
them? They aro to bothoservants, work-girls,
cveutually the wives of mechanios of small
tradosmen ; how much botter to attire thom in
simplo noatuess, to inculcato atiention to in-
struction, to disciplins thelr charactors to moral
strongth, and toach them to Iay by tho surplus,
now wasted, for sumo betlor purpose,—to ald
tholr start in life, or to hilp father and mothor
ona ralny day. ¢ Bat they must do as olhers
do, or they will bo dosplsod,” 13 the foolish and
often futal argumcut. Tho oxample and per
suadon and firm porseverauce of ono good
mother would bo suro to indaco many who
xnow her—some, perhaps, Who ridionlo Jomlost
—~10 follow keor oxamplo,—Sunday Press.

AMiss Una Hawthorne, daughter of tho great
novelist, is dolng oxcelient philanthrople work
fu London, Sho 1s engaged ia ostadlshing a
«Provontive Homo ™ for girls In conpection
with a suburban orphanage. Pluuginginto the
bad homes and destitntion of London, sho takss
girls who aro morally lkely to fall, or who
have fzllens but aro not without hopo ot reform,
andgives them work {n ths laundry of tho on
phanage, thus at onco saving tho oxpense of
hired women, which was found to bo too heavy,
and giving the girls a chanco of elovation. The
waifs thus plekod up roceive thelr Instruction
in the trado and tlelr board and cikbing fur
tho Qrat six monaths, and wages {or thae second
£ix moaths, when permancnt places are found
for them,



